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Me 
eae 


Zo the Master, Wardens, and Commonalty of Freemen of the Art and Mysiery of 
Clothworkers of the City of London. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The interest which you have shewn in the University of Bristol, and the 
munificent grants which you have made to it ever since its foundation, have raised 
many friends in this neighbourhood who wish for an opportunity of expressing their 


appreciation of your kindness and their gratitude to you. 


Amongst this number, allow me to rank myself, and to give expression 
to my feelings by dedicating to you this account of an ancient, though now extinct, 
Bristol Guild, whose handicraft you have so generously educated and encouraged 


in the manufacturing districts of Gloucestershire and Yorkshire and elsewhere. 


Believe me, 
Your obedient servant, 


FRANCIS F. FOX. 


YATE HOusg, 
CHIPPING SODBURY, 


1st May, 1889. 
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AUTOTY PL. 


Guild of Bristol Weavers 


WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE 


Luckers or Clothworkers. 


I 


MAN being the only animal born without clothing, or without that external protection 
which renders clothing needless, it follows that clothes are not more designed for man 
than man for clothes. If Prometheus first stole fire and heat for human-kind from the 
great gods overhead, man, in his earlier career, stole warmth for his shivering frame 
from beasts of the chase or from sheep of the pasture, the shepherd appropriating the 
fleecy covering of his own flock, and the hunter the hairy or furry outside of the 
victims of his arrow or spear. Adam and his wife are said to have assumed coats of 
skins, which can hardly have been so satisfying to a love of finery as the coat of many 
colours which Israel made for his favourite son Joseph, at a more advanced stage in the 
science ofclothes. There seems something barbaric and childish in this motley garment, 
which, however, indicates that not only the art of weaving but of dyeing was known at 
that remoteage. In Exodus, xxxv. 25, we find that for the service of the Tabernacle “All 
the women that were wise-hearted did spin with their hands, and brought that which 
they had spun, both of blue and of purple and of scarlet and of fine linen. And all the 
women whose hearts stirred up in wisdom, spun goats’ hair.” The garments of the 
priesthood were “ for glory and for beauty;” that of Aaron was “an ephod and a robe, 
a broidered coat, a mitre and a girdle.” “And they shall take gold and blue and 
purple and fine linen with cunning work.”—Zxodus, xxviii., 5, 6. 

This, however, affords no information as to the first weavers of the warp and woof. 
Pliny the Elder relates that Arachne, the daughter of Idmon, a Lydian of humble 
extraction, invented the art of making linen cloth and nets, which invention was also 


attributed to the goddess Minerva. Readers of Ovid will remember the story in the 


+ 
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veracious Metamorphoses (Book vi.) of the contention between Minerva and Arachne, 
who now follows her old occupation in the form of a spider. She so truly pictured 
with wonderful art the criminal acts of the Olympian gods that Minerva was ashamed 
and indignant. The goddess tore up the artfully-woven fabric, and struck the artist 
herself with a boxwood shuttle from Mount Cytorus. The unhappy creature could not 
endure this cruel treatment, and, being of a high spirit, tied up her white throat in a 
halter. ‘Hang, but live on still,” said the vindictive goddess, and sprinkled her with 
the juices of a Hecatean herb, and immediately her hair falls off, her head diminishes, 
her body enlarges, her slender fingers become legs, and out of her comes a thread, and 


Arachne still works her web as of yore, but in unpleasantly different form of person. 


II. 


“Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy, but not expressed in fancy, rich not gaudy,” 
was the advice of Polonius to his son. At the time these words were written, the 
height of fancy and the depth of the purse were reached to furnish the silk or satin or 
velvet trunk hose, slashed and galooned, and artificially inflated; with the taffata, 
chamlet, gold or silver doublet of the fine gentleman. The velvet habiliments were 
stuffed out with bran, and a story is told of a courtier who, unwittingly sitting down on 
a nail which tore his casing, was upon uprising reduced to a spindle by being delivered 
of many pecks of wheat dust. Ifthe cowl does not make the monk, finery makes the 
fop, and he is but a damask butterfly without wings when stripped of his gay clothing. 
Queen Elizabeth is recorded to have received a deputation of eighteen tailors, and to 
have hailed them in accordance with their social reckoning with a “Good morning to 
you gentlemen both.” The same royal virago boasted also that she had a cavalry 
regiment whereof neither horse nor man could be injured, her regiment consisting of 
tailors mounted on mares. Nevertheless, with admirable insincerity, it has been argued 
by Carlyle that the tailor is not only a complete man, but something of a creator or 
divinity. What would be the solemnities and paraphernalia of civilised life, from a 
christening to a coronation, without clothes? The rank of the gold-mantled prince 
and of the russet-jerkened peasant would be confounded and unrecognised, and 


degrees and ranks, fraternities and orders, undistinguished. 
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III. 


Vanity and love of display have always been an elemental form of the female character 
as well as of the male, and none have been more particularly censured for this propensity 
than the fair daughters of ancient Sion. Isaiah, the Hebrew puritan, has preserved a 
complete catalogue of the instruments of attire they adopted for alluring the attention 
of the sons of Salem, and he describes how they walked with stretched forth necks and 
wanton eyes and mincing gait; while he notes with indignation the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments, their changeable suits of apparel, the mantles, the wimples, the 
crisping pins, the glasses, the fine linen, the hoods, the veils, the cauls, the round tires 
like the moon, the chains, the bracelets, the mufflers, the bonnets, the leg ornaments, 
the headbands, the tablets, the earrings, the finger rings, and the nose-jewels, all which 
artificial fascinations the prophet vehemently reprobates as bringing the sweet wearers 
under the stroke of the divine displeasure. 

But though clothes may be the instruments of vanity, they are also the symbols of 
purity and sanctity. The fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. ‘‘ Who are these 
which are arrayed in white robes, and whence came they?” was asked of those who 
came out of tribulation to enjoy their sacred everlasting calm. When Christ was 


transfigured before his disciples his raiment was white as the light. 


IV. 


Whether Pallas Minerva or her victim Arachne, the daughter of a dyer in Tyrian 
purple, can claim to be the first spinner may be left a question. The story of their 
dispute, at any rate, shows that the spindle and distaff were genuine implements, and 
belonged to the proper employment of women. ‘Who can find a virtuous woman, for her 
price is above rubies? She layeth her hand to the spindle and her hands to the distaff; 
she seeketh wool and flax, and worketh diligently with her hands. She maketh herself 
coverings of tapestry; she maketh fine linen and selleth it. Strength and honour are her 
clothing. Give her the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the 
gates,’ (Proverbs xxxi). The Pagan and Hebrew traditions, in this respect, were 


continued among the earlier Christians, and onwards to modern times. The usual 
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occupation with their hands among nuns was, from the first, in wool, and St. Jerome 
advises them to have wool ever in their hands. But a lingering regard for finery was 
retained even in the solemn shades of the cloister, and the manipulations of wool 
naturally declined into a preference for fancy work, a taste that was discouraged by the 
more spiritually inclined as frivolous and vain, except when it was made useful in 
ecclesiastical embroidery or other decorations for the sanctuary. The quaint John 
Aubrey (cerca 1656) in speaking of the Priory of St. Mary, Wilts, gives a picturesque little 
story that illustrates the employment of a conventual sisterhood, and shows that up 
to the last they had not forgotten their original tradition. ‘On the other side of the 
rivulet,” he says, “is a little meadow called the Minchin, which word in old English 
is a nunne; so Mincing Lane in London, where was a nunnery. On the east side of 
the house is a ground facing the east, and the delightful prospect on the south-east, 
called the Nymph-hay. Here Old Jacques (who lived on the other side) would say 
that he hath seen forty or fifty nunnes in a morning spinning with their rocks and 
wheels and bobbins. He said the number of them was often seventy; he might not be 
mistaken, perhaps, in the number of women, for there might be as many lay sisters and 


pensioners as nunnes, but nunnes not so many.” 


Ns 


Reference to Madox’s History of the Exchequer (p. 302), shows that as early as A.D. 
1140 guilds of weavers were common in England, at which date the weavers of Oxford, 
London, Lincoln and Winchester, together with the fullers of the latter place, pay 
each a sum of gold, varying from one mark of gold to xvif, to have their customs and 
liberties confirmed. That the art of weaving is of immemorial antiquity may be argued 
from the mention of Gervase of Canterbury, who wrote about the year 1202, and says 
in his Chronicle (col. 1349), when speaking of the inhabitants of Britain, that “ the art 
thereby 


» 


of weaving seems to be a peculiar gift bestowed upon them by nature, 
implying that it was an art that had been so long practised as to be of almost indi- 
genous development. However much the weaver's art may have properly belonged to 


England at the time Gervase wrote, the great seat of the industry in the days of the 
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Plantagenets had shifted to Flanders. Wool was exported from our own country to 
be made into cloth by foreign lands. The great sheep-masters were the Cistercian 
Abbots, who derived a large revenue from the sale of their wool to the towns of 
Flanders and Brabant. In 1281 the Abbot of Tintern alone was found to possess in 
his broad pastures 3364 wethers and ewes,* and no doubt his fleeces were exported 
from Bristol, as William Wyrcestre speaks of a vessel from Tintern Abbey as lying in 
the harbour of that western port.f 

Towards the end of the 13th century there was a company of English merchants in 
existence called the Brotherhood of St. Thomas 4 Becket. Their design was to out- 
rival the foreigners—Jews and Havre merchants—in the weaving and exportation of 
woollen cloth. The truth seems to be, that during the wars of Edward I. and the distrac- 
tions of the days of Edward II. the English cloth trade had been so injuriously affected 
by the reckless exportation of wool and the competition of merchant strangers, as to 
render combined action of the kind necessary in order to save this important branch of 
home industry from extinction. 

It was Edward III. who saw so clearly the advantage of the English being taught 
to work their own wool; and Fuller in his Church Htstory (Book III, 6, 11, 13) enlarges, 
in his quaint manner, “ on the circumstances of their being instructed in the industry.” 
In memory of the great gain acquired by the Dutch in the monopoly of our English 
wool the Duke of Burgundy founded the Order of the Golden Fleece, out of which fact 
Fuller makes one of his inevitable puns, by saying that we were fleeced while they 
were enriched with the gold. “The King,” he adds, “ was resolved, if possible, to reduce 
the trade to his own country, who (szc) as yet, were ignorant of the art, as knowing no 
more what to do with their wool than the sheep that wear it, as to any artificial and 
curious drapery ; their best clothes then being no better than friezes, such their coarse- 
ness for want of skill in their making.” One of the first settlers from the Netherlands 
was John Kempe, who (A.D., 1331) was granted a royal letter of protection, of which 


the following is a translation :— 


“On behalf of Fohn Kempe of Flanders, cloth weaver, concerning the 


exercise of hts craft.” 


“The King, to all bailiffs, etc., whom it may concern, greeting: know ye 


* Tax. Hccles., p. 284. + Wyre. His., 226. 
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that whereas John Kempe of Flanders, weaver of woollen cloths, hath come to 
dwell in our Kingdom of England for the purpose of practising his craft 
therein, and of instructing and informing such as might desire to learn it of 
him; and hath brought with him certain men and servants, and apprentices 
to the said trade, we have taken the same John and his aforesaid men, servants 
and apprentices, and all his goods and chattels whatsoever under our protection, 
etc. We promise to cause similar letters of protection to be issued to other 
men of the same craft, and to dyers and fullers who wish to come from parts 
beyond the seas to dwell within the same our Kingdom for the aforesaid object. 
‘Witness the King at Lincoln, the 2oth of July.” * 

“And now was the English wool,” says Fuller, “improved to the highest profit, passing 
through to many hands: sorters, combers, carders, spinsters, weavers, fullers, dyers, 
pressers, packers; and these manufactures have been heightened to a higher perfection 
since the cruelty of the Duke of Alva drove over more Dutch into England.” + 

“T am informed,” the same writer remarks, “that a former Dutch clothmaker in 
Gloucestershire had the surname of WEB given him by King Edward there, a 
family still famous for their manufacture.” 

One of the first men through whose hands the fleece had to pass was the wool-packer, 
who was followed by the pyzuer, a corruption of the Norman word “comber’’ or 
“kempster.” The spinning was the next process, and this was usually done by women, 
hence our maiden word “spinster.” Webster was also of feminine signification, and 
meant a woman weaver. We have then the /w//er, originally the “ walker,’ who got 
his name originally from the custom of thickening the cloth by treading upon it before 
the introduction of machinery. In his “Diary of a Voyage to the Hebrides,” in 1814, 
Sir Walter Scott relates an anecdote that illustrates this practice, Whilst he and his 
party were at the Isle of Skye “‘in a cottage at no great distance,” he says, “we heard 
the women singing as they wawlked the cloth by rubbing it with their hands and feet, 
and screaming all the while in a sort of chorus. At a distance the sound was wild and 
sweet enough, but rather discordant when you approached too near the performers.” ¢ 


The éayseler formerly, as now, used the teazle for raising the nap on the cloth; then 


* Rymer’s Foedera, vol II., p. 823, quoted in Gent. Mag., 1853, L., p. 313. t+ Church Hist., I11., 13. 
{ Lockhart’s Life of Scott, 283, ed. 1845. 
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we have the dyer or tzncior ; the wadman, who took his name from the wood which he 
imported from Holland for the dyers; the sherman, who sheared the nap from the 
manufactured article; the ¢afeser, or tapestry maker; the dvaper, who sold the cloth to 
be made up; the daz/or, or more pedantically, the Jarmentzer ; the merser, and his offshoot 
the haberdasher. The mercer or merser did not restrict his dealings to the modern 
meaning of the word—he sold ironmongery, haberdashery, drugs, and almost everything 
eatable. Haberdasher is an expansion of the word Jerdash, which is said to be a name 
formerly used in England for a certain kind of neck-dress, whence the maker or seller 
of such clothes was called a berdasher, and thence came haberdasher. Berdasher was 
also a pedler, or one who sold small wares. We have then the mzdlcner, who, like 
Antolycus, was a seller of flash jewellery that he imported from Milan, whence his 
name; and the hosteP or chaucer, the latter form derived from chausses, a kind of leather 
breeches worn over mail armour. The auzlnager (from w/no and gero) was a measurer, 
of cloth, and a person under the King, whose office was established about the year 
1356. His business was to measure all woollen cloths brought into the market, and then 
to fix an impression of his seal. This measure was decisive between the buyer and seller 
and saved disputes about short measure.* 

The seats of the different species of English cloth trade were as follows :—EASt, 
(1) Norfolk, Norwich—Fustians ; (2) Suffolk, Sudbury—Baize; (3) Essex, Colchester— 
Baizes and Serges; (4) Kent—Kentish Broadcloth. WEsT, (1) Devonshire—Kerseys; 
(2) Gloucestershire—Cloth; (3) Worcestershire—Cloth; (4) Wales—Welsh Frieze. 
NortH, (1) Westmoreland— Kendal Cloth; (2) Lancashire, Manchester — Cotton ; 
(3) Yorkshire, Halifax—Cloths. SouTu, (1) Somersetshire, Taunton—Serges; (3) 
Berks—Cloth ; (4) Sussex—Cloth.t 


VI. 


Later writers on the history of Medieval Craft Guilds have shown a singular 
reluctance to admit that these Societies were based on religious principles; or, to 


change the expression, that religion was more than a decorative or accidental fringe 


* Ancient Cloth Trade in Yorkshire, ‘‘ Old Yorkshire,” vol. III., p. 28. } Fuller’s Ch. Hist., Book TIT., 2. 


= 


8 Guild of Bristol Weavers. 


that might be stripped away and dismissed without mutilation of the texture of their 
ordinances. ‘‘The religious element pervading the Guilds,” says a writer in the 
Edinburgh Review, “does not seem to have been essential to character, but rather to 
have been contained in the atmosphere which they breathed, and to have been 
unavoidably taken in along with it, yet it must have exercised a strong influence upon 
them; it asserts a prominent place in almost all of their ordinances, and it ultimately 
afforded ground for their destruction.”* 

Whether the second part of this statement does not contradict the first part may be 
left a question, but the writer in Zhe Edinburgh only adopts the inadequately supported 
testimony of Mr. Cornelius Walford as to the irreligious constitution of the mediaval 
fellowships. Nothing would have astonished the brotherhoods themselves more than 
to have been told that religious observances did not really form any essential part of 
their constitution. Yet the writers just mentioned decline to accept the evidence of 
the charters and ordinances of the fraternities themselves on the point in question, 
and endorse the curiously perverse notion of Mr. Toulmin Smith, whose anti-ecclesiastical 
leanings might, we have no doubt, have led him to discover nothing but secularism in 
the seven sacraments, including the mass. “ Guilds,” explains Mr. Smith, ‘<were not 
in any sense superstitious foundations—that is, they were not founded, like monasteries 
and priories, for men devoted to what they deemed religious exercises. Priests might 
belong to them, and often did so in their private capacities; but the Guilds were lay 
bodies and existed for lay purposes.” This, if it merely means that the Guild members 
were not monastics, or like monastics wholly devoted to religious exercises, is correct ; 
but an obvious truism, for they had other interests besides saving their souls. That they 
were lay bodies is also true (and monks themselves were not necessarily priests), but 
that religion was only an accident of their constitution is quite untrue. Their 
analogy may be, perhaps, found in the fellowship of a Methodist band or class-meeting, 
which consists of a variable number of persons of both sexes, who, like the Guild 
members of old, call themselves brothers and sisters, and who meet periodically in a 
“<class-room” of a chapel of the “connexion,” under a class-leader or master, with an 
ordained minister as their superior, to either of whom they severally confess, in the 


hearing of one another, the trials and temptations they have lately undergone, and 


* Edin. Rev., “ English Guilds,’ Oct. 1871, p. 341. 
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their spiritual failures and triumphs. These are, undoubtedly, a lay society, but they 
would be as surprised as one of the old Guilds to learn that the occasions of their 
meetings together were not intentionally but only incidentally religious. The medieval 
Craft Fraternities met by the operation of their rules as frequently together for devotional 
purposes as any Methodist class brethren of later days, and it was in virtue of their being 
societies bound together by charters and ordinances, in which the secular and religious 
elements were indissolubly associated, that they so assembled. The frequent foundation 
of Guilds within the aisles and crypts of churches might alone be thought to suggest 
their religious character, though the ordinances of the distinct fraternities, whether 
' within or without church walls were, in this respect, nearly alike. They were founded 
as a rule in worship and honour of God and of His Virgin Mother, and of the patron 
saints of the different crafts or professions: altars, candles, vestments, chaplains, priests, 
with masses, chants and requiems, completing their devotional and sacramental form. 
We might take for example the very first medieval fraternity, whose ordinances are 
quoted in Mr. Toulmin Smith’s English Gilds. This is the “Guild of Garlekhet, 54 
London; and, from a marginal gloss by the editor, we learn that this ‘Guild was 
begun in 1373 to nourish good fellowship.” The charter, however, states more precisely 
that “In the worship of God Almighty our Creator, and His mother Saint Mary, and 
Saint James, Apostle, a fraternity is begun by good men in the church of Garlekheth 
in London, the day of Saint James, for amendment of their lives and their souls” the 
first point to be “sworn on the Book” by each brother on admission being that “he 
love God and Holy Church.” This, with more or less modification, is the devotional 
type of each pre-Reformation brotherhood; but, in addition to the religious element of 
their several constitutions, were other objects, such as self-aid, self-protection, and the 
performance in various forms of the corporal works of mercy, such as payments to sick 
and poor members, and to those who have lost their property by fire or other accidents. 
One of the most striking features of their arrangements for self-preservation was 
comprised in the jealous regulations by which strangers were excluded from their 
sodality—the baron in his castle-hold being not more secured by fosse and portcullis 
than was the Guild-master in his Hall, by the ordinances and penal statutes which 
fenced him and his brethren. At the Reformation the purely religious or ecclesiastical 


Guilds were extinguished and their charities also abolished, as were likewise the 
\ 
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numerous charities of the Craft Guilds, which caused the disintegration of the entire 
form of the latter; but these were afterwards re-established on a fresh basis, new 
charters being granted in which prayer and praise and sacramental offices made no 
essential part of the articles, becoming in their later form merely secular institutions, 
like the trade unions of the present day, or such as the writers we have cited would have 
that they were before they really became so. The Bristol Guild of Weavers will afford 


an example in all respects of the remarks above made. 


VII. 


The Weavers were a separate guild (at least in Bristol) from the Tuckers. The latter, 
we incidentally find by a petition addressed from the Craft to the Mayor and Aldermen 
of the City (A.D. 1555) were formerly named Fullers (or Walkers, see ante), and their 
industry consisted in the perfecting of the manufactured or woven article. It comprised 
what they then technically called “burling,” “rewing,” “sheering,” ‘ totnyng,” 
“volding,’ “taching,” “yewnyng,” etc. The operation of “ sheering ’”’ properly 
belonged to the “‘ sherman,” who at the date just stated found their employment so far 
usurped by the tuckers that they had not sufficient work by which to get means for 
supporting their households. The Tuckers’ Hall was over the entrance to White’s 
Alms Houses,* on the east or church side of Temple Street, and the Weavers’ Hall was 
lower down on the opposite side of the same thoroughfare. In the mayorality of 
William Canynge (A.D. 1449), in the enumeration of the local crafts, it was ordered by 
the Mayor and Common Council that the Mayor and Sheriff, one at St. John’s night 
the other at St. Peter’s, should dispense wine to the Crafts in their Halls, and among 
these societies are named the allied industries of Weavers, Tuckers, Tailors and 
Shermen, the three former to receive ten gallons, and the fourth, the Shermen, five 
gallons of wine.f 

The earliest mention we can discover of the Guild of St. Katherine, Bristol, is an 
original deed dated 1384, which assures sixty days’ indulgence to all who prayed for 
the good estate of the brothers and sisters of that fraternity, and for the souls departed 


* Evans’ Chron. Hist. Brist., 167. + Evans, 104. 
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from the same fellowship, and to those who contributed of their goods to the sustenance 
of the same. This Indulgence proceeds from the hand of Nicholas, Suffragan Bishop 
to the Right Reverend Father in God, John, Bishop of Bath and Wells.* . 

In the Chantry Certificatest of Gloucestershire, published from the original Report 
of the Royal Commissioners appointed to survey the Colleges, Chantries, Free Chapels, 
and the like within the district named, dated 14th February, 2nd year Edward VI., is 
the following mention relating to a chantry within the church of the Holy Cross or 
Temple, Bristol :— 

“The Chappell or ffraternytie of Seynt Katheryn, beyng a ffraternytie of Weavers 
and within the said parishe churche, ffounded by oon Peter att Barough, Thomas att 
Haye and certain other persons by licence of Kinge Richard the Second and the lands 
given in mortemayne for the findinge of a prieste to singe in the said Chappell which 
is within the foresaid parishe Churche there to prayé for the good estate of the seid 
Kinge and his successors for the said founder roll and to ayde and succoure the poore 
Bretherne and Sisterne of the seid ffraternytie for ever. 

“Incumbent at this present, noone (none). Incumbent had always of the seid 
ffraternytie for his salarie and yerelie stipende xis- iiijd- whereunto the King’s Maiestie 
is nowe entitled as a rent charge owte of the seid lands videlicet by yere xls. iiijd. 
ornaments plate and jewells noone.” 

Peter atte Barugh, as named by his will dated September 15th, 1396, provided by 
that document that his body should be buried in the chapel of St. Katherine the Virgin 
just referred to, leaving 100 shillings yearly for a chaplain to celebrate for his soul and his 
wife Margaret’s, for twenty years, at the altar of St. Katherine, and for the better 
keeping up of the light on the beam before the altar in the same chapel, 20 shillings. 
He also bequeathed money for another chaplain to celebrate at the altar of St. Nicholas 
in the same church, and for two pairs of vestments and two chalices with other things 
required for the two chaplains at the said altars, £6 13s. 4d. Likewise “ for keeping 
testator’s anniversary in the aforesaid church for twenty years, £10. To the work of 


every parish church in the town and suburb of Bristol, vis- viiid- and to each clerke 


* Fox MSS. (29). 
+ These Certificates have been carefully edited by Sir John Maclean, F.S.A., in the Zransactions of the Bristol and 
Gloucestershire Archeological Society, vol. viii. It is there stated that the number of howselling people—that is, of those 
of age to receive the Holy Communion—in the parish of Temple at this date was 480. 
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thereof, 20d. if there be solemn bell-tolling for the good of my soul in the said churches 
on the eve before my burial, otherwise let them have nothing.” Moreover, after 
legacies to the four orders of friars, to the nunneries and hospitals of Bristol, and to the 
poor in that town and the hamlets round about, to relations, prisoners and others, he 
assigns to his wife Margaret 20 sacks of wool, price of each 10 marks; and 1o quarters 
of wood, price of each 53s. 4d., and a girdle of silk guarded with silver, together with five 
houses, which latter property was to be sold after her death and the money expended in 
masses. To the Weavers and to the Fullers he leaves twenty shillings each for their 
severally common feast in the first year after his death. ‘To my lady Joan, wife of Sir 
Thomas Broke, Knt., one dozen of cloth of blue (blod’) good and well made.” To 
Edmund Bierdon his best green gown, and to Walter Farthyng his gown of motley. 


Atte Barugh’s will was proved in the chapel of the Blessed Mary of Redcliff, Nov. 
11th, 1396, before the Mayor and others on Monday next before the feast of St. Thomas, 
Apostle, 20 Rich. II.* 


The will of Thomas atte Haye, associated with Barugh in the foundation of St. 
Katherine’s altar, was proved on Wednesday next after the feast of Corpus Christi, 
16 Richard II. He enjoined that he should be buried in the chapel of Thomas the 
Martyr of Bristol, where his daughters were interred. His funeral rites were to be 


attended by twenty-two chaplains.t 
The foundation charter of the chantry of St. Katherine exists among the Fox MSS., 


but the twisted silk cord to which the royal seal was attached is now without the seal. 


It was attested by King Richard himself at Wyndser, and runs (translated) as follows:— 


“Richard, by grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of 
Ireland, to all whom the present writing shall appear, greeting: Although by 
the Common Council of our Kingdom of England it be enacted that it is not 
lawful for men of religion nor for officers to enter upon any freehold and 
appropriate it in mortmain without our license and that of the capital lord 
from which such property is immediately held, yet by our special grace and for 
the sum of ten pounds which Peter atte Barough, Thomas atte Hay, William 
Bogham, senior, William Warmyntser, Nicholas Gyllyngham, and John 


* Bristol Wills, Wadley, p. 48 tT Ibid. 32. 
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Gyllyngham, burgesses of our town of Bristol, have paid to us, we concede and 
give license, and engage for us and for our heirs, as far as in us lies, to the same 
Peter, Thomas, William, William, Nicholas and John, that they may give 
and assign five shops and a garden and ten shillings rent, with appurtenances, 
in the suburb of Bristol, to provide a chaplain to perform offices for the benefit 
of the souls of the same Peter, Thomas, William, Nicholas and John while 
they live, and for their souls when they leave the light of day, and for the souls 
of their father, mother.and ancestors, and of all faithful departed, in the chapel 
of St. Katherine contiguous to the church of the Holy Cross of Temple in the 


aforesaid suburb, every day by the same chaplain and his successors. 


“ Attested by myself at Wyndsoor, 18th July in the 16th year of our 
* reign (1392). 


In 1395 (24th May, 19 Rich. I), three years after the foundation of the chantry, Peter 
atte Barough, Thomas atte Hay, William Bougham, William Warmynster, Nicholas 
Gyllingham, and John Gyllyngham, burgesses of Bristol, granted and confirmed to 
Adam Lok, chaplain, “for the honour of Omnipotent God, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
of the Blessed and Glorious Martyr Katherine, and of all the saints of Heaven,” two 
shops and gardens in Temple Street, with other property, on condition that the same 
Adam Lok and his successors in the office of chaplain at the altar of St. Katherine in 
Temple Church, for the spiritual welfare of the King and his heirs and successors, of 
the donors and their heirs, and of the brotherhood and sisterhood of the fraternity of 
St. Katherine, and of all the faithful departed, perform divine service daily throughout 
the year, particularly mass by note every Monday in the year for the souls of the 
aforesaid, unless there shall be reasonable hindrance. “Adam Lok and his successors 
are also every day in the year to sing and read service in the choir and chancel of the 
church, that is, high mass at morning canonical hours, and vespers, for ever, unless there 
shall be reasonable excuse. The chaplain for the time being was to provide a burning 
wax taper before the altar of St. Katherine, together with vestments, houselling cloths, 
books, chalices, ornaments, and other things needful to the service at the same altar. 
‘In case there should be any neglect of duty, or any acceptance of other preferment, church, 


chantry, dignity, or office, or if the chaplain should fall into riotous, luxurious, 
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voluptuous or profligate ways of living, committed homicide, alienated the Eucharistic 
vessels of the chantry, or wasted the endowment, his conduct was to be adjudged by 
the procurators of the chapel and four honest men besides.*, 

In 1401 William Warmynster and six others of the F. raternity of the Blessed 
Katherine of the same church of Temple conceded and confirmed to William Howe, 
chaplain, their tenement and shop in Temple street, in which David Forster dwelt, with 
other property in the same street, for the term of his life, on condition that he should 
every day celebrate divine service at the altar of St. Katherine, Virgin, in the said 
church for the good estate of all the brethren and sisters of the fraternity; and for the 
souls of Peter atte Barough, Thomas atte Haye, and for all the departed brotherhood 
and sisterhood, on Monday a mass of requiem; and every day, also, divine service in 
the choir of the church was to be read and chanted by the same, that is, at high mass in 
the morning, and at all other canonical hours, unless reasonable cause shall hinder, or 
it be excused by the proctors of the fraternity. The chaplain was to provide, 
moreover, a sufficient wax candle before the altar of St. Katherine, on an iron beam, 
and after the decease of Joanna, wife of David F. orster, fourteen fresh wax candles of 
customary size are to be provided by the same chaplain at his own expense. It shall 
not be allowable for the said Sir William on any account to absent himself from service 
without permission, nor shall it be lawful for him to alienate the chantry to another, 


nor to exchange for another benefice without license from the procurators. 


(Signed) Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist, 3 Henry IV.+ 


A.D. 1403, William Bougham, whose will was proved in this year, ordered that he 
should be buried in St. Katherine’s chapel, legacies being left by eee to each priest 
celebrating in Temple Church, and to the two clerks.+ 


A.D. 1422, August 16th (10 Henry V.), in the time of John Spyne, mayor; John 
Milton, Sheriff; John Marys, Edward F owler, John Garnet, and Richard Barrow, 
fellow-townsmen of Bristol, consent and engage that John Bullock senior, and John, 
his son and heir, and Mary his departed wife, shall jointly with John Daungerfield 
of Croscombe, and Alicia his wife, and William Haile, formerly of Bristol, with Agnes 


his wife, shall have their names inserted with those of the fraternity of the Blessed 


* Fox MSS., 30. t Fox MSS., 21. { Bristol Wills, Wadley, p. 66. 
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Katherine in the church of the Holy Cross, John Bullock having given a conveyance of 
two shillings annual rent from a toft in Temple Street for the benefit of the fraternity. 
Bullock and other persons named with him are to be daily prayed for in the said chapel 
among all others, living or dead, according to the custom of the fraternity for ever ; 
also, there is to be a yearly commemoration for those yet alive. When they depart 
from this world their names are to be announced one by one in the pulpit of the church 
annually, on the Sunday before the feast of Sts. Philip and James.* 

1455, August 24th, John, Bishop of Worcester, grants to all people visiting the chapel 
of St. Katherine within the church of the Temple forty days’ indulgence.t 

A.D. 1446, in the 25th year of Henry VI., we find an agreement between the master 
and procurators of the fraternity of St. Katherine and John Davy, their chaplain, that 
the latter shall celebrate divine service daily at the altar of St. Katherine for the term 
of his life, for which service he is to receive eight marks yearly; also, every Monday he 
is to celebrate mass by note for the welfare of the people, and for the good estate of all 
benefactors of the brethren and sisters of the same chantry, and he is not to omit or be 
absent from the same mass without permission from the wardens and procurators. 

Two years later (25th April, 27 Henry VL), William Baryng, Vicar of Temple, and 
others convey to John Smalcombe, Henry Adowe, William Arnold and John Barde, a 
parcel of land, 76 feet by 80 feet, behind a tenement of the fraternity of St. Katherine, 
with the intent that Smalcombe and other receivers of the rental of the same land shall 
provide an anniversary or obit for Isabella Droys and William Dunster, deceased, and 
for all the faithful dead, to be performed in the chapel of St. Katherine; also on the 
21st of October shall be solemnized a mass of requiem with notes. 

1470, on 20th August, 10 Edward IV., John Purse, citizen and weaver of London, 
son and heir of Stephen Purse, late of Bristol, conveys to John Barde, William Bishop, 
John Bonway, John Gregory, William Clifford and Nicholas Brigges, his messuages in 
Temple Street, for the use and profit of the brethren and sisters of the fraternity of St. 
Katherine, in return for which the receivers and their heirs are to engage to provide 
anniversary service in the chapel of St. Katherine, for the welfare of the souls of John 
Kebbe and his wife, for the father of the donor and his children, for the donor himself 
and his wife, and for all faithful departed, at the vigil of the Apostles Peter and James.t 


* Fox MSS., 31. + Worcester Records per Rev. T. P. Wadley ft Fox MSS., 91. 
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A.D. 1495, 4th October, 11th Henry VIL., John Fulbroke and Isabel, his wife, yield all 
their right and claim to two shillings annual rent from a toft and curtilage in Temple 
Street, to John Cantelowe and others, who engage for themselves and their heirs that 
the donors and certain of their relations and friends shall be enrolled with the names of 
the “brethren and sistern” of the chapel of St. Katherine, and there daily prayed for 
for ever; and “once in the year their obite there to be pronounced by mouth from the 
pulpite there the Sonday next affore the fest of the apostles of Philip and Jabob after 
the custom of the fraternity there,’ and in case of negligence in the performance of 
these duties on the side of Cantelowe and the other trustees and their heirs, a fine of 
4os. shall be payable to Fulbroke and his heirs as often as such default occurs.* 

In the thirty-seventh year of Henry VIIL., the private chantries were commuted to 
the Crown, but this being the last year of the King’s reign, many of the chantries were 
not at once actually seized and their endowments confiscated ; but this took place by 
virtue of a fresh enactment in the first year of Edward VI. St. Katherine’s in the 
Temple, Bristol, was surrendered, as we have already made appear, on 14th February, 
in the second year of Edward V1; though what had become of the plate and jewels is 
not explained, but there are reported by the Commissioners to have been none to 
be found. 

St. Katherine, the chosen saint of the Weavers, was a virgin of royal descent in 
Alexandria, who publicly confessed the Christian faith at a sacrificial feast appointed 
by the Emperor Maximinus, for which confession she was put to death by torture by 
means of a wheel.{ 

The fiery emblem of her passion is familiar to every schoolboy in the wheel called 
after her name, and in churches and cathedrals where no altar to her exists there is 
frequently the Katherine window, with its radiating tracery and pictured glass, to recall 
to the worshipper that her lot is among the saints. Here it may be remarked that 
though a chantry implies an altar, an altar does not necessarily imply a chapel, the 
latter being a structural shrine for the altar, and many altars in churches are without 
such structural accentuation. The word chapel is derived from capella, the French 
chapelle, which was primarily an aedicula, or little tent, wherein relics were kept. The 


earlier kings of France, when engaged in wars always carried St. Martin’s cap 


* Fox MSS. (28). + Brewer’s Phrase and Fable, 160. 
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( Chapeau) into the field, which was a very precious relic, and kept it in a tent. The 
place was thence called Cafel/a, and the priests who had charge of the tent were called 
Capellant ; and from then, those who ministered in sacred affairs were afterwards called 


chaplains, the private oratory in general being called chapel.* 


On, the north side of the chancel of Temple Church, Bristol, still exists a distinct 
chapel, which contained the altar of St. Katherine. A modern inscription attached 
(or lately attached) to the south wall, denotes that the “Chappell and a piece of ground 
thereunto belonging (was) granted in the reign of Edward I. to the Company of Weavers 
for their use for ever, 1299.” As the church property had not at this period lapsed from 
the Knights Templars, who had on this spot a prioral cell, the grant referred to, if 
authentic, must have come from the Knights themselves to the Guild of Weavers. We 
have not, however, been able to find any historical authority for the statement in 
question. The Pafent Rolls, of course, agree with the foundation charter, which we 
shall bye and bye recite, in assigning the 16th year (1392) of Richard II. as the date 
of the license of the chantry.t The architectural features of the chapel might accord 
with this date, though they belong properly to a somewhat earlier type of construction, 


the tracery of the windows being of the Decorated period. 


It was enjoined by an ordinance of the time of Edward IV., contained in the Mayor's 
or Ricart’s Kalendar “that on Seynt Kateryn’s even (November 4th) the maire and 
sheriff and their brethren (are) to walk to Seynt Katheryn’s chappell within Temple 
church, there to heare theire evensong, and from evensong to walke into the Kateryn 
halle there to be worshipfully received of the wardeyns and brethren of the same; and 
in the halle there to have theire fires, and theire drynkyngs with spysed cake-brede and 
sondry wynes; the cuppes merelly filled aboute the house, and then to depart every 
man home; the maire, sherif, and the worshipfull men redy to receyve at their dores 
Seynt Kateryn’s players, making them to drynke at their dores, and rewardyng them 
for theire playes. And on the morowe, Seynt Kateryn’s day, the maire, sherif, and 
their brethern to be at the Temple churche, and fro hence to walke with the procession 


aboute the towne, and returne to the said Temple churche, there to here mass and 


* Rights of the Clergy, W. Nelson, (1715), p. 154-5. 


16, Rich. Il. ‘Pro cantaria in capella 8. Katherinze Ecclesie Sanctz Crucis de Templo in suburbis ville 
Bristoll.— Cal. Rot. Pat., 224. 
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office. And then every man return home.” A.D. 1578, the following transcript from 
the contemporary conveyance shows that in the zoth year of the reign of Elizabeth 
the chapel and its estate had been alienated into private hands :— 

“Be it knowen unto all men by these presents that whereas we George 
Hayes Esquyer, Thomas Lucas and Richard Grey gentlemen by our writinge 
indented bearing date of these presents have bargeyned and sould unto John 
Cole gent, and Lewys Tomkyns and their heires all that the Chappell of St. 
Katheryn in the parish of the Cross of the Temple in the Cytye of Bristoll and 
of other lands, hereditaments, wherever situate lyeing and being in the seyd 
cytye or elsewhere wherever to the same Chappell belonging and apperteyning 
as by the same Indenture thereof made more plainly apperethe, we the seyd 
George Hayes and Thomas Lucas for viiid- rente do covenant and graunt for 
us oure heyres and executors to and with the seyd John Cole and Lewys 
Tomkyns theyr heyres and executors that yf the seyd Chappell or any parte 
of the lands tenements or hereditaments thereunto belongyng or at any tyme 
heretofor apperteyning shalbe at any tyme hereafter lawfully evycted or receved 
from the seyd John Cole Lewys Tomkyns their heyres or assignes or from any 
of them that then we the seyd George Hayes and Thomas Lucas oure heyres 
or executors shall and will repaye unto the seyd John Cole and Lewys Tomkyns 
theyr executors or assignes two full parts in three parts to be devyded of 
fyftene pounds of lawful money of England to us payd by the seyd John Cole 
and Lewys Tomkys for the purchase of oure two parts of the premises. And 
I the seyd Richard Grey for my parte do covenant and grant for me my heyres 
and executors that if the same chappell or any part of the lands tenements or 
hereditaments thereunto belonginge and at any tyme heretofore apperteyning 
shall be at any tyme hereafter lawfully evycted or recovered from the seyd 
John Cole and Lewys Tomkyns theyr heyres or assignes or from any of them 
that then I the seyd Rychard Grey my heyres and executors shall and will 
repeye to the seyd John Cole and Lewys Tomkyns theyr executors and 
assignes the thyrde parte of the seyd summe of fyftene pounds of lefull money 
of England to me peyd by the seyd John Cole and Lewys Tomkyns for the 


purchase of my parte of the premyses. In witness whereof we the seyd George 
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Hayes and Thomas Lucas and Richard Grey have hereunto put our hands and 
seales the fourteenthe daye of ffebruarie in the twentyeth yere of the reyne of 
our Sovereyne lady Elizabeth by the grace of God of England France and 
Ireland quene defender of the feyth, etc.” 


1593, 20th April, by Indentures of Feoffmend of this date, made between Lewis 
Tomkins of the City of Bristol, Weaver, surviving Feoffee of the lands and other 
property of the Company, Society or Corporation of Weavers within the said City, of 
the one part, and William Howell, Henry Croker, William Worthington, Richard Prior, 
Michael Winston, William Dane, Thomas Green, John Jeyne, Anthony Rogers, Richard 
Chubb, William Morgan and John Overett, Citizens and Weavers of the same city, of 
the other part— 


~“It is witnessed that said Lewis Tomkins for and in discharge of the trust in him 
reposed by the Company, etc., of the Weavers aforesaid, touching the said lands and 
for divers other good causes, etc., did grant, bargain and sell alien enfeoff delivered 


and confirmed to the said William Howell and others— 


“All that the Chappell of St. Catherine in the north side of the parish 
church of the Holy Cross of Temple in the City of Bristol aforesaid together 
with a certain capital Messuage or Tenement with the appurtenances situate 
in or near Temple street commonly called by the name of Saint Catherine’s 
Hall and then in the possession of the Society of the Weavers aforesaid or their 
Assignee or Assignees and divers other Messuages in Bristol. And also the 
rents, etc. of the same Premises with the appurtenances. Together with all 
and singular rents, fines, etc., in as large ample and beneficial manner and 
form to all intents, etc. as the said Lewis Tomkins his heirs and assigns might, 
etc. have and enjoy the same premises by reason of any Gift Grant or 
Conveyance thereof made by George Hayes Esq., Thomas Lucas and Peter 
Gray Gentlemen by their deeds indented bearing date the 17th Feb. in the 
2oth year of Elizabeth, etc. and not otherwise to hold unto said William 
Howell and others and their heirs and assigns for ever to the only proper use 
and behoof of said Howell and others of their heirs and assigns for evermore. 


Upon special trust and confidence and to the intent and purpose that said 
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Howell and others, etc. shall bestow and employ all the fines rents and 
revenues issues profits and commodities of or by the same premises for and to 
the use and benefit of the Company, etc. of the Weavers aforesaid and in and 
about their repairs affairs and business of the same Company in such sort 
manner and form as the Master and Company of the Weavers for the time 
being within the said City of Bristol or the most part of them from time to time 
for ever should limit and appoint and not otherwise. And to hold the same 
premises, etc. by the rent services thereof due and of right accustomed and 
thereafter to become due and payable either to the said Sovereign Lady the 
Queene’s Majesty, her successors or any other the chief lord or lords of the fee 
or fees thereof. And further said Tomkins for the consideration aforesaid did 
grant bargain and sell to said Howell and others all the arrearages of rents 
fines and profits of the Premises before mentioned, etc. due from the time 
wherein the same premises ought first to have come to the hands of their said 
Sovereign Lady the Queen or of any of her progenitors until the day of the 
date thereof. 

To have, etc. to said Howell and others their heirs and assigns forever 
without any account or other thing to be yielded paid or answered in as large 
and ample a manner as the same were granted, etc. to said Tomkins and Cole 
by said Hayes Lucas and Grey or by any of them in and by the recited Indre 
aforesaid. To the intent and purpose aforesaid which said Chapple and 
Premises with the appurts together with the arrearages aforesaid their said 
Sovereign Lady Elizabeth the Queen’s Majesty that then was by her Highness’ 
Letters Patent under the Great Seal of England bearing date at Gorchamburge the 
8th March tn the 19th year of Her Hrghness’ reign did among other things give 
and grant unto Peter Gray Esq. deceased father of the said Richard Grey and 
to Edward Grey Gentleman second son of the said Peter: Whose Estate and 
Interest therein said Tomkins then had by good and lawful Conveyance and 
Assurance in the law. 

General Warranty of title by said Tomkins covenants by said 
Howell and others for payment of said arrearages of rent then due or 


to become due to the said Queen’s Majesty her heirs or successors. 
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And indemnify said Tomkins therefrom and that they said Howell 
and others or the four last survivors of them would at the request of 
the said Company enfeoff and grant all and singular said Premises 
with the appurts by a good Conveyance in the law to twelve other of 
the most ancient and persons of best credit of the Company of Weavers 
aforesaid then being and to their heirs to the intent and purpose 
aforesaid. And with such covenants for their parts to be contained 


as were contained in the now abstracting Indre.” 


In the 26th year of Charles II., the feoffees of the Weavers’ estates granted the chapel, 
hall and house property of the Society to Thomas Goldsmith and William Haberfield, 


clothiers, the following being a transcript of the deed of conveyance :— 


“1674, 15th July—To all people to whom the present writinge shall come 
William Crabb of the City of Bristol, Esq., one of the Aldermen of the same 
City and Richard Crabb, Robert Ford, John Thomas, John Corke of the same 
City weavers surviving feoffee of all the lands, tenements, hereditaments 
belonging to the Company Society Corporation of the Weavers of and within 
the same City of Bristoll send greeting Know Ye: That the said William Crabb 
Robert Ford John Thomas John Corke to the intents and purposes herein 
after mentioned and expressed and for various other good and vallewable 
considerations then thereunto especially movinge Have and each and every of 
them hath graunted, bargained, aliened, sold, enfeoffed and conformed and by 
their presentes doe and each and every of them doth graunt, bargain, sell, 
enfeoffe and confirm unto Thomas Goldsmith the elder and William Haberfield 
of the said City of Bristol clothiers and their heires All that the Chappell of 
St. Katherine in the North side of the Parish Church of the Holy Crosse of 
Temple in the City of Bristoll aforesaid together with a certaine Capitall 
Messuage or Tenement situate, lyinge and beinge in or neere unto a certaine 
street in the said City called Temple street commonly called or known by the 
name of St. Katherine’s Hall aizas the Weavers’ Hall and is now in the 
possession or occupation of the said Society or Company or of their assignes. 


And also two other Messuages or Tenements lyinge together in the same 
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street and adjoining to the West end of the same Hall with two gardens 
thereunto belonginge late in the tenure of Katherine Dale widdow and now 
of the said Robert Forde or of his assignes, bounded with a Messuage or 
tenement now in the tenure of Richard Matthew on the North part, and a 
Messuage or Tenement now in the tenure of John Bannister on the South part 


thereof. And also one other garden ground in the said street reaching from 


- the same street forwards on the West part unto the Lawditch backwards on the 


East part late in the tenure of Elizabeth Clement widdow and now of Phillip 
Rooke or of his assignes. And also fower other Messuages or Tenements sett, 
lyinge and beinge in the same street late in the tenure of Matthew Warren 
clothier, and now of John Cary Lynnen Draper or of his assignes and adjoineth 
to the South side of the house wherein Nicholas Payne gent did heretofore 
inhabit. And also one other Messuage or Tenement sett, lyinge and beinge in 
the West side of the same street late in the tenure of John Were and now of 
John Day dyer or of his assignes, with a garden ground thereunto belonginge 
reaching from the back of the same Messuage or Tenement forwards unto the 
Lawditch backwards, and the said Messuage and garden ground doe conteyne 
thirteen foot and an halfe in breadth bounded with a Messuage or Tenement 
now in the tenure of Roger Baily on the North side and a Messuage or Tenement 
now in the tenure of Anthony Codee weaver, or of his assigne adjoyning to the 
Messuage or Tenement last before mentioned on the North side and to a 
Tenement belonging unto the Parishioners of St. Thomas called the Whitehouse 
on the South side thereof with a garden ground thereunto belonginge, reaching 
from the backe part of the said Messuage or Tenement forwards on the East 
part unto the Lawditch backwards on the West part. And also fower other 
Messuages or Tenements lately by buildinge converted into twoe Messuages 
or Tenements with all wayes to the same belonginge, sett, lyinge and beinge 
together in the West side of the same street adjoyninge to the said house called 
the Whitehouse on the North part and a Tenement late in the tenure of the 
said Richard Crabb or of his assignes on the South part, with fower small 
gardens now used as twoe gardens to the same belonginge now in the tenure 


of John Hynd Sugar Baker. And also one Messuage or Tenement sett lyinge 
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and beinge in the West side of the same street late in the tenure of Robert 
Blackborow Brewer and now of Mary Day widdow with a garden thereunto 
belonginge reechinge from the backer (szc) part of the said Tenement forwards 
unto the Lawditch backwards, bounded with a Messuage or Tenement now in 
the tenure of Thomas Sperrin on the North part and a Tenement now in the 
tenure of Richard Noble on the South part. And also one other Messuage or 
Tenement sett lyinge and beinge in the West side of the same street adjoyning 
to the Lands of the Chamber of Bristoll on the South side thereof late in the 
tenure of — Hobbs widdow and now of John Hort Currier or of his assignes 
and doth conteyne by measure from the said street to the backer part thereof 
threescore and eighteen foot, and in breadth next the same street twenty and 
eight foot with a garden ground thereunto belonginge reaching from the 
backer part of the said Messuage forwards on the East part unto the Lawditch 
backwards on the West part neere whereunto standeth a barne now in the 
tenure of one — Stacy, which said garden ground hath been lately divided by 
John-Sanders Grocer (sometimes tenant thereof) with a stonewall and the 
same garden doth conteyne in length from the backer part of the same 
Messuage to the said stonewall twoe hundred and fower feet and from the said 
stonewall to the Lawditch ninty and eight foot (upon part whereof standeth a 
summer house lately built by the said John Sanders and doth adjoyne also 
to the Land of the Chamber of Bristoll on the South side and to the land of 
the said John Sanders on the North side) and in breadth neere the same wall 
one and twenty foot. And also one other Messuage or Tenement sett lyinge 
and beinge on Redcliff Hill within the suburb of the said City of Bristoll late 
in the tenure of William Bord and now of William Hollister or of his assignes 
conteyninge in length from the street there forwards unto a garden sometimes 
of the Vicars of Redcliffe backwarde fower score and eleaven foot and an halfe 
and in breadth next the street thirteen foot and a halfe, in the middle fifteen 
foot, and att the further end of a workhouse belonginge to the same Messuage 
or Tenement and adjoyninge to the said garden sixteen foot. And also twelve 
shillings of lawful money of England, payable on the second day of February 
yearely by the masters of the Company of Clothworkers of the said City of 
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Bristoll to the masters of the Company of Weavers of the same City, to be by 
them distributed to and amongst the poore Almshouse people in the Weavers’ 
Hall or to such other poore people of the said Company of Weavers as in the 
discretion of the masters of the said Company for the time being shall be 
thought meet. And alsoe all and singular other Messuages Lands Tenements 
rents annuities advantages priviledges and appurtenants whatsoever to the 
said hereby graunted and conveyed premises belonging to or in any wise 
apperteyninge in as large ample and beneficiall manner and forme as they the 
said William Crabb etc. can or may graunt or convey the same. And the 
reversion or reversions, remainder and remainders thereof * * * To have 
and to hold the said Chappell Messuages, etc. * * * and every part and 
parcell thereof hereby graunted and conveyed * * * unto the said Thomas 
Goldsmith and William Haberfield their heires and assignes for ever * * 
To be holden of the chiefe lord or lords of the fee or fees of the premises by 


the rents and services therefore due and of right accustomed, etc., etc. 


“Signed and sealed by William Crabb, Richard Crabb, Robert Ford (his 
cipher), John Thomas, John Corke, 26th year Charles II.” 


[September 25th, 1748, “The House adjoyning to the Cock and Bottle in 
Temple street belonging to Mr. Ellett now in possession of Mr. Coats Baker 
pays ten shillings per year lord’s rent to the Company of Weavers.” ] 


“27th and 28th September, 1764. By Indentures of Lease and Release of 
these dates the release between Isaac Sperrin (the elder), weaver and others, 
surviving feoffees of all and singular the said Landes etc. belonging to the said 
Company of Weavers of first part, John Robbins (the elder) and Joseph Fry 
both of Bristol aforesaid Weavers, Masters ot the said Company of Weavers 
of the second part, and William Fryer William Plomer (the elder) George 
Ballor (the elder) and other Weavers (late Masters of said Company) Thomas 
Godfrey (the elder) Mark Fryer George Ballor (the younger) and others therein 
also named together thirty-one persons of the third part. 

“ Tt is by said Indre of release witnessed that pursuant to the trust in them 


said surviving feoffees invested, and to the end and intent that the several 
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Messes etc. thinafter granted with their respective appurts, might always be 
remain and continue to the uses and purposes thinafter mentioned and 
expressed, and in conson of five shillings to them said surviving feoffees, or 
some or one of them paid by said persons of the second and third parts, some 
or one of them, the rects. etc. They said parties of the first part at the request 
of said Robbins and Fry as Masters of the said Company testified etc. And 
every and either of them did grant bargain sell alien enfeoff release convey 
assure and confirm unto said Fryer Plomer (the elder) Fryer and others the 
thirty-one persons including said Ballor (the younger) and to their heirs and 


assigns for ever. 


“Said abstracted Premises. And all rents etc. And all the 
Estate etc. Together with all Deeds etc. 


“To hold unto said William Fryer, Plomer (the elder) Mark Fryer, George 
Ballor (the elder) and others the said thirty-one persons including said George 
Ballor (the younger) their heirs and assigns for ever. To the use and behoof of 
the old and new trustees or feoffees their heirs and assigns for ever. But upon 
trust nevertheless and to and for the same or the like uses trusts intents and 
purposes as at and before the making and executing these presents they said 
surviving feoffees grantors parties thereto any or either of them stood seized 
or possessed of the said lands etc. belonging to the Company etc. of Weavers 
aforesaid. And to or for no other use intent trust or purpose whatsoever. 
And upon this further trust that when they the said Grantors and Grantees 
should by death be reduced to the number of seven persons at least Then 
such surviving persons should and would upon request to them made by the 
Masters for the time being of the said Company and at the costs and charges of 
the said trust Estate in an effectual and proper manner grant release and convey 
All and singular the said Messuages etc. unto at least twelve or more such 
other substantial persons and of the best credit of the said Company Society 
or Corporation and in case so many should not be found then such other persons 
as such said surviving persons should name and think proper their heirs and 


assigns. To the use of them said surviving the said Masters of the said 
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Company for the time being, and such said twelve or more persons and their 
heirs and assigns for ever. Upon the like trust and to and for the same uses 
intents and purposes as were thinbefore mentioned and declared of and 
concerning the same premises.” 


Executed and attested. 


LEASE FOR A YEAR. 


“This Indenture made the 27th September, in the year of our Lord 1764 
and in the 4th year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third by 
the grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King D.F. and so 
forth Between Isaac Sperrin (the elder) of Turverton otherwise Tiverton in 
the County of Somerset weaver, John Smith late of the City of Bristol but now 
of the parish of St. Philip and Jacob in the County of Gloucester weaver, 
Samuel Pearce of the City of Bristol Grocer, James Godfrey of the same City 
(delit.) ——— Thomas Godfrey (the younger) of the said City of Bristol 
Basketmaker and Thomas Dyne of the City of London aforesaid Basketmaker, 
surviving feoffees of all and singular the Lands, Messuages, Tenements, 
Rents and hereditaments belonging to the Society Company or Corporation 
of Weavers in the said City of Bristol of the one part, and William Fryer, 
William Plomer (the elder) George Ballor (the elder) John Trist (the elder) 
John Hughes (the elder) and John Bradford all of the said City of Bristol 
weavers, late Masters of the said Company, Thomas Godfrey (the elder) father 
of the above named Thomas Godfrey, Thomas King and Francis Bryant all 
of the said City of Bristol weavers, John Bryant of the parish of St. Philip and 
Jacob aforesaid weaver, Joseph Smith of the same place dyer son of the said 
John Smith, Isaac Redman, John Haydon (the elder), William Merrifield, 
Benjamin Hawkins and John Hughes the younger son of the aforesaid John 
Hughes (the elder) all of the City of Bristol weavers, William Plomer (the 
younger) of the same City accomptant, son of the aforesaid William Plomer 
(the elder), John Haydon (the younger) of the same City weaver son of the 
aforesaid John Haydon (the elder), John Williams of the same City Yeoman 


Isaac Sperrin (the younger) son of the aforesaid Isaac Sperrin (the elder), 


Guild of Bristol Weavers. 27 


John Robbins (the younger) son of John Robbins (the elder) weaver of the 
present masters of the said Company, William Fry son of Joseph Fry weaver, 
the other of the present masters of the said Company, Mark Fryer son of the 
said William Fryer, George Ballor (the younger) son of the aforesaid George 
Ballor (the elder), John Trist (the younger) son of the aforesaid John Trist (the 
elder), Francis Hughes another son of the said John Hughes (the elder), John 
Bryant son of the said Francis Bryant, Roger Merrifield son of the said 
William Merrifield, H. T. Brown son of H. T. Brown late of Bristol aforesaid 
weaver deceased, Robert Hake son of Robert Hake also late of Bristol 
aforesaid, weaver deceased and John Ratenbury son of Francis Ratenbury of 
the same City of Bristol weavers of the other part Witnesseth that for in 
consideration of the sum of five shillings of lawful money of Great Britain to 
them the said surviving feoffees or some or one of them in hand at or before 
the ensealing and delivery of these presents paid and satisfied by the said 
William Fryer, William Plomer (the elder) and other the persons heretofore 
named to be of the second part some or one of them the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged. They the said Isaac Sperrin (the elder), John Smith, 
Samuel Pearce, James Godfrey, Charles Williams, Thomas Godfrey (the younger) 
and Thomas Dyne Have and every one and either of them Hath bargained 
and sold by the presents Do and every and either of them Doth bargain and 
sell unto the said William Fryer, William Plomer (the elder), George Ballor 
(the elder) * * * * * and John Ratenbury All that edifice or building 
called or known by the name of the Chapel of St. Katherine situate in the 
North side of and adjoining to the parish church of Temple otherwise Holy 
Cross within the said City of Bristol now in the possession and occupation of 
the said Society or Company. And also All that small piece of garden ground 
situate behind or on the Eastward part of the said Chapel now in the tenure of 
the Reverend Mr. John Price vicar of the parish church of Temple otherwise 
Holy Cross aforesaid as tenant to the said Society or Company. And also all 
that Capital Messuage Tenement or Hall situate and being in or near unto and 
on the Eastward part or side of a certain street called Temple street within the 


parish of Temple otherwise Holy Cross in the City of Bristol aforesaid 
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commonly called or known by the name of St. Katherine’s Hall otherwise the 
Weavers’ Hall now in the possession or occupation of the said Society or 
Company. And also All that heretofore a garden whereon a house was 
formerly built situate lying and being in the West side of Temple street 
aforesaid between a Messuage or Tenement sometime since in the possession 
of Mary Millard widow on the South part and a Messuage a Tenement some 
time since in the possession of one Stephen Walter on the North part which 
said house was heretofore in the possession of John Cary Merchant and since 
of Hannah Harmer widow. And also the reversion and inheritance of all that 
Messuage or Tenement with the appurts wherein Thomas Sperrin weaver 
hertofore dwelt situate and being on the Westward side of Temple Street 
aforesaid between a Messuage or Tenement heretofore in the tenure of Anthony 
Cock Clothier on the South part and a Messuage or Tenement hertofore in the 
tenure of Roger Hayly weaver on the North part extending itself from Temple 
Street aforesaid on the Eastward part unto a Workhouse and Bowery 
heretofore in. the tenure of the said Anthony Cock on the Westward part. 
And also all that garden and workhouse hertofore belonging and extending 
from the said Bowery unto the Lawditch there backward which said Messuage 
or Tenement is now called or known by the name or sign of the Cock and 
Bottle and all the said premises are now in the possession of Richard Warren 
and Company Glassmakers or their undertenant. And also the reversion and 
inheritance of all that Messuage or Tenement and garden thereunto belonging 
situate and being within the parish of St. Mary Redclift in the suburbs of the 
said City of Bristol on a place or street there called Redclift Hill heretofore in 
the tenure of Thomas Hopkins (the elder) Hair Weaver since that of Mary 
Hopkins widow late of (delzt.) Dorey Joiner but now of William Stockhouse 
Carpenter, Bounded by the said street on or towards the East part with a 
Messuage or Tenement called or known by the name or sign of the Crown and 
Anchor and the garden thereof on or towards the South part with a garden 
belonging to the parsonage house of the said parish of Redclift on or towards 
the West part, and a Messuage or Tenement late of and belonging to Thomas 
Harris Clerk who lately rebuilt the same on or towards the North part thereof. 
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And also all and singular other the Messuages or Lands Tenements and 
Hereditaments whatsoever situate, standing lying and being within the said 
City of Bristol and Liberties thereof belonging or reputed to be belonging 
unto the Company Society or Corporation of Weavers aforesaid or commonly 
esteemed deemed and taken to be or called the Weavers’ or Company of 
Weavers’ Lands and all Rooms Chambers Kitchens Cellars Lofts Lights 
Ways Paths Passages Waters Water Courses Easements Profits Commodities 
Privileges Advantages Hereditaments and Appurtenances whatsoever to the 
said several Messuages or Tenements Ground and Premises hereby bargained 
and sold or intended so to be and every or any part and parcel thereof 
belonging or in any wise appertaining and all rents and services reserved due 
or payable upon or by virtue of any Demise Lease or Grant Demises Leases or 
Grants made or Granted of the same premises or any part or parts thereof and 
particularly the yearly rent of ten shillings payable out of the said Messuage 
or Tenement called the Cock and Bottle in Temple Street aforesaid and the 
yearly rent of thirty shillings payable out of the said Messuage or Tenement 
on Redclift Hill and the reversion and reversions remainders and reversions 
thereof. To have and to hold all and singular the said Messuages, etc. hereby 
bargained and sold unto the said William Fryer * * * * John Ratenbury 
their heirs executors, etc, from the day next before the day of the date of these 
presents for and during and unto the full end and term of one whole year from 
thence forth next ensuing and fully to be complete and ended. Yielding and 
Paying therefore the Rent of a pepper corn only on the last day of the said 
term of the same shall be personally demanded which said bargain and sale 
hereby made is so made to this only intent and purpose that by virtue hereof 
and by force of the statute made for transferring of uses unto possession They 
the said Bargainees may be in the actual possession of all and singular the 
said several Messuages, etc. hereby bargained and sold or mentioned or 
intended hereby so to be and every part and parcel thereof and thereby be 
enabled to accept and take and grant and release of the Fee Simple and 
Inheritance thereof from the aforesaid Bargainers to them the said Bargainees 


their heirs and assigns for ever. To the uses upon the Trusts and for the 
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intents and purposes in such grant and release to be declared touching the 
same. In witness whereof the parties first above named to these present 
Indentures their Hands and seals interchangeably have set the day and year 


first above written : 


ISAAC SPERRIN, 
JOHN SMITH, 

SAMUEL PEARCE, 
JAMES GODFREY, 
THOMAS GODFREY, junr.” 


“This Indenture in three parts made the 28th September 1764 in the 
4th of George IIT. Between Isaac Sperrin senr. of Twerton weaver, John Smith 
and others surviving feoffees of the lands etc. of the Society of Weavers of Bristol 
of the first part. John Robbins (the elder) and Joseph Fry present masters of 
said Company of the second part, and William Fryer, William Plomer and 
others late masters of same, Thomas Godfrey George Ballor and others of the 
third part. Witnesseth that pursuant to the Trust in them the surviving 
feoffees vested and to the intent that the several Messuages etc. herein after 
granted may always be remain and continue to the uses and purposes herein 
after mentioned and expressed and for and in consideration of the sum of five 
shillings of lawful money of Great Britain to them the said surviving feoffees 
or some or one of them in hand at or before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents paid and satisfied by the said John Robbins (the elder) and other the 
feoffees named to be of the third part the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged 
They the said Isaac Sperrin (the elder), John Smith, Samuel Pearce, James 
Godfrey, Charles Williams, Thomas Godfrey (the younger) and Thomas Dynes 
at the request of them the said John Robbins and Joseph Fry as Masters of 
the Society Company or Corporation aforesaid testified by their respectively 
joining and executing of these presents Have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, 
enfeoffed, conveyed, assured and confirmed And by these presents grant and 
confirm unto the said Willlam Fryer, William Plomer (the elder), George 
Ballor (the elder), George Ballor (the younger) and others * * * (delzt.) 
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possession now being by virtue of a Bargain and sale made by the said 
surviving feoffees for one whole year by indenture of the date the day next 
before the day of the date of these presents and by force of the statute made 
for transferring of uses into possession and to their heirs and assigns for ever 
All that ‘edifice or building called or known by the name of the Chapel of St. 
Katherine situate in the North side of and adjoining to the parish church of 
Temple otherwise Holy Cross within the said City of Bristol now in the 
possession and occupation of the said Society or Company. And also all that 
small piece of garden ground behind the Chapel, also St. Katherine’s or 
Weavers’ Hall, Garden and house on West side of Temple Street to have and 
to hold upon trust that when the said Grantors and Grantees (parties to these 
presents) shall by death be reduced to the number of seven persons at least 
then such surviving persons shall and will upon request to them made by the 
Masters for the time being of the said Society of Weavers grant release and 
convey all and singular the said Messuages, Tenements, Buildings, Lands, 
Rents, Annuities and Hereditaments hereby granted unto at least twelve or 
more such other substantial persons and of the best credit of the said Company 
and in case so many such persons shall not be found then such other persons 
as such surviving persons shall name and think proper their heirs and assigns 
to the use of them the survivors the said Masters of the said Company for the 
time being and such said twelve or more persons and their heirs and assigns 
for ever with the like trusts and to and for the same uses intents and purposes 
as are herein before mentioned and declared of and concerning the said 
premises. And to for and upon no other trust use intent or purposes whatever. 

“Signed and sealed by Isaac Sperrin, John Smith, Samuel Pearce, James 


Godfrey, Thomas Godfrey, junr., John Robbins, mark of Joseph Fry and 


“Endorsed by Isaac Sperrin and Feoffees of the Weavers’ 


Company to Messrs. Fryer, Plomer and new Feoffees. 


“Conveyance by way of feoffment of the Weavers’ 
Lands Rents etc. to uses. 


Date 28th September 1764.” 
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A perticular of some late and some more antient wrytings of Lands, etc. granted 
which may or doe concerne the Company of Weavers within the Citie of Bristoll, 
taken the 27th day, August, 1668 :— 


prices By lease granted to John Barnes Brewer for 79 yeares at the rent of 20s. 
p. annum quarterly payable 47 yeares expired, 32 to come. , 
3 of qane Lease granted to Gower Lancaster for a terme in fee farme at the rent of 


8s. p. annum payable quarterly for ever. 


Sa Lease granted by the ffeoffees to Thomas Goldsmith of two houses in the 
tenures of Robert Pope and John Banister ffor 99 years (if 3 lives or any of 
them so long live) rent yearely 42s, at Michaelmas and Our Lady Day. 


II nore Lease to Henry Gibbs Brewer of a Tenement and garden and of 3 more 

K, James. holden by Mr. Cock in fee farme rent for all 46s., v¢z. for that of Thomas 
Woods ios. for that of Thomas Woods (beinge another) 12s. ffor that of John 
Willyams 12s. And for that of Humfrey Gwilliam 12s. 


e As Lease to Luke Harris of a Brewe house and garden in the tenure of Walter 
Pykes (formerly of John Swifte Weaver) ffor 81 yeares at 13s. 4d. rent. 
9’ as Lease to N. Nichols of a garden in Temple Street between the Land of 

: Anthony Stanback north and Christ Church land south, ffor ever in fee farme. 
Rent 4d. every yeare at Michaelmas. 

1656. Lease to James Duncan a Seaman adjoyning to the Weavers Hall ffor 99 
years if Ann wife of James, Elizabeth their daughter and Elizabeth daughter 
of Thomas Wood junior or any of them live so long. Rent yearely 16d. 

22 age Lease granted to Willyym Hollister ffeltmaker of one Tenement and 

1052. 


garden at Redclifthill and garden at Redcliffhill reachinge from Redcliffhill 
forwards to the parsonage house backwards ffor 99 yeares if he the said 
William, Samuel his sonne and Margaret his daughter or any of them so long 


live. At the rent of 2os. yearely. 
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Mr. Alderman Price deceased in the year one thousson seven and thirty 
eigth 1738 being one of the lives belonging to the land as Mrs. Mellard do hold. 

A lease granted to Thomas Hopkins wever the zoth day of December 
1673 was granted Mary Hopkins and her son Thomas Hopkins paying ten 
shillings a yere, on 25th of March and the 29th of September of good and 
lawfull money of England. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Mr. Price the last life upon the Land adjoining to the Weavers’ Hall 
which is now in possession of Mrs. Millard dyed the 1oth day of September 
1739. 


II ve oS Lease granted to John Price House-carpenter of three old and ruined 
messuages and voyd ground adjoyning to the Weavers’ Hall for 99 yeares if 
Joane the wife of Edward Millard John and James sonne of the said John Price 
or any or either of them shall live, at the rent of 38. 6d. paid yerly. 


“T promise to keep dry in good repair the tyling part of the North side of 
the Weavers’ Chapel for one shilling per year for the term of my life. Accidents 
by fire only excepted. 


JAMES TUCKER. 
September 25th, 1738. 


1777. The right of the Weavers to St. Katherine’s Chapel appears to have been 
disputed at this time by the vicar of Temple, the Rev. Arthur Bedford. The following 
letter to the Master of the Company, Mr. Tyley, implies that the Weavers’ chaplain 
had asserted ownership in the chapel on behalf of the Weavers, a claim that the vicar 
disputed. 

“Sir, I received on Tuesday last a long letter from Mr. Curtiss, but there 
was nothing in it which caused me to alter my opinion of your right to ‘the 
chappel. In the close of his letter he gives you hopes of his being inclined to 
an accomodation, and I have taken the freedom of proposing to him that he 


shall have his crown, such times for reading prayers, and the profits of the 
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funerals as usual, and officiate in person except in case of sickness, etc., and 
let all things stand as they did before any difference began, which is the same 
that I now make to your Company. I hope that this may make peace on both 
sides, which will be a satisfaction to 

Your real friend and servant, 


Horton, Dor., 7,1727. ARTHUR BEDFORD. 
To Mr. Edmund Tyley, Master of the Weavers’ Company in Bristol.* 


The following legal Case was referred in 1838 to Mr. Richard Burroughs for opinion— 
CASE. 

“The Weavers’ Company was one of the most ancient of the working Companies in 
Bristol. Certain rules wnder the sanction of the Corporation were instituted inflicting 
fines for misconduct and containing directions for the good government of the Society, 
and for taking apprentices, etc. The Masters were chosen annually and sworn into 
office by the Corporation. The rents and profits of their Messuages, etc. were applied 
for the general benefit of the Company, and they held their Meeting in St. Catherine’s 
Hall in Temple Street now used as the Jews’ Synagogue, at an annual rent.~ 
Considerable portions of the property comprised in the early Feoffments have from 
time to time deen granted off in fee farm grants and leases for terms at certain rents; the 
annual income of the Society may now be estimated at about £28. 

“ By the foregoing abstract of the Feoffments it will be seen that the Chapel of St. 
Catherine adjoining (and now used with) Temple Church and other property were 
granted by Queen Elizabeth by Letters Patent to the family of the Greys, and that 
they conveyed it to certain individuals for the benefit of the Company. 

“The Company has long ceased to exist. Mark Fryer, one of the Feoffees named in 
the last abstracted Feoffment, is understood to have been the last member of the 
Company who was chosen Master, and it is said that he received the rents and 
appropriated the same to his own use till his death, which took place in 1800, although 
some few of the members of the Company were then living. Since Mr. Fryer’s death 


some or one of the Feoffees who survived him have continued to receive the rents and 
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* Fox MSS., 25. 
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divide the same among themselves and two or three of the surviving members of the 
Company, the last of whom, it appears, died about (—— ) years since, and Mr. George 
Ballor, the surviving Feoffee, is now in the receipt thereof. 

“Mr. Ballor now states that he was chosen a member of the Weavers’ Company about 
forty-eight years since. Mr. Ballor does not know in what situation he stands with 
regard to this property, that is whether he may consider the Heredits as his own 
property, and disposable by him; or whether he or his family may be called on by any 
person, and by whom to account for the monies received or which may be yet received 
by him or them therefrom. 


“The favour of your best attention and opinion is, therefore, requested on behalf of 
Mr. Ballor, the sole surviving Feoffee, on the following points :— 


“ 1st, —Whether Mr. Ballor is entitled to receive and retain to his own use the rents 
and profits of the premises comprised in the last abstracted Feoffment, and to grant 
leases thereof and otherwise to dispose of the same or any part thereof by Deed or Will 
for the benefit of himself and his own family as his own estate, the Weavers’ Company, 


as a Company, having some years since become extinct. And if not, why not? 


“ >nd.— Whether Mr. Ballor is compellable to renew the leases granted by former or 


other Feoffees who covenanted for perpetual renewal, on payment of certain fines? 


“¢ 3rd.— Whether, if you should be of opinion that Mr. Ballor cannot dispose of the 
heredits for the benefit of his family or otherwise as he may deem fit, you think the 
same would escheat to the Crown, or would the Chancellor order a Scheme to be carried 
into effect for selling the property to uses as nearly as possible in conformity with the 
trusts or uses declared by the Feoffments, and if Mr. B. should be advised to make a 
discovery of the property.to the Commissioners of the Treasury, would the Crown 
be likely to grant him as good a lease of the premises as it can grant? Sve “Moggeridge 
v Thackwell,” 3 B.C.C., p. 7, Vesey junr. = 

“ And generally be pleased to advise Mr. Ballor the best course to be adopted under 


the foregoing circumstances.” 


I have now given this case and the accompanying documents my best consideration. 


From the statements made in the case, I understand that the Company of Weavers was 


seus te 
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not a Corporation and that the Real property belonging to the Company was purchased 
by them for valuable consideration, and not given to them upon Trust. I also understand 
that Mr. George Ballor is the only surviving Feoffee, and also the sole remaining 
member of the Company. Allowing that this is the correct state of the case, I am 
inclined to think that Mr. Ballor would be held in the event of litigation to be absolutely 
entitled to this property for his own benefit, inasmuch as he appears to fill in his own 
person the two characters of Trustee and sole Cestinque Trust; and would thus have 
the preferable right both at law and in equity. 

“Tf, however, the fact really be that Mr. Ballor was not admitted a member of the 
Company, but stood in the position of Trustee only, and there be no members of the 
Company now living, several questions of great difficulty immediately occur, upon 
which the profession are divided in opinion, and upon which there are different decisions. 
It is understood, however that a case somewhat similar to the present is now before the 
court. | 

“Under all circumstances of the case, I should advise Mr. Ballor to execute a 
conveyance to some person /o the use of himself in fee simple, such conveyance to 
contain a Recital—that he (Mr. Ballor) is seized in fee. This instrument, at a future 
period, may become the root of a Title divested of any notice of a Trust; and, considering 
the small value of the property, I should think there was no probability of disturbance. 
It is impossible to form an opinion, without seeing the intruments, as to whether Mr. 
Ballor is bound by the covenants for renewal, but in case such leases be renewed, I 
should advise the omission of all reference to the original Trusts. 

“ T believe the above observations will fully answer, according to the best of my ability, 


the several questions put to me.” 
RICHARD BURROUGHS, 


Bristol, April 2nd, 1838. 
Records of interments in the Weavers Chapel are frequent in 1767 and onward till 
nearly the close of the eighteenth century, when they cease. Thus :— 
“1767, 21 July, Mother of Mr. Harmer buried in Weavers’ Chapel.” 
“1769, February, Received of Mrs. Williams six shillings and eight pence 
for leave to bury her husband in the Weavers’ Chapple joining Temple Street.” 
Paid. JoHN HAyDON, Master. 
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1769, June. Received of Mr. Thomas six shillings and eight pence for 
leave to bury Mrs. Jeliffe in the Weavers Chapple joining Temple Church. 
Paid. JOHN Haypon, Master. 


1769, June 20th. Received of Mrs. Bisnes 1 3 shillings and four pence 
for leave to bury her husband in the Weavers’ Chapple a fee for never burying 


there before. 
Paid. John Haydon, Master. 


“ Received the 5 April, 1780, of Widow Isabella Maxwell of the Parish of 

St. Augustine thirteen shillings and four pence for the interment of your 
husband Mr. Robert Maxwell the 2 January 1779 in St. Catherine’s Chappel 
adjoining Temple Church belonging to the Company of Weavers, £9 13s. 4d.” 
WILLIAM FRYER, Master. 


July 1780. Daughter of William Plummer buried in same chapel, 13s. ad. 

26 November 1787. Thomas Sidwell, deceased, 6s. 8d. 

8 June 1788. Charlotte Vaughan, daughter of Mrs. Mary Vaughan, ibid., 
3s. 4d. 

13 July 1788. Mrs. Joan Williams, ibid., 6s. 8d. 

13 July 1794. Wife of William Plummer, ibid., 6s. 8d. 


Received January roth 1776 of Mr. Harmer six shillings and eight pence 
for burying his sister in the Weavers’ Chappell. 
Paid. WILLIAM FRYER, Master. 


Received 29th May, 1771 of Mr. William Plummer for the use of a stone 
in the Weavers’ Chaple one pound one shilling. 


4 July 1772. Received 6/8 for burying Mrs. Bissick in the Weavers’ 
Chapel going throu Temple Church. 


Received the 30 July 1788 of Mrs. Francis Boscombe ten shillings and 
sixpence for 1 year’s rent of a pew in St. Catherine’s Chappell adjoining 
Temple Church, commencing the 30 July 1788 and ending the 30 July 1789. 


60 10 o. 
MARK FRYER. 


(This entry is repeated in 1790). 
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RULES AND ORDINANCES. 


In the first year of Edward IV., William Canynge, Mayor, complaint was made 
before the Town Council that many able-bodied weavers, fit to serve if required in the 
King’s wars, were wandering about unoccupied in consequence of the wives and 
daughters and maid servants of men of the Weavers’ Craft being employed at the home 
looms or hired to others to do the work of the craftsmen. It was, therefore, ordered 
that henceforward anyone setting, putting, or hiring his wife, daughter or maid to “such 
occupation of weaving in the loom with himself or within any other person of the said 
Craft within the said town of Bristowe” shall, upon proof, be fined 6s. 8d., half to the 
Chamber of Bristol, and half to the Craft. The act, however, was not to apply to any 
weaver’s wife thus employed at the time it was made, but the said woman might 


continue to work at the loom as heretofore.* 


In the year 1562, the Ordinances were recast, and fresh articles inserted, with a view 
to accommodate the increased number and altered circumstances of the Craft at that 
period. A copy is here supplied. The regulations consisted of forty-one “items,” and 
curiously illustrate the kinds of conditions and restraints imposed on the craftsmen, 
whether masters, wardens or journeymen. 

There were always, as heretofore, to be two masters and two wardens, with a common 
hall for conversation on and for settlement of the concerns of the Society, and these 
concerns included the consideration and punishment of offences of a kind that would in 
more modern days be brought before the civil magistrates, such as stealing and 
embezzlement. The penalty was invariably a fine; exclusion from the Craft, if repeated, 


with no alternative of imprisonment. 


From THE “LITTLE RED BOOK.” 


To the right honourable maisters the maire sherif and theyr brethren of 


the counsail of this worshipfull town of Bristow. 


Unto your goode masterships your comburgesses John Mede Richard Rolf John 
Tyler and John ap Howell maisters of the Crafte of Wevers of the said Town in maner 


and forme herafter folowing. That is to say, ffirste that divers persons of the said 


* Little Red Book, cxxx. 
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Crafte daily taken upon theym to receve unto ther houses wollen yarne made of filokks 
and thrummes and the same yarnes deceytefully weve in ther homes into the likenesse 
of Brodemedes, that afterwards be sent into divers partes byond see, and there solde to 
marchants strangers as true drapery called Brodemedes made in this said Towne of 
Bristowe to the great infamie and dislaundre of this worshipful Town. Also that divers 
persons of untrue disposicion have heretofore resorted to the said Town and here have 
sette up crafte of Wevers in this worshipfull Town having litell or noon experience in 
that occupacion the which persones have custumably been receptours of wollen 
yarne stolen from wevers and other cloth makers of the said Town. And over that 
they maken cloth of ffokks and thrummes which is deceyvable and may not endure to the 
grete hurte and deceyte as well of the good men of the said crafte of Wevers as of other 
the Kyng’s lieges. Also divers persons of the said crafte of Wevers dailly have used to 
take to be theyr apprentices children and yong men born in the partes of Ireland not being 
under the obeissaunce of oure soveregn lord the Kyng and divers other born in strange 
countreys which have contynued in the service of theyr maisters a yer 1j or 11j, and in 
that meane tyme have been taught by theyr masters in the said crafte of Wevers as 
though they had theyr apprentices bounden by indenture after the custome of this said 
worshipfull Town, howe be to they have not be so bounden, but when so pleased theym 
they have departed from theyr maisters. The which taking of apprentices is agenste 
the auncient good custome of the said Towne of Bristowe. And therby grete hurte 
hath growen to divers persones of the said Crafte of Wevers. And dailly is like to 
growe withoute that by your grete wisdome a streint be had in that behalf. And also 
whereas the said maisters divers tymes when they have assembled togeder at ther 
comon hall in the said Towne called Wevers’ Hall there to comone of maters touchyng 
the good rule of the said crafte have sente the wardens of the same crafte to warne 
and somons divers persones of the same crafte to come vnto the said masters thider 
ther to have their sad advise and holsom counsaills or to accompanye the said maisters 
and come with theym before your maisterships according to your commaundments, 
divers persones of the same crafte so warned have not comoned unto theym but have 
disobeied their commaundments in that behalf contrary to their othes and to the grete 
discomforte of the said masters that nowe be and likely to be the supression of the good 


rule of the said Crafte if it be not by your good maisterships refourmed. 
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Wherefore plaise to your good maisterships as well for the honoure of this worshipfull 
Town as for good rule and the dealing to be had from hensfforth in the said Craft of 
Wevers to ordeyn establish and enacte by the authoritie of the Comon Counsaill 
that no person of the said crafte from the fest of puryficacion of Seint Mary Vyrgyn 
next comyng forthwards take upon him to weve any Brodemede or other cloth made 
of any other stuff than oonly of flees wool or felt wool upon payn of fforfaiture of xs. 
for any cloth, and that every suche Brodemede be made within the said Town of 
Bristowe and not in the Countrey and to be made of v. bondes or above upon the same 
payn. 

Also that from hensforth no person be amitted to occupie the said occupacion of 
cloth Weavers nor occupie the same Crafte unto the tyme that he have been examyned 
by the maisters of the said Crafte of Wevers for the tyme being and that he be by 
theym presented unto the maire and chamberlayn of the same Town for the tyme being 
for a person able in counyng and of good and true condicion to occupie the said crafte 
of cloth Wevers upon payne of forfeiture of xiijs- iiijd. and that the same rewle be kept 
by every wever of brode clothe under the same payne. 

Also that no Wever Burgess of the said Town of Bristowe from hensforth teche nor 
do to be taught any childe or servant any feet perteyning to the said Crafte of Wevers 
before that the same childe or servant be bounde unto the same burgess by indenture 
between theym, to be made and enrolled by the Town clerk of the said Town for the tyme 
being upon payn of forfeiture of xxs. to be levied of the goods of the said burgess that 
will doth contrarie to the ordinaunce. And also that every persone of the said Crafte that 
not appere before the maisters of the same crafte for the tyme being at their said 
hall and gyf unto theym attendunce as welle at processions as all other tymes when he 
shall therto be requyred and duly waryned by the warden of the same Crafte or any of 
theym by the commaundments of the said maisters shall forfaite a‘ every tyme xiid. 

And moreover to ordeyn and establish by authoritee of the said Comon Counsaill that 
the said maisters and their successours maisters of the said crafte for the tyme being 
shall have full authoritee and power to make due serche in all places in the said Town 
of Bristowe for all the said defauts and to levy the said fynes and forfaitures by way of 
distress or otherwise of every persone defectyf in that behalf and the distresse so taken 


to cary awey and to delyver to the Baillifs of the said Town of Bristowe for the tyme 
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being, with theym to remayn unto the tyme every of the said fynes and forfeitures be 
paid unto the maire of the said Town of Bristowe for the tyme being and that afterward 
every of the same fynes and forfeitures shalbe devided into 1j equall p’tes by the same 
maire the oon p’te therof to thuse of the said Baillifs and the other p’te therof to the 
contribucion of the said Crafte of Wevers without any p’don or forgevenesse. 

Also that if from hensforth any p’sone make or do to be made unto the said maisters 
or their successours or to any of theym any resistance contradiction or impediment in 
making of their said serches or of any of theym or in taking or in carying awey the 
said distresses or of any of theym that then only such p’sone so making or causing to 
be made any suche resistance contradiction or impediment shall pay vis. viij4. to be 
levyed paide and devided in maner and forme above rehersed. 

And also by the authoritie afore-rehersed all the said ordenances may be entred in 
the rede pampire boke before the said maisters maire and sherif in the chambre of the 
Guildhall of the said Towne of Bristowe and put in writing under the Comon seale of 
the same Town. 

And we John Stephens and William Regart sherifs of the said Towne of Bristowe 
henry Vaughan, William Wykam, John Hawkeys, William Wadington, John Estherfild, 
John Pauke, William Towker, John Swayn and other of our brethren of the Comon 
Counsail of the same Town to the nombre of xxxie psones assembled in the Counsail 
house of the same Town for comunyon there to be had among us in divers matters 
concernyng the welth of the same Town the monday of the xxth day of the moneth of 
Decembre in the vith year of the reign of King Henry the viith after the conquest of 
England, recyved the said bill to us directed of the foresaid maisters of Wevers and the 
same bill have red and wele understond. And for as moche as we consider the foresaid 
peticions of the same maisters grounded according to reason and good conscience, 
therefore we the said maire sherif and Comon Counsaill by our aller assent graunte 
ordeyn establish and enacte to be observed and kept in like maner and forme as by the 
said maisters of Wevers above is desired. Reserving unto us and our successours 
authoritie and power the said ordenances and every of theym to revoke augment or 
lessyn at all tymes hereafter as to us shall seme convenyent for the pleasure of gode 
honour of the said Town and wel of the same and of the said crafte. Geven under the 


comon seale of the said Town of Bristowe the day and yere affore rehersed. 
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To the Right Worshipful Mr. William Dawer, Mayor of the City of Bristol, 
and the Worshipful Mr. William Hive, Francis Knight, William Bailey, 
William Yate, John Webb, William Ellis, John Hopkins, Ralph Hurle, John 
Whitson and Christopher Kedgwyn, Aldermen and Justices there, and to the 
rest of the Common Councell of the said City— 

BRISTOLL. 

Meekly and in humble wise complaining. Sheweth unto your Worships your poor 

Comburgesses and humble petitioners, Thomas Saton, and William Morgan, Masters 
of the Company of Weavers within the said City of Bristoll, for themselves and the rest 
of their said Company of Weavers. That whereas of long time past and many years 
since your Orators’ predecessors had and obtained from your ancestors being Mayors, 
Aldermen and Justices of this worshipful City, divers Ordinances, decrees and articles 
under the Common Seal of the said City, for and concerning the good order, rule and 
government always to be kept among the said Company of Weavers, and for the 
Common Wealth of the Burgesses and inhabitants of this City, and other strangers 
frequenting hither to have their work and business performed as occasion and need from 
time to time required. And for as much as now of late years the said Company are 
‘greatly increased, and their charge in wives, children and family much more than in 
times past whereby many disorders do arise among them for want of good rule, to 
regulate and govern the same, much alterations have happened otherwise then hertofore 
of old time hath been used. For due reformation whereof and for the continuance of 
the good orders to be kept among the said Company and their Common Wealth and 
the Wealth of this City, and the rather for that no Art, Science, Mystery, Craft, of 
Occupation shall long prosper or continue, if no good orders, rules and. articles, 
by authority of your Worships be not established and confirmed, but rather fall to 
ruin, decay and utter destruction, to the utter undoing of the common people. 

May it therefore please your Worships of your accustomed goodness and favour 
always extended towards the poor Comburgesses of this City, to grant establish order 
and unto your said petitioners these articles and ordinances ensuing, for ever to be 
kept and maintained among the said Masters and Company, as far forth as they shall 
be consonant and agreeable to the Laws and statutes of this realm, and for the Common 


Wealth of the City. And your said Petitioners shall always pray, etc. 
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Imprimis.—Be it decreed ordered and established that from henceforth for ever-more 
there shall be two Masters of the said Craft and Company of Weavers in the said City 
of Bristol, as always heretofore time out of mind it hath been usually accustomed, with 
two Wardens, also to attend their business concerning the said Craft, at the lawful 
commandment of the said Masters, from time to time. And that the said Masters and 
Company shall and may have, possess and use, a Common Hall within the City in 
meet and convenient place for them to come and congregate themselves, there to treat, 
commune, talk and execute the good orders rules and articles of their ordinary from 
time to time, as need shall require and for good government to be had among them 
and the Common Wealth of the City. 


2 Ltem.—That always henceforth for evermore the old Masters for the year past shall 
within the days next after the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel in every year with 
‘the consent of the Company of the said Craft, cause a Hall to be summoned for the 
Company to appear in their said Hall. And then the said old Master for the year 
before shall give up and yield his full, just, and true account unto and before all the said 
Company present at the Hall, of all sums of money and other goods or things by him 
before received, as likewise of all such charges, payments and deductions which he hath 
laid out the same year, touching the business of the same Craft, and upon view and 
auditing of such account by the Company or the most and better sort of them the said 
old Master shall make payment in the Hall before the Company of all money and Goods 
which shall be found due in the foot of such account to the new Master of the said Company 
as heretofore it hath been used and accustomed to be done. And if any such old 
Master shall be negligent or refuse to do contrary to any point of this article he shall 
loose and forfeit to the Company of the said Craft the sum of twenty pounds of lawful 
money of England the fine to be devided and paid the one moiety and half part to the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Bristol and the other half part to the use of the said Masters 
and Company of the said Craft of Weavers. 


3 Lvem.—That upon such account so made and allowed as aforesaid the said Masters 
and Company or twelve of them whereof three at the least shall be of the eldest Wardens 
shall proceed to the election and choosing of a new Master for the next year to come 


n the said Craft. And upon consent and agreement therein, had then to nominate 
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openly the name of him so chosen. And if any person so by consent to be named and 
chosen shall refuse to be Master and to take the office and charge upon him he shall 
forfeit and pay for the first default twenty shillings, and for the second default forty 
shillings, and for the third default three pounds, to be equally divided as above said. 


4 Itm.—That upon the ending of choosing the said new Masters as aforesaid, they 
the said Masters shall presently proceed to the election and choosing of a new Warden 
for the next year to come to be joined to the old Warden that was the year next before. 
And if any person so to be chosen to be the new Warden shall refuse to accept or take 
upon him to execute the said Office of a new Warden in the said Craft then he shall 
forfeit to the Masters and Company the fine of twenty shillings of like money to be 


equally divided as is above said in the second article. 


5 Jtem.—That upon and after such several Elections of the said Master and Warden 
for the next year to come, the old Master and Company shall within three days next 
ensuing, go and present the said new Master and the new Warden before Mr. Mayor 
and Aldermen, for the time at or in the Tolzey or Guild-hall of Bristol and shall there 
be sworn for the true executing of their several Offices as it hath been ‘usually 
accustomed to be done. And if the old Master and Warden and Company shall be 
negligent herein to perform the points of this Article, they shall lose and forfeit for 
every default twenty shillings to be devided as above said in the second Article. 


6 Item.—That the said Wardens of the aforesaid Company of Weavers shall always 
upon lawful commandment of the Masters or their Deputies be attendant to serve them 
touching any business of the said Craft from time to time upon pain to forfeit and lose 


five shillings to the only use of the said Masters and Company for every default. 


7 Item.—The said Wardens shall yearly deliver up a full, just and true account before 
the said Masters and Company in the Hall of such things which they shall receive or 
shall pay and disburse touching the said Craft and Company, and make payment 
thereof as heretofore it hath been usually accustomed. Upon pain to forfeit for every 


default five pounds to be equally divided as in the second Article. 


8 Item—That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Masters for the time 
being at all times to seal the works of all or any the said Company which shall be 
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obstinate or disobedient to the lawful commandments of the said Master in anything 
touching the said Craft. And if afterwards the said seal shall be broken without 
knowledge or consent of the said Masters that sealed the same the party so obstinate 
and disobedient shall forfeit ten shillings to the uses in the second Article. 


9 ltem.—That if any of the said Company or Craft holder or journeyman shall be 
found, etc. approved to be embezzler, pilferer or stealer of any stuff or work touching 
the said Craft, that then such offender shall pay for the first default ten shillings to the 
use of the Masters and Company and for the second offence shall be expelled out and 


from the said Craft and Company and loose his freedom for ever among them. 


10 Ltem.—If any of the said Craft or Company upon warning to be first given shall 
refuse to come to Hall, there to hear what business is to be done concerning the said 
Craft, then every one offending herein without a just and lawful excuse shall forfeit 


for any default two shillings to the use of the Master and Company. 


11 ltem.—tTf any of the said Company onal from henceforth, at any time, in any 
place, misuse contemptuously with reproachful or disobedient words or deeds, abuse 
the Masters, or any such which hath been Master of the said Company or his Craftholder 
then everyone offending herein shall loose and forfeit for any such offence six shillings 


and eight pence to be divided equally as in the second Article. 


12 Item.—That everyone which hath been apprentice in the said Craft, and served 
his full term in the said City, shall pay at his admittance to the Master and Company, 
to be free of the Company, three shillings and fourpence, but shall not use or exercise 
the same occupation as a Craftholder until he shall duly approve himself before the 
Masters and Company in the open Hall that he is worth in value of his own proper 


goods to the sum of five pounds at least. 


13 Jtem.—That no foreigner or stranger shall by way of redemption set up or be 
admitted in the Company within this City, except he shall first duly prove that he hath 
been apprentice to the said occupation and Craft, and hath truly and fully served 
therein the term of seven years at the least upon paine that everyone that shall offend 
herein to the contrary shall forfeit and loose ten pounds for every month he shall so 


work in the said Craft without any mitigation, 
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14 Jtem.— That every foreigner or stranger which hath not been apprentice 
within this City to the said Craft or occupation of weaving and serve the full term 
therein, and will be admitted as a Craftholder into the said Company within this City, 
there to use and occupy the ‘same Craft, shall pay for his fine to the Masters and 
Company twenty pounds. And shall also duly prove before the Masters and Company 
in their Hall, that he, the said foreigner or stranger, is worth of his own proper goods 


to the value of forty pounds or else not be admitted into the said Company. 


15 Ltem.—If anyone that hath been apprentice and served his time within this City, 
and ‘will afterward work journeywork within this City he shall pay as his income so 
to work twelve pence to the journeyman’s Box, and also fourpence to the Masters for 
the time being. 


16 Jtéem.—It is ordained and established that from henceforth none of the said 
Company which have been Masters, nor anyone of the said Company shall keep or set 
to work at one time, above the number of three looms clothed, but shall turn off the 
cloth upon any other loom above that number, being upon the fore beam from the nether 
beam, and shall turn off the slayer hanns and shafts upon the yarn or fore beam and 
shall lay it aside from the loom, until one of the other three pieces which were at work 
upon the three beams, be fully wrought and ended. And then it shall be lawful to!go 
upwards and end the other work which was taken off and set aside, upon paine that 
anyone offending herein to the contrary shall forfeit and loose for every default twenty 


shillings to be divided as in the second Article. 


17 [tem.—That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Masters and their 
Wardens or any two of them, to go and make search at all convenient times, and enter 
into the shops and work-houses of any of the said Company which hath been Masters 
or any other of said Company to search view and see if any shall offend herein. And 
if any shall make resistance or obstinately deny by himself, his wife, family or other 
person or persons. And then every one that hath been Master or their Craftholder so 
resisting or suffer resistance to be made shall forfeit for every such default twenty shillings 
to be divided as in the second Article. And that also, upon every such default, it shall and 
may be lawful for the Masters or any one of them with his assistance to seal up all the 


works of the offender being in working, and going until he shall fully and truly pay the 
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twenty shillings as aforesaid. And if the said offender or any other shall break any of 
the seals so set by the Masters or any of them with their assistants he shall pay for 
every seal so broken six shillings and eight pence over and beside the said fine of twenty 
shillings as aforesaid. 


18 Ltem.—That everyone which hath been Master and Warden, or hath been Warden, 
shall take and keep but two apprentices at one time from henceforth saving those which 
are bound already before the making hereof, as aforesaid, upon pain to forfeit and loose 


forty shillings to be divided as in the second Article for every default. 


19 L’em.—That none of the said Company shall take or set to work in the said Craft 
before he be bound apprentice by Indenture and enrolled in the Tolzey of Bristol, and 
his name also entered in the Hall book of the Company upon paine to forfeit for every 
default twenty shillings to be divided as in the second Article. And likewise that every 
such apprentice so to be taken and bound shall be of the age of twenty and four years 
at the least at the coming out of his apprenticeship, upon pain that the Master of every 
apprentice doing the contrary shall forfeit and loose twenty-four shillings and eight 
pence for every default to be divided as in the second Article. 


20 Ltem.—That everyone of the said Company which so shall take any apprentices 
shall present every such apprentice in the Hall with his Indenture the next quarter day 
after he shall be so bound, and shall cause the same Indenture to be entered into the 
Ledger Book, and to pay fourpence for entering the same, upon pain that the master 
of such apprentice shall forfeit for every default twenty shillings to be divided as in the 


second Article. 


21 Jtem.—That none of the said Company shall grant or assign over his apprentice 
to any other of the Company without cause first shewed to the Masters of the doing 
thereof, upon pain that every one doing the contrary therein shall forfeit twenty 
shillings for every default, to be divided as in the second Article. 


22 ltem.—That every journeyman stranger after he hath wrought with any of the 
Company one week, shall be tried by the Warden of the journeymen, and shall be 
found a workman, and then every such journeyman stranger if he be allowed shall pay 


afterwards fourpence a quarter to the Master and Company, and every journeyman of 
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the Town dweller to pay to them two pence a quarter and both to the use the said 
journeymen toward their relief when any happen to be sick or diseased, upon pain 
that the said Wardens of the said journeymen shall forfeit for every default twelve 


pence for the use of the journeymen. 


23 Item—That if any journeymen shall do any fault in working, or that his work be 
faulty, then the said journeymen shall make satisfaction and amends for the same and 
pay the damage thereof to the party grieved or else his. Master with whom he shall 
work (if he let him depart without satisfaction) shall forfeit six shillings and eight pence 


to the use in the second Article. 


24 Item —No journeyman shall depart from his Master with whom he worketh but in 
a broad Cloth Weaving in a Broad Loom, and not under a week’s warning in the 
narrow loom upon pain to ferfeit three shillings and fourpence for every default for the 


use of the Masters and Company only. 


25 Item.—That if any journeymen shall by word or deed contemptuously or 
disobediently misdemene or misbehave himself, or shall abuse his master with whom 
he worketh, or any other Craftholder of the said Company, and will not first complain 
to the Masters of the Company if the said journeyman shall think himself any way 
misused, then such journeymen shall forfeit to the Masters and Company three shillings 


and fourpence to the use of the said Masters and Company. 


26 Ltem.—That every journeyman shall upon warning given to him by the Masters 
and Wardens or one of them, come to the Hall and become tributary in such matters 
in reason, as the Masters and Assistant shall think convenient for him to do. And if 
any such journeyman shall refuse so to do then he shall forfeit to the Masters and 


Company three shillings and fourpence. 


27 Item—tThat the said Wardens of the said Craft for the time being shall yearly 
render and yield up their just account before the Masters and Company aforesaid in 
their Hall upon Saint Luke’s day as customarily it hath been used heretofore, upon 
pain that every one offending to the contrary herein shall forfeit and pay forty shillings 
to the use as in the second Article. 
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28 liem.—Be it also ordained and established that all burgesses and inhabitants 
within the City of Bristol which from henceforth shall at any time hereafter have any 
yarn, woollen or linen broad or narrow, to be transposed, woven, or made out of yarn 
into cloth, shall cause the same yarn to be so woven and made into cloth within the said 
City of Bristol and not elsewhere by the Comburgesses of the Craft, and by no foreigner 
or stranger either in the City or the Country upon pain to forfeit thirteen shillings and 
fourpence for every chain or ell of yarn so put and set forth in town or country. And 
the same forfeiture to be paid by the owners of the said yarn. And also to forfeit yarn 
outward going forth, or the cloth to be found in coming home, if it may be seized upon 


to be divided as in the second Article. 


29 L/em.—Be it ordained that the two Masters of the said Company of Weavers shall 
from henceforth at all times and from time to time when any Clothier of the City shall 
request the said Masters to have his work done with all expedition and haste, shall the 
same present day call a Hall and the Company together, or else diligently enquire of 
all the said Craftholders whether he may have the said work dispatched yea or no. 
And if it cannot be done speedily that then it shall be lawful to and for the said Clothier 
to put his Cloth or Cloths to work into the country wheresoever he may have them 
dispatched for his haste without molestation stay or let trouble or hindrance of the 
Masters, Wardens, or any of the Company of the said Craft, or by any of their means 
or procurement, any article in this ordinance to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. 
And that no Craftholder of the said Company shall take any ware or other commodity 
for his work, but only ready money, upon pain to forfeit twenty shillings to the use 
mentioned in the second Article. 


30 Jtem.—That if any weaver or any other person by his or their procurement shall 
fetch or receive at any time hereafter within the City of Bristol and liberty of the same 
any parcel of linen or woollen yarn from any inhabitant or inhabitants in this City to 
be woven into cloth in the Country, he shall pay for every chain or parcel of yarn from 
woollen or linen so to be received and conveyed ten shillings to the use in the second 
Article. And also that it shall be lawful to and for the said Masters and Company or 
any person or persons of the said Craft to stay and seize all such yarn woollen or linen 


carried out of the City into the Country so to be woven, or coming afterwards from the 
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Country in cloth and the same shall keep and detain until the said Company in the 
City have the skill to do the same work, then it shall be lawful to do it in the Country. 


31 [tem.—That none of the said Company of Weavers shall at any time hereafter do 
anything which shall or may be hurtful or prejudicial to the said Company or any of 
them in any matter concerning the said Craft upon pain to forfeit ten shillings for any 


default, to be divided as in the second Article. 


32 Ltem.—That if any Weaver after he hath spooled and warped any chain shall 
deliver the same chain to the clothier unwoven, but he shall first shew cause thereof to 
the Master upon pain to forfeit for every default six shillings and eight pence. And 
also that no man shall fetch away any chain from the clothier for being delivered 


without the consent of the Master on the like pain to be divided as in the second Article. 


33 Jtem.—That none of the said Company shall lend or pledge his loom to any other 
of the said Company by any colour or means upon paine to forfeit twenty shillings to 
be divided as in the second Article. 


34. Item.—That every person shall set his loom mark in all cloth he shall weave upon 
pain to forfeit three shillings for every default to be found, to be paid to the use of the 
Company. 


35 Ztem.—That every of the said Masters which shall travel or journey forth of the City 
above a day and leave not the Deputy or Deputies to supply his place under him in the 
Craft shall forfeit to the Company aforesaid five shillings for every default. 


36 Item,—That every Craftholder in the Company shall bear and pay all scott and lott 
as accustomarily it is used to be done in the said Company upon pain to forfeit six 


shillings and eight pence for every default. 


37 Item.—That it shall and may be lawful for the said Masters at all times to 
distraine upon the Shop and Goods of all offenders refusing to pay their forfeitures and 
losses and the distresses to bring into the Hall to be left until the said fines shall be 
satisfied and paid and if any shall resist any such distress he shall forfeit and pay for 
every such default twenty shillings to the use in the second Article, 
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38 Jtem.—That none of the said Company shall take, receive, or admit any girl, boy, 
or other alien not born within the realm of England to be his apprentice in the said 
Craft upon pain to forfeit forty shillings for every default to be divided as in the second 
Article. 


39 Ltem.—That the said Masters and Wardens for the time being and their assistants 
whereof there shall be at the least six upon warning given shall make due search once 
every quarter in every year and from year to year for the due executing of these Articles 
and Ordinances and performance thereof accordingly. And if any shall refuse or be 
negligent so to do he and they shall forfeit for every default three shillings* and 


fourpence for every default to the use of the Company. 


40 Item.—That for-as-much the poverty within the City daily increaseth and the 
number great of idle young boys born in the City which wander and range abroad and 
about the City for want of Masters and are not placed into service to some trade or 
occupation whereby to get their living and keep them out of idleness. It is therefore 
now provided and established that no Weaver or Craftholder of the Company shall 
from henceforth take any apprentice into his service but such as are borne within the 
City and liberties thereof so he be sufficient and able to serve his time in the occupation. 
And shall take no stranger born out of the City without special license of the Mayor 
for the time being or the Deputy which shall be appointed for that purpose upon pain 
that every one doing the contrary shall forfeit for every default forty shillings to be 
divided as in the second article. Provided and demanded that the children of the 
Company of Craftholders or Weavers within the City shall be first preferred and taken 


to service to be apprentice among them before a stranger. 


41 Item.—It is ordained that these present Ordinances and the Articles therein 
contained as in any point needful and requisite to the trade shall be read once every 
quarter of a year at the least whereby the Company may the better remember how to 
behave and do their duty therein upon pain to forfeit six shillings and eight pence for 
every default to be divided as in the second Article. Provided that if any of the 
Company or journeymen shall obstinately offend contrary to the effect of any of the 
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Articles in this present Ordinance. Then that it shall be lawful to and for the said 
Masters and Deputies to committ to ward out of the Hall every such offender and there 


to abide Mr. Mayor’s pleasure. 


And we, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Justices above named having seen, heard and 
perused all the said Articles of this Ordinance with good deliberation finding them to 
be consonant and agreeable unto reason and for the good government and quietness 
of the Company of the same Craft and the Common weal of the City do therefore by 
these presents allow, ratify and confirm to same Articles to endure among them saving 
always unto us and our successors authority and power to reform add or deminish the 
same in every point in part or in all as need and occasion from time time shall reasonably 
require. In witness whereof we have caused the seal of the Mayor and Commonalty 
of the said City to be hereunto annexed even at the City of Bristol the fifth day of 
May in the third and fourth years of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the?Grace of God 
of England France and Ireland defender of the faith and Anno Domini 1562. 


Also another decre made the xv of August in anno dom. 1567 by Hugh Jones Roger 
Drew Morgan Davis John Gefford Luke Cowke Wylliam Greene John Wallis Robert 
Rogers Henry Crockar Thomas Gefford Lewis Thomkins Richard Goldygay with others 
in the Hall then and there assembled, that every person that before his time have or 
shalbe Mr. of the Company of Weyvers shall occupy v lomes (looms) goyng brode and 


narrow and not above. 


And every p’son that have or shalbe Wardaynes shall occupy but iiij lomes goyng 
brode or narrow and not above untyll he be maister of the same Company and then to 
kep v lomes and not a-bove and every p’son under the degree of a warden shall occupy 


but iij lomes goyng and not a-bove tyll he or they have byn wardeyns. 


Mem. that no p’son shall kepe brode and narrow butt those that have byn prentise to 
both and have also as good experyence in the one as in the other to be tryed by expert 


men. etc. 
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And it was furder agreed that what parson soever of the same Company of Weyvers 
Inn any manner or other that shall happen to take any cloth or clothes of any burges 
or other inhabitant of this Cytie goyng into the Countre in chayne or p’cels to be woven 
or comyng therhence in cloth and being so duly proved to be conveyed for every brode 


cloth vid. and for every narrow pece lynnen or wolle so to stand or take lykewise vit- 


A. decree made the ixth day of October at the goyng fourth of Mr. John Wylli out of 
his mastership That the yonge master shall gather the landes rent and make accompt 


therof unto th’old master. 


aon Sr The 7th of June in anno Elizabeth Regina novens Richard Tricket sonne 

Masters. of Edward Trickett off Bristow cutler bound hyme self apprentice with 
Thomas Webb and An his wyfe for tearme of eyght yeares the next ensuyng and the 
saide Richard must have at the end of his yeares the best lynnen loome next unto the 
best loome iijs-ivd- in munney and double apparrell and Mr. John Cut maior Phillip 


Laughe and Thomas Alder v.c. 


aon biti The 30 of September in anno Elizabeth Regine novens, “ Nycholas Webb 
Masters. son of Richard Webbe of Iron Acton put hyme self apprentice to John 
Wallis and Joan his wife’ them to serve for the tearme of viii yeres next followyng, 
and the same Nycholas to have at the cummyng forth of his yeares xxs- in money and 
iijs- vid- for his libertie with dubble apparell, Mr. purcell maior, dominick chester 
and Water Pyke. 
Bagh joes This xix day of phebruary in an®. 1567 and Mr. Wylliam Pepwell beyng 
maior itt was concluded by Hugh James and Leuke Cowk beyng Mrs. with 
the consent of the hole company in theyre hall assembled in the afternone of the same 
day that yf any p’son of the same company do underweave from hensforth one another 
in the prises of theyr work doyng it for lesse prise than other to engros the same 
workes into theyr handes from others by that meanes or do suffer any of theyr wyves 
to go for any work to clothiers’ howses or do uttar to any other p’son out of our hall 
his agreement then every suche p’son proved to uttar any suche wares to under the 


prises or suffar theyr wyves as is aforesaid shall pay his fine without parcialitie. 
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By articles agreed upon in 1630, there were to be two Masters of the Company, each 
of whom to hold office for two years, “the one called the old Master, the other the new.” 
The latter, during the first year of his election, was to “collect, receive and gather all 
the rentes of the landes and tenements” belonging to the Company, and to disburse 
what was necessary for repairs, etc.; and, at the end of that period, to give an account 
in their common Hall of his receipts and payments. In his second year of office the 
new Master became the “‘old or ancient master” of the Company, and as such he was 
to retain £5 in his hands “for payment of accustomed gifts yearely, given by the said 
old Master as for payment of wadges to the wardens and clerkes of the Company, and 
for other expenses upon the Kinge’s holy dayes and quarter days amongst the said 
Company to be expended in such manner as the said Master in his discretion shall 
thinke meete.”” The “said ancient Master” was likewise “to receive and take up all 
Incombes and other duties whatsoever for admission into the said fellowshipp,” and 
add it to the common stock; but the remaining third part he was to distribute, like the 
£5 before mentioned, at his discretion, but with certain restrictions. 

On St. Luke’s Day “the chest or box” in their common Hall was to be examined, and 
if the sum contained amounted to over £40 after the third part of their income with 
duties and the above £5 had been allowed, £20 each was to be lent to or placed at the 
disposal of the two Masters until the next St. Luke’s Day, they “finding severally a 
good sufficient securitye, that is a subsidie man, and free of ye said Citty, but not any 
of the said Company to be bounded by him by bond in double the value for repayment.” 

When the sum amounted to £10 over and above the £40 agreed to be apportioned to 
the one year’s use of the Masters, this surplus was to be lent for five years to someone 
of the Company who might become a suitor to it, he “making cloth or lufe within the 
Citty, and employing some poore of the Company to work.” In the same manner 
further loans of £10 were to be made, with-due securities for repayment, until £100 was 
so employed; and then the Company might dispose and lend by £20, £40 or £50 
amongst any of the Guild upon like terms and conditions, “if it please God that the 
Company thrive, and the stocke thereof increase.” On St. Thomas’ Day interest at 24 
per cent. was payable on the sums borrowed, which interest was applied towards the 
- support of the Almshouse belonging to the Company, and to the relief of “poor and 
decayed craftholders” of the Weavers’ Guild. 
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1630. Articles, conclusions and agreements had, made, condiscended unto and 
fully agreed on by the Master, Wardens and Company of Weavers with the 
mutuall consent of the whole fellowshipp of them being an auncient company 
and fraternity within the Citty of Bristoll the 26th day of September in the 
ffiveth yeare of the Raigne of Or Soveraigne Lord Charles by the grace of 
God King of England Scotland France and Ireland, Defender of the faith, etc. 


Inprimis.—Wheras there are two Masters of the saide Company and eyther of them 
hath continuance in his place for two years the one called the old Mr thother the new. 
It is concluded and agreed that the new Master shall the first year after his elecion 
collect, receive and gather all the rents of the landes and tenements belonging to the 
said companye out of which it shalbe lawful for him to disburse whatsoever some or 
somes of money shalbe needfull to be bestowed upon necessary reparacons of the said 
landes and tenements as aunciently hath been accustomed duringe that yeare, but shall 
not pay or disburse any other some or somes whatsoever without the consent of the 
other Master Wardens and rest of the saide Companye or greatest part of them first had 
and obtained in their comon hall. 


Item.—It is agreed that the said new Master shall at the end of his first yeare upon 
their generall accompt day yearly give an accompt to the said company in their comon 
hall of all the said rentes by him received or not received and of all his disbursuits and 
whatsoever shall remayne due or owinge by him upon his said accompt over and above 
the some of ffive poundes all reasonable allowance for reparacons being admitted the 
said Mr shall forthwth pay to the other Mr and company to be by them put and added 
to the comon stocke of the said company and safe kept in their comon chest or box and 
the said ffive pounds before menconed to remaine with or in the hands of the said 
Mr for the causes hereafter following. 


Ltem.—It is agreed that because the said new master after his accompt so to be given 
is to continue Mr one other yeare then followinge, that other yeare he is to be the older 
or auncient Mr of the’said company therefore the said five pounds shall remaine with 


him as well for payment of accustomed guiftes yearely given by the said old Mr as for 
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payment of wadges to the Wardens and Clerke of the Company and for other expences 
upon the Kinge’s holy dayes and Quarter dayes amongst the said company to be 
expended in such manner as the said Mr in his discretion shall thinke meete and therof 
at the next generall accompt day then followinge for the said company the said old 
Mr shall give a trew and just accompt to the company, if and p’te therof remaine in 
handes unpaid or undisbursed he shall then forthwth pay ye same downe and put and 


ad yt to the said comon stocke. 


Ltem.—It is agreed that ye said old or auncient Mr shall bringe the said ffynes into 
the comon hall of the said company wthin one moneth after the receipt therof or any 


p'te therof there to be put and added to the comon stocke of the said companye. 


liem.—It is agreed that the said auncient Mr shall likewise receive and take up all 
Incombes and other duties whatsoever for admission into the said fellowshipp belonginge 
to the said companye duringe his said yeare two partes of all wch and every of them he 
shall likewise bringe into the comon hall of the said company wthin one moneth after 
the receipt therof and put the same to the saide comon stocke and the other third part 
he shall distribute and dispose at his discretion in such sorte as the five poundes before 
mencioned is agreed to be paid and distributed and therof shall give a iust accompt and 
pay wtsoever shall remaine in his handes at the end of his said year in such manner 
and at such tyme as is lymitted and appointed for ye said five poundes and that the 
said M® shall not pay or disburse more than ye said five poundes and the said third 
p’te formerly menconed shall come unto for any use of the said company or otherwise 
wth out the consent of the other Mr wardens and company or the greatest pte of them in 


their comon hall first had and obteyned. 


Item.—It is agreed that yearly upon St. Luke’s day the comon stocke remaininge in 
the chest or box together wth wtsoever some or somes over and besides the said £5 and 
third p’te of Incombes and other duties for admission before menconed as shalbe 
remaining in the handes or custodie of the s4 auncient or old Mr or any other of the 
sd company shalbe seene and examined and forthwth pd and put altogether into the 
comon chest or box of the company, and untill the said stock shall exceed the some of 


fforty poundes the same shalbe divided into two equall p’tes and that each of the masters 
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of the company for the tyme being finding severally a good sufficient suerty that is a 
subsidie man and free of y¢ said City, but not any of the said company, to be bounde 
wth him by bond in double the value for repayment therof shall have the same not 
exceeding fforty poundes to dispose at their pleasures for one yeare then next followinge 
That is to say for and untill St. Luke’s day each of them to have an equall part giving 
security as aforesaid for repayment therof to the liking of the said companie or otherwise 


to be safe kept and remaine in the said comon chest or box. 


JItem.—lit is agreed that whensoever there shalbe ten poundes in stocke over and 
above the forty poundes agreed to be disposed and lent unto the said two masters as 
aforesaid that then if any of the said companie making cloth or stufe wthin the said 
Citty and ymploying some poor of the company to work shall have that Tenn powndes 
lent unto him for five yeares from St. Luke’s day provided that he become a suitor to 
the company for haveing thereof the last Quarter day to be kept before Michealmas 
yearely and that partie that shall obteyne the same shall have time to provide good 
sureties against St. Luke’s day then next following for the repaymt thereof, and 
ymploying the same accordingly and for renewing of sureties in such as is used for 
monies given to the Citty of Bristoll by St Thomas White Knight late Alderman of 
London and yearely taken wthin the said Citty; and the like course to be held from 
tyme to tyme as the stocke shall to be lent and disposed by ten powndes untill one hundred 
powndes be soe lent and ymployed and then the company may dispose and lend the 
stocke by twenty powndes forty or fifty powndes to and amongst any of the companie 
upon like termes and condicons as aforesaid if it shall please God that the company 
thrive and the stocke therof increase or happen by God’s blessinge to be advanced to 


such or the like proporcon. | 


Liem.—It is agreed that whosoever of the said company shall have ten powndes or 
Twenty powndes or agreater some lent him for five yeares upon good security to be 
ymployed as aforesaid that such person or persons shalbe likewise bound to pay yearely 
upon St. Thomas’ day to the Mrof the company forthetymebeinge the some of 55- for every 
ten pound and soe after that rate for a greater some to be disposed by the said Mrs and 


assistants of the company yearly vizt- thone halfe therof amongst the poore of the 
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Alms House of the said company and thother amongst the poore and decayed craft- 


holders of the said company at the discrecons of the said Masters and assistants. 


Ttem.—It is agreed that the M™ shall severally and respectively become bounden 
yearely in the some of forty powndes by obligacon to be made to the Chamberlyne of 
the Citty of Bristoll yearely to and for the use of the said company for the respective 
performance of wt is conteyned in theis Articles and forsomuch as by them severally 
ought to be performed, and in case any new Mr w* shalbe elected shall upon his eleccon 
refuse to be soe bounde that then the Masters and company shall procede to a new 
eleccon and not presente him soe refusinge to be sworne their Mr and the said bondes 
shalbe provided and made with a blanke ready yearely by the old Mr against the 
eleccon and shall then presently upon the eleccon be sealed by the Mrs wch are to be 
sworne for the yeare following and delivered as their deedes severally, and the said 
bondes as soone as they shalbe sealed and delivered and testified as they ought, shalbe 
delivered and left to remayne wth such one man of the said company as shalbe assigned 
to keepe the same by the consent of the said company or maior pte of them. 


Jtem.—That all other bondes or obligacons for money to be lent as aforesaid shalbe 
taken in the name of the Chamberlyne of the said Citty for the tyme being for the use 
of the said company and when there shalbe more suitors than one at any tyme for the 
loane of money the same shalbe decided by most voyces wherin the Ms for the tyme 
being shall each of them have a dubble voyce and none that hath any of the said stocke 
or companies money may sue for any more or the same againe if there be any other of 
the said company that are desirous thereof and doe sue for the same being capable 


of yt. 


Lastie.—It is agreed that the auncient Mr of the said company for the tyme being 
shall cause theis Articles to be openly read in the comon hall of the company at a full 


assembly of the company once every yeare at the leaste. 


$n testimony of all 
wch we have hereunto 
subscribed o names 
and have caused the 


comon seales of the 
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said company 

of wch yearly 

Master usually 

Keepeth one to be 

likewise put for 

the better confirmacon 

therof Dated in or 

comon hall the day 

and yeare aforesaid. 
WILLIAM BAvVIN 
THOMAS WOODE 
WILLIAM DEANE 
THoMAS HILL 
JOHN SAYNE 


THOMAS CORNOCK 


(Seals). 


JOHN HILt. 


THOMAS KEMPT 


ROBERT F. 


JOHN WoopwarD 
RICHARD WARYS 
JoHN ALLEN 


THOMAS CRABB 


HOWELL HOWELL 
ROBERT KNOWLES 
ROBERT KEENE 
THOMAS PRESTWOOD 
JoHN MERCHANT 


RICHARD WEBB 


ANTHONY COOKE. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WEAVERS AND CLOTHWORKERS TOUCHING 


St. PAuvL’s Fair. 
22nd October, 1673. 


Articles of Agreements Conditions and Covenants indented concluded 
made and agreed upon the Two and Twentieth day of October in the yeare of 
our Lord God One Thousand one hundred seaventy and Three And in the five 
and Twentieth yeare of the reigne of our Sovernge Lord Charles the Second 
by the grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland Kinge defender 
of the Faith etc. Betweene William Crabb of the City of Bristoll one of the 
Aldermen of the same City Richard Crabb of the said City Merchant, Robert 
Foorde John Cork and John Thomas of the same City Weavers survivinge 
Feoffees of all and singular the Messuages lands Tenements and hereditaments 
of and belonging to the Company of Weavers of the said City of Bristoll and 
James Shute and William Dowlinge of the said City Weavers now masters of 
the said Company of the one part And Edward Hitchins and Jerom Churchey 
now masters of the Company of Clothworkers of the said City of Bristoll John 
Williams and John Hardman Masters Elect of the same Company Walter 
Stewart Walter Williams George Lott James Lewis and Nicholas Oates of 
the same City Clothworkers feofees of all and singular the lands Tenements 
and hereditaments of and belonginge to the said Company of Clothworkers 


of the other part as followeth :— 


Wiherags there is yearely a Faire kept in Temple street within the said City of 
Bristoll called S. Paule’s Faire whereunto are brought divers packes of Linnen cloths 
and packes of Welshe ffryses to be sold And whereas there hath been always paied and 
of right doth belonge unto the said Companyes a certaine Toll for all such packes of 
Linen and ffryses as are brought unto the said ffaire to be sold Now for the avydinge 
of all differences and contentions which shall or may arise betwixt the said Companies 
for touchinge or concerninge the receivinge or takinge of such Toll as is aforesaid it is 
now graunted concluded conditioned and covenaunted and fully agreed on by and 
betweene all and every the said partyes to theis presentes for themselves and their 


/ 
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successors respectively That the said Linnen Cloth packs shall from time to time and 
att all times thereafter yearely soe longe as the said ffaire at St. Paul’s tide have 
continuance within the said parish of Temple be sold duringe the said ffayre in the 
Clothworkers’ hall and in the precincts of the same And that the said Company of 
Clothworkers and their successors shall have, receive, possess and enjoy the profitt or 
Toll of such Lynnen Cloth packs without any lett, interruption, disturbance or denyall 
of the said Company of Weavers or any or either of them or of any other person or 
persons claiminge from, by, or under them or any or either of them Provided alwayes 
that the Masters of the said Company of Clothworkers for the time beinge doe and shall 
on the second day of ffebruary yearely and every yeare duringe the continuance of the 
same ffayre on the Tombestone under the Weavers’ hall between the houres of twelve 
and two of the same day well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the Masters of the 
said Company of Weavers for the time beinge and their successors the yearely sume of 
twelve shillings of lawfull money of England to be by them distributed to and amongst 
the poore Almshouse people in the Weavers hall or to such other poore people of the 
said Company of Weavers as in the discretion of the said Masters of the said Company 


for the time beinge shall be thought meet. 


Jtem.—It is agreed by and betweene the said partyes to theis presents That if the said 
yearely sume of twelve shillings shall be behinde; unpaid after the time before mentioned 
for the payment thereof. That then and soe often it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
masters of the said Company of Weavers for the time beinge and their successors to 
enter into the said Messuage or Tenement called the Clothmakers’ hall and there to 


distreyne for the same rent And the arrearages (if any be) be fully satisfied and paied. 


Item.—It is’ graunted, concluded, conditioned, covenaunted and agreed by and 
betweene the said partyes to theis presents That the Masters and Company of Weavers 
of the said City and their successors shall from henceforth duringe the continuance of 
the said ffayre within the said parrish of Temple have, receive possess and enjoy the 
profitt or Toll of such packs of Welsh ffrises repairinge to the said ffayre without any 
lett, interruption, disturbance or denyall of the said Company of Clothworkers or any 
or either of them or of any person or persons claiminge from by or under them or any or 


either of them And that without any accompt to be given or demaunded for the same. 
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In witness whereof the parties first above-named to each part of theis present Articles 
of Agreement indented have putt their hands and seales dated the day and yeare first 


above written. 
(Names subscribed and seals affixed accordingly). 


By articles of agreement indented the 4th of January, in the nineteenth year of 
Elizabeth, between the parishioners of the parish of Temple and Robert Rogers and 
Lewis Tomkyns, masters of the Company and Fellowship of Weavers, before the mayor, 
John Wade, and the aldermen of Bristol, it was ordained that the Linen Cloth Fair at 
Paul’s tide, which had been hitherto “holden and kept” seven years in the Tuckers’ 
Hall, and other seven years at the Weavers’ Hall, should from henceforth always “be 
holden and kept in the Tuckers’ Hall and in the privity of the same for ever, so long as 
the said fair at Paul’s tide shall have continuance within the parish of Temple.” For 
this concession the parishioners of Temple and masters of the Tuckers were required 
to pay yearly during the continuance of Paul’s Fair to the poor Almshouse people in 
the Weavers’ Hall twelve shillings. Also it was agreed that the Masters and Company 
of the Weavers “shall have from henceforth the use, commodity, profit and advantage 
of the pack of Welsh frises repairing and coming to the said fair in such order as they 
heretofore have been accustomed, without paying any custom or other duty for the 


same.” 


These articles were repeated with variation in names in a deed, 22nd October, 157 3 
(20th year Eliz.), the master of the Clothworkers being required to pay on 2nd Feb. 
each year during the fair, the stated sum of twelve shillings “on the tombestone under 


the Weavers’ Hall between the hours of twelve and two.” 


The year in which the following complaint was preferred is not given, but it applies 


to about the middle of the 17th Century. 


The Case and Request of the Weavers within the limits of the City of 
Bristol laid before the Worshipful Mayor and Aldermen (szc) thereof. 


On the seventeenth of this present instant November several of the Craft holders or 
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undertakers of the weaving worke done in the City of Bristoll mett together and after 
some short debate on the Grievances between the masters and the workmen concerning 
Wages, wee came to this conclusion being butt workmen or servants to our masters 
to refer the whole concerne of this troublesome affaire to their discretion to fix a Rate 
for the price to be given for all manner of stuffs and goods made and weavd in this City 
either by y¢ peice or by ye yarde as they shall think meete. But we are inclined to 
worke all by the yarde in order to prevent Incroachments on Wages and bring all the 
makers as well as the workmen may be upon the same foundations as to the trade in 
this City and if now or at any time hereafter any master or masters should have Occasion 
to make any peice or peices of any sort of goods better then Ordinary the workmen 
and master shall agree to the price before he undertake to worke it, and if they cann 
agree it shall be lefte to both their libertys to give, take or refuse without any prejudice 
to either master or workman. Note when this Rate for the Price is sett for weaving of 
all sorts of stuffs and goods made by the masters aforesaid wee beg leave to have the 
Perusal of it in order to Inspect into the prices so sett and fixt by our masters that our 
customary Rights be not infringed on which when Granted us wee shall make no objection 
without a just foundation and when done shall leave it to your worships great wisdom 
to provide a method for the settling and composing any differances that shall happen 
or fall out between the masters and the workman. In order to which we have undersett 
the names of the principle master stuff makers within the limmits of this City, yt when 
your Worship thinke it meet and proper may call the whole or part of said masters to 
wait upon your Worship to give them an order to proceed according to this method or 
any other that your Worships or masters may think more proper of for the preserving 
of the trade and peace of this well governed and happy City which use shall endeavour 
to promote and preserve by our orderly Practices and Endeavours to prevent others of our 
kneighbours from Riotous mobbs and Insultings of Magistrates and masters which have 
been to often done too our damage shame and disgrace. 


Mr. Henry Tonge Mr. James Cadier 
Mr. Stephen Trechan Mr. Michael Battall, senr. 
Mr. William Griffith : Mr. John Rowrie 


Mr. Thomas Saunders Mr. James Rouvixe 
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Mr. Edmund Burges Mr. Benjamin Gregory 
Mr. James Orpin ; Mr. Michael Battall, junr. 
Mr. William Meade Mr. William Elliot 

Mr. Cornelius Jenkins Mr. William Guigare 

Mr. William Rich Mr. Gobe 

Mr. Philip Cornish Mr. Pignuet 

Mr. John Webb Mr. Ponno. 


Mr. Thomas Starkey 


(Endorsed). 


ACCOUNT OF THE WEAVERS’ OPPRESSION. 


Agreed between Master Weavers and Undertakers in y® year 1726, in the presence 
of Mr. Champion and Mr. Bridgell :— 


ist.—Narrow shallows, 35 yards when dressed, £ s. d. 
6 (abated) 0 oO 6 


lon 


or 37 yds. on the Barr ro) 
Increased in length 1 yard 0 o 84 


ond.—Broad shallows shot with common wosted 


30 yds. when dressed, or 32 on the Barr o 6 6 5 o o 6 


Or Broad shallows shot with common wosted 


tape length, per piece 0 7 3 (abated in proportion) 


3rd.—Broad shallows shot with snapseed wosted 


30 yds. when dressed o 7 6 (abated) o 0 6 


Or Broad shallows tape length, per piece, shot 
with snapseed (when dressed) not exceeding 
13 skains in the Padd 0 8 3 (abatedin proportion) 


4th._Single Taimes, white and coloured de 


oO 


Length shot with common wosted fe) 3 (abated) 0 0 3 
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Increased in length 3 yds. f-Se 0-=0=°9 
5th.—Double Taimes 33 yds. on the Barr if shot 

with common wosted, per piece 0 5 0 (abated) o 1 O 
Double do 33 yds. if shot with snapp 0 6 0 (abated) o oO 
Warse double figured Taimes, same length O50 


6th.— Irish Druggets 48 yds. in the Barr, per 


piece O= 6-6 5 o=0>-6 

Increased in length 10 yds 0-223 
7th.—English Druggets sup. fine to continue as 

they are, 4d. per yard, faie at 3d. per yard a5 0-0-6 


And if shot with Pemon yarn, 48 yards per piece o 10 0 (abated) 2d. per yd. 


Increased in length 5 yds. oO 3 OF 


P.S.—A piece yt our Masters do pay us seven shillings and sixpence for it, there is 
but five shillings and fourpence for ye men that doth weave it for we are two shillings 
and two pence charge beside the weaving. We know that our Masters do generally 
Inform against us yt we do weave a Piece of seven and sixpence price in such a space 
of time, when at ye same time we do get but five shillings and fourpence but many 
times our work do prove so bad that we are double the time that our Masters do report 
but they take care never to mention that. 


We the undertakers in and about Bristoll do unanimously agree to work all sorts of 
wotk as shall be agreed in manner as followeth, vzz.— 


According to the Tape length stipulated between Masters and Workmen in ye year 
1714 and renew? in the year 1722— 


s. d. 
1.—Narrow Saloons att 00 6 
2.—Broad Saloon, comon wosted 00 7 


3.-—Broad Saloons, &c., &c. 


As to the works newly come up, the fine Irish Saloon, 32 yards on the Bar, 49 or 50 
bear 10% per piece, if tape length 115. per piece. 
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Broad says 50 yds. on Bar, 10% per piece. Ranters 63 yds. on the Bar, 55: per piece. 
Cloath Serges yd. wide 32 yds. and 39 yds., 7% 34 


If there should be a demand for any sort of goods that is nott made hear, all wee 
desire the wages may be settled by 6 makers of goods and 6 undertakers whom the 


Company shall choose. 


Company of Bristol Clothworkers. 


By an ordinance of Edward III., handy craftsmen were to “ hold every one of them to 
one mystery,” and two of each Craft were to be chosen to “oversee” that no one used 


“ other craft than which he hath chosen.” 


By a later injunction (temp. Henry VIII.) Clothiers were to “pay their workmen 


ready money and no wares,” on pain of xs. for each default. 


No master nor warden (28 Henry VIIL., cap. 5) was to take of any apprentice for his 


admission any sum but as. 6d. or 3s. 4d. 


By a statute of Edward VI. (3rd year, c. 2), it was declared that great infamy and 
slander had attached to the country through “the slight and subtle making of cloth 
and colours within divers parts of this realm, now of late practised and used;” whereby 
“the Queen’s (sc) Majesty’s most faithful subjects have sustained great loss in the use 


> 


and wearing of the same clothes, so slightly and subtly made;” in “remedy and 


reformation of which grievance it was ordained and enacted with the assent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal,” and the authority of the Commons of the assembled Parliament 
“that every clothier and clothmaker shall from the feast of Annunciation of our Lady 
next coming set his seal of lead to his cloth declaring thereby the just length therof, to 
be tried by the water, and that no person shall from the said feast strain or stretch any 
set cloths, or any other cloths above one yard and a half a quarter in length, and a 
quarter of a yard in breadth upon pain to forfeit xls. for every default.” Also “No 


person or persons occupying the seat of dyeing shall dye or alter into colours or cause 
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to be dyed or altered into colours any woolen cloths,’”’ whether *“browns, blues, pawkes, 
tawneys or violets, except the same woolen cloths be perfectly boiled, grained or madred 
upon the wood,” &c., “according to the ancient workmanship in time past used upon 
pain of forfeiting for every default of false dyeing xxs.” 


“Nor that any person shall dye any wool to be converted into cloth called “russet, 
marbles, greys, bays or such like colours, or to be converted into hats or caps unless 
the same wool be perfectly wooded, boiled and madred according to the true ancient 
usage upon the pain of forfeiting for every such cloth, or of as much wool as shall serve 


for the making of every cloth contrary to the true meaning thereof xls.” 


Nor shall dye with “Brazil” (the wood from which the country that produces it gets 
its name) “to the intent to make a false colour to cloth, wool, hats or caps upon pain 


for every default xxs.” 


*‘And that no person or persons shall after the said feast put any flock, chalk, flour, 
or starch, or any other deceivable thing upon any set cloth or upon any other cloth 


or cloths coloured or uncoloured on pain and forfeit for every such offence xls.” 


The measurement of cloth was not only to be of the full yard, but each yard was to 
be added to by a certain quantity, upon pain of forfeiting vis. viiid. for every yard of 
cloth sold by deficient measure. - 


No person was to expose for sale by retail or otherwise any cloth that had been pressed 
to be “occupied and worn here within the realm of England, Wales or Ireland upon 
pain of forfeiture of the same cloth or the value thereof that has been so pressed or put 
to sale.” 


For the better executing of this statute, it was enacted that in every town, village or 
hamlet, being not corporate, where cloth is made or sold, the justices of the peace of the 
shire, or at least two of them, and in every city, borough, or town corporate, the head 
officer or officers, together with the wardens, or not less than two of them, shall have 
full power and authority, by virtue of this Act, once every year to convent and call before 
them by their precept or otherwise from two to eight or more, as they shall think 
good ‘‘of the most honest, discreet, and indifferent men of every such city, borough, 


town, village or hamlet where any cloth shall be made and sold, and them shall 
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constitute, ordain and appoint to be overseers for one whole year then next following 
within the city, borough, town, village or hamlet where the same overseers shall be 
dwelling, charging them also upon their oaths as they do tender the honour of the 
realm the common wealth of the same that they do endeavour themselves for that year 
as much as in them shall lie to see that this statute be truly observed and kept within 
the limits of their charge in every part thereof.” These overseers were empowered and 
instructed to enter every quarter of a year, or as often as they may think discreet, every 
clothworker’s, dyer’s, clothier’s and draper’s houses, shops and other places where cloth 
or dyed wool is to be found, “and then to make due search and to view the cloths and 
wools made or dyed or remaining to be sold and to search and try as well whether the 
said cloths be drawed or strained or falsly dyed, as also of all other defaults before 


specified, committed or done contrary to the true meaning of this Act.” 


In case of any such misdemeanors being detected, the fine or forfeiture which the 
offender incurred was divided equally between the Crown and the overseers in question, 
who might sue for the penalty in any of the King’s Courts of Record, or before the 
neighbouring justices of the peace, the same suit to be pursued by bill, plaint, action 
of debt, information or otherwise, and in which suit no wager of law, essoir or protection 
shall be allowed for the defendant.” 


If the overseers were’ negligent, and failed to sue for the due forfeitures within half 
a year of the misdemeanor, their half of the fine could be acquired by anyone who, 


within the following six months, chose to sue in their place. 


A dolorous complaint was in 1568 addressed to the mayor and lieutenant of the Queen’s 
City of Bristow by the Master and Company of the Tuckers, declaring their great grief and 
miserable estate in consequence of the decay of the City and port, which had been 
caused by so many engaging in maritime trade, and lading in foreign ships. Also, they 
had suffered great detriment by the loss of eight great ships in commerce with France, 
valued at three score thousand .pounds, their troubles being enhanced by “the sharp 
and cruel entertainment of the merchants of Bristow, ten ships broke and laid up within 
four years for lack of trade; their oft attempted voyages to Newfoundland and the 
unprofitable gain thereof; the immediate payment of custom into the Custom House, 


where they were wont to have reasonable time of the payment of the same, the great 
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imposts of wines that they were not able to put the commons to work as in times past, 


22 


etc.’ Their chief grievance was the exportation of home commodities in the way of 
leather, corn, butter, cheese, tallow, calockins, which they reckoned to be to their “utter 
destruction and impoverishment,” and, notwithstanding good statutes had been made 
against “inordinate carrying and conveying of our commodities to strange nations, all 
prevails not for they fear neither God, Queen, nor their ministers.” The chief 
encouragement of these evils they charged upon their representatives in Parliament, 
Mr. Thomas Chester and Mr. William Corrie. In conclusion of their petition “We 
most humbly desire your worships,” they say, “for the tender mercy of God to have 
such tender consideration of this our simple supplication as unto matters of truth worthy 
of pity as your grave worships’ considerations shall seem mete so as some relief and 
comfort may grow unto your said orators, which is their earnest prayer unto God and 
this whole state which are in number 287,000 souls, shall as they are bound pray unto 
the eternal and living God long to preserve your worships with increase of health and 
felicity.” 


A will, dated 30th November in the 6th year of Edward VI, contains benefactions of 
James Stevens, of the parish of St. Thomas, tucker to the fellows of his Craft. “ First 
and principally,” he says, “I bequeath my soul to Almighty God my creator, trusting 
by the death and passion of our Saviour Jesus Christ to have full remission of my sins 
and to be partaker of His glorious kingdom in heaven. And my body I bequeath to 
the holy sepulchre to be buried within the churchyard of the foresaid parish church in 
the west side of the cross by my wife.” Of the cross here indicated this, perhaps, is the 
only historical mention, but is sufficient to show its former existence. “I give,” he 
proceeds, “‘to the vicar there for my tithing omitted xiid. I give to my craft and to 
the hall xxs. which I will it to be delivered at the day of my month’s mind, for this 
purpose that masters of my craft shall employ the said xxs. in teazles to the relief of the 
poor of my craft of Tuckers so that the said poor shall pay for a staff of teazles but one 
penny more than they cost. And the profit of the gains of the said xxs. to be given to 
the masters of the said craft of Tuckers for the time being to see this my will performed. 
And also I will that my executors shall make to my craft a breakfast to the value of 


xxs. at the said day of my month’s mind or immediately after.” He gives to 500 poor 
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people a penny a piece, to be distributed on the day of his burial, and £6 to poor 


householders. 


Among fines inflicted is 6s. 8d. on John Glover, which was paid in, “for misusing the 


master, Raffael, and calling him knave.” 


Richard Pykes was fined 3d. 4d. (forgiven) for setting of Richard Williams’ man, 


Simon Hawkesworth, to work contrary to order. 


Richard Pykes paid a fine of 2s. for not coming to the hall one Sunday, the 4th of 
February (query, year). 

Nicholas Cocks was fined 3s. 4d. for absenting from dinner on a Guild holiday, 
notwithstanding he had been privily warned; and Richard Waterman was amerced. 


in the same sum for the like fault. 


Robert Mathnes and William Barnes were adjudged to pay a bottle of wine a year, 


one quart each, for abusing one another. 


There are no dates annexed to the foregoing fines, but the handwriting is of the time 


of Elizabeth. 


In a complaint of the “masters and fellowship of the Craft of Tuckers,” A.D. 1555, to 
the mayor and aldermen, the number of the craft is said to be thirty-eight persons, who, 
as a chartered Society dating from the time of Henry IVth (as appears in the Red 
Paper Book of Records in the Guild hall of this City), claimed to “have had the full 
and whole estate, authority and power to do, keep and maintain all points that belong 
unto the same craft without any interruption or let of any person or persons, and then,”’ 
proceeds the petition, “it happened so that the Craft of Sheermen (who sheered th 
nap of the cloth) in those days had not sufficient store of work to maintain their 
households, they at that time before they made their ordinance had but dubbing and 
the sheering proof works, and our craft had burling, rewing, sheering, totnying 
volding, taching, yewnyng, and all such other points that belong to the same of a long 
time out of mind: and the Craft of Sheermen did in those days make out to the 
worshipful masters of the town and unto the masters and fellowship of the Craft of 


Tuckers called Fullers in those days, and desired of our successioners that they would 
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vouchsafe and grant unto them at the sheering of both proof and merchants’ work.” 
The Craft “in those days being few in number and very wealthy, thought it not hurtful 
to grant the Sheermen their request,” which was done without consideration of the 
disadvantage that might accrue to the Tuckers and the Fullers of the future, the 
consequence being that few men or none would apprentice their children to the Tuckers 
and Fullers, but the Sheermen instead ; and few journeymen who came to the City “but 
they will work with the Sheermen rather than with us our labour is so sore.” Never- 
theless, though the privileges acquired by the Sheermen would not have been conceded 
when the evil had been felt for a thousand pounds, “now at last,” say the petitioners, 
“‘we are contented that they (the Sheermen) have all such liberties as in time past have 
been granted them by our successioners.” 

They then complain that certain of the Sheermen, envying the wealth of the Fullers 
and Tuckers, and, indifferent to their means for a livelihood, revoked their old ordinance 
and caused the preparation of a new “wherein they devised divers sundry additions 
and articles of their inventing against the commonwealth of all us your said burgesses.” 
The fellowship of the Tuckers’ Craft therefore pray that the new ordinances of the 
Sheermen be not admitted, and that the mayor’s seal be not impressed on their charters 
until the old and the new ordinances were heard and compared by the Tuckers. 

And if the Sheermen will not be content with the articles granted by the predecessors 
of the petitioners, or if they will not combine with the Tuckers and become with them one 
craft as in other places, ‘‘rather than they shall have one foot more,” say the petitioners, 
“we will surrender up all and be as no craft.” 

The 18th October, 1606, it was agreed by the masters of the Clothworkers, “‘ Francis 
Bayly and Philip Cooper and William Dier and John Bellerton, Mr. Elleston, that 
whereas there is a rate set down by the worshipful Mr. Thomas James, mayor, and the 
rest of the whole (szc) Justices according to the statute in this case provided, and the 
rate being made known to the whole company, and thereby not to be excused by 
ignorance, and therefore it was decreed by the said master and the assistants that 
whosoever he be of the company that shall work any piece of cloth or freeze or bayes or 
any kind of cloth whatsoever under the prices set down by the justice shall pay for every 
offence being proved xs. without any mitigation or forgiveness, whereof the moity or 
third part is due to the mayor for the time being.” 
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Then follow the signature of the master, Francis Bayly, and those of thirty-seven 


others, of whom fifteen set their marks, not being able to write their names. 


On 20th of February, 1597, by reason of the great dearth of corn and victuals, it was 
agreed by the masters of the Clothworkers at the earnest complaint of their poor 
journeymen that the latter should be advanced to 8d. a day wages, on condition that 
each and all of them will forbear their breakfasts on Mondays and drinking on Fridays, 
which had been heretofore allowed for helping on Saturday night to prepare their work 
against Monday morning. This payment of 8d. a day was to continue during the dearth, 
their accustomed hours to remain the same. “And if any will lose and neglect his 
hour in the morning or otherwise, shall lose for every hour one penny. And if he do 
rise rather early in the morning or work by night after the hour of vii. shall have for 


evety hour so working one penny an hour. 


A fragmentary account book of the Tuckers, which begins in the year 1472 and 
extends to 1554, is contained in the Bristol Museum and Library. The entries for the 
most patt are meagre, and consist of the names of the mayors for the successive years, 
together with the names of the masters of the craft, the conclusion of each entry being 
the amount of money left in the coffer to be received into the succeeding master’s hands. 


For instance, under the year 1480, there is the following record :— 


“Mem. Thatinthe yer of Wylliam Wedyngton mayr, Wylliam Dokett sheryve that 
tyme beyng maystrs Thomas Browne, Robert Wakfelde, Rychard Dollyng and John 
Stallworthe they received of the maystrs byfore them in money iiis. iiiid. of the crafte’s 
money clerely. And in that yer they made iiii, newe torchis and viii. stumpis which 
cost xxiiis. and xd. Item, thei payed in ther tyme to Wyllyam Corne for makyng of a 
byll yt longyth to our ordynance viiid. Item, thei payed to the towne clerke for 
seckyng owte of byllys yt longth to our ordynance xiid. And for writyng in the towne 
boke xs. Item, for makyng of a byll in parchment that longth to the same xd. Item, 
thei have leyd owte in costs of the harnes more than they cowde gadre agen vii. xd. 


And so there have lefte clerely to the coffer viis iiiid.”’ 


In 1481 there are items “ for making of a whele xvid., for an ymage to turne ye broche 


(z.c. the spit) xxd., for payntyng of ye whele and the ymage vid., for a gowne to ye same 


Guild of Bristol Weavers. 73 


ymage vid., to the kerver (carver) for two dayes and a halfe for his labour xvid.” The 
image appears to have been a mechanical figure for roasting the meat. What confirms 


this conjecture is that 8s. 14d. is paid in connection to the “smyth.” 


In 1496 we find the wages of a tiler for a whole week to be 3s. 4d. In the same and 
subsequent years 8s, is paid to the church of Temple for the rent of the hall. In 1497, 
xis. is paid “ out of ye box ffer ye harnyssing of iiij men” at the King’s and the mayor’s 
commandment. The levying of these four men we may assume to have been to aid in 
opposing the invasion of Perkin Warbeck, who, under the name of Richard IV., was 
pushing forward from Exeter into Somerset, where he was met and put to flight by Lord 
Daubeny. In 1504 the wages of a tiler for two weeks three days is 7s. 6d.; toa 
carpenter two days, 9d. In 1514 a tiler’s wages was 64d. a day. Under 1506 there 
is a charge for the ‘‘ making of a new canopy viis. vid.” This was probably for covering 
the Host in procession on Corpus Christi day. A further item is for “staining of the 
cloths for the heydays, iiis. xd.” 


None of the local calendars speak of the rejoicings at Bristol on the coronation of 
Henry VIII., who on midsummer day, 1508, was with his queen “ gloriously crowned, to 
the great comforte of all the land,” but an entry here indicates the loyal observance of 
the occasion, “Paid at the procession at the King’s commandment for bearing of the 
pageants and for wood to make fire at the hall door iis.” (We have modernised the 
spelling). 
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Extracts from Tuckers Account Book, 


1473. M4 that in the yere off John Cogan meire, John Jay shreve, that yr beyng 
masters William Jois Richt yonge Tomas bremer Tomas toukare thei reseyvd off the 
mastrs affore them off the Crafts money iiilb. iiid. in this yere pavyed the paven and 
made the spense off our own costs and deliveryd to the mastrs next comyng as ffor 


the hole yere clerely xiis. 


1474. M4 that in the yere of William Spenstr meire Edmund Weskot schreve that 
tyme beyng mastrs william jois tomas toukare tomas russell jeffrei Lewis so that thei 
resevyed off the mastrs affore them off the Crafts money clerli iii lib. and xiis. off 
rente off the howse so rest clerli iii lib. xiis. off the which money we had to 
the makyng off the branche xxvs. iiiid. and xiis. off the house rente so that remaynythe 


clerly xlvjs. viiid. 


1475. Mé4 that in the yere of Robt Strange meire John fforstere shrerive that tyme 
beyng mastrs Thomas russell Geffre lewis Richard yonge Richard dollyng so that thei 
reseved off the mastrs affore them off the crafftis money clerly xivis viijd. off the whiche 


money we had to the makyng off the gowte viis. viiid. so that remaynyth clerly xis. 


1476. M4 that in the yere off Wilim birde meire Tomas Roley schreve that tyme 
beyng mastrs Rich4 yong Richard dollyng Thomas bremer William jois so that thei 
resevyed off the masirs affore them off the craft’s money clerly xls. and in that yere we 
paide (rest faded out so as to be partly undecipherable, but appears to be a payment of 
15s. for making doors and plastering the hall). 


1480. M4 that in the yere of Wyllm Wedyngton mayr WylI™ Dokett scheryve, that 
tyme beyng mastrs Thomas Brawne, Robert Wakfeld Richard Dollyng and John 
Stalwerthe they ress4 of the mastrs by for them in money iiis. iiiid. of the craft’s money 
clerely And in that yere they made iiij. newe torchis and viii stumpis whiche coste 
xxiiis. and xd.: item, thei payed in ther time to Wylliam Corne for makyng of a byll 
yt longeth to our ordinance viiid. Item, thei payed to the towne clerke for serchyng 


owte of byllys yt longth to oure ordynance xiid. And for writyng in the towne boke xs. 
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Item, for makyng of a byll in pchment that Jongth to the same xd. Item, they have 
leyde owte in coste of the harnes more than they cowde gadre agen viis. xd. And so thei 


have lefte clerly to the coffer viis. iiiid. 


M4 that in the yere of John fforster mayre John Pynke scheryve that tyme beyng 
maystrs Rychard Dollyng John Stalwerthe Wyllyam Rachyns and Thomas Cornew. 
They ress. of the maystrs byfore them in money viis. iiijd. of the craftis money clerely. 
And in that yere thei payed for reparacion of the branche thes p,cellis folowyng. In 
pimis to the Smyth viis. id. ob. Item, for makyng of a whele xvid. Item, for a dosyn 
lampis xd. Item, for an ymage to turne ye broche xxd, Item, for payntyng of ye 
whele iiid. the ymage vid. Item, for a gowne to ye same ymage vid. Item, for a pece 
of tymbre to covre the vyces xd. Item, to the kerver for ii. days and a halfe for his 
labour xvid. Item, for hangyng of wire to the lampes iijd. Item, for glasyng of the 


wyndowes xxd. Item, for makyng the dedys of feffments iis. Sm totales xixs. st. 
And so they have lefte clerly to the cofer as for her yer xiis. 
And in the same yere the makyng of the Aller* was bygonne. 
And also in the same yere was gaderd among the crafte in money xxviis. and xxxvs. 


of the journeymen the whiche they delyvered to the maystrs next comyng after. 


Mé¢ that in the yere of Robert Strange mayre John Estirfeld scheryve that tyme 
beyng maystris Thomas Rossell Wyllyam Rochyns Thomas Cornew and John Browne 
the whiche John Browne dyssesed wythin the said yere and John Stalworthe was chosen 
maystir in his stede these maystris resseyved of the maystris that were next byfore them 
in money lefte in the cofar xiis. Also they resseyved of the forsayd maystris in money 
whiche they had gaderd amonges goodmen of the crafte to the makyng of the Aller 
xxviis. And also they resseyved of the journeymenis money xxxvs. And in her tyme 
the byldyng of the say¢d Aller was endyd. 


Item, thei gaderd amongs good men of the Craft in his tyme xlvis. 
Item, they resseyved of Nycholas Yelling of olde dewte XxXliis iiijd. 
Item, resseyved of Thomas Browne of olde dewte of the Craft’s money __ vis viiid. 


Item, ress. of the tenants ilijs. and a quart vacant 


ie pes is not explained in the New Oxford Dictionary, but it appears from older dictionaries to mean an alley, or 
elovsier. 
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Item, ress. of John Hyille kerver vis. for stuff yt was lafte (left). 

Sm of all rescetts in her tyme comyth clerely to viiis. sterling. 

And here followyth written the costys that were done on the makyng of the Aller and 
of the spense under the Aller :— 

In pr’mis for xxxiij. waynskott bordys xxxijs. vid. Item for carryyng of ij. lodys of 
tymbre fro Knollwod xviid. Item for xii. sene (ste) of rent bordys xiis. Item for xvi. 
pynsyn pacis (guery meaning) iis. id. Item for floryng borde viiis. viiid. Item for 
tymbyr for a grete somer and for flor bemys and strapis (straps) to the steve and for 
sawyng and halyng viiis. iiid. Item for naylis of all maner sortis and for tynnyng of 
naylis iiis. and ixd. Item for Gymmewys lockys and keyes ilis. vid. Item for drynkyng 
to the carpynter and for felowschyppe to helpe to hew the tymbre and for strekyng of 
the halle above and bynethe and for besymes viiis. ob. Item for a mason to breke the 
wallis to resseyve the tymbre of the Allers and for mendyng of fawtis byhynd the 
chymey and for ij. quarters lyme ij. id. ob. Item at resseyvyng of Nycholas yong is 
money and for ernest to the carpynter for ye spense vid. Sm of this costis comyth 
to iiji xs vd. st. 

Sma that the kerver resseyved for his hand iiii xvs- vid. ob. 

Sm totalis amountys viili xvs. just. 

And so they have lefte of the viiili byfor writte clerly to the cofer vs. 

1484. Md that in the yere of Harre Vaghan mayr John Stephengs Scheryfe that 
tyme beyng maystris Thomas Rossell John Stalworthe Nycholas Yonge and Richard 
Dollyng they resseyved of the maystris before them of the Craftis money vs. 

Item, thei resseyved of Alson Browne otherwyse Moyle xxs. for a fyne whiche sche 
delyveryd to that entent to have hyr lyberte for to wyrke hir owne werke. Item, the 
seyd maystris ress. of the jorneymen iijs. of the Aler money. And ther restyth to payng 
of the seyd jorneymen ijs. And here folowyth the costis which thei dyd in here (their) 
yere :—-~ 

Item primis, for the reparacon of the howse That is to sey A lode of tyle stonys lyme 
and heeze (?) latthys and nayles and werkemen hire viiis. ixd. st. Item for costis done 
uppon the branche vis. xd. Item for makyng of the byll whiche was delyverid to a 


yeman of the Crown xiiid. Item, payed for rent of the howse whiche was no tenent 


dwellyng in yt yer viiis. 
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And so they have lefte to the cofer clerely all charges borne viiis. 


1485. M4 that in the yere of Wylliam Wykam maire John Swayne Vic. that tyme 
beyng maystris Richt Yonge and Richard Dollyng Robert Wakfelde Gregore hovehyns 
and their ressevid of the maystris before tyme of the Craftis money viiis of (delt.) 
vis. viiid, 

And so we lefft clerely all scharges and costis beyond the rent of the house payd that 


standeth voide xiis. 


Mé that in the yere of harre Vaghan meyre Rychard Scharman scherife that tyme 
beyng maystyrys Robert wakfeld Gregore hovehyns John Stalward John Garbet they 
resseyved of the maysterys byfore them of ye Crafteys money xis. and so we levyth 
clerly to ye halle al costes bore and ye rent of ye howse payed xvis. and viiid. and lode 


tille stonys that cost xxd sm ye hole rest ys xviijs. iiijd. 


Item, also we resseyved of Glyn Cornysche for hyr libertie a cowpe (cup) of the valewe 


of xs. sm? totalys of clere money xxvis. viiid. 


M¢ yt in ye ere Wyllyam Wykam mayer and John Suygg schreyffe that tyme 
theyse mastrerys John Stalwerd Rycharde dollyng John Garbett, Thomas cernewe 
thyey ressevyde of y¢ Craftys money vis. viiid. and a coppe of a plegys xs. 


Item, yt y® same iiii. masterys hath made ye same ere iiij. new torchys yt coste xiis. 
Item, yt ye same masterys hath payde ye rente yt ys viiis. for yt ete (year) so we 


leffeth in ye Boxsse xs. 


Be ht in mynde yt in ye ere master John Esterfelde mayer and Master John Schefter 
Schyeyffe and in yt ere on Rychard Baster dyde Gode have mersse on ys sowle ye whiche 
rycharde Bequeth to ye alle A twyll cloth of towllys y® whyche cloth John Garbette and 
John Ederman dyllyy4 to ye masters of Crafte Wyllyam rochyn rychard dowlyng Thom 
Corquell and Thoms Smyth. 


Be ht in mynde yt in ye ere master Esterfelde Beyng mayer and John Chester scherffe 
and in ye ere Beyng masterys Rychard dollyng Wyllyam rochynys and Thomas 
Cornells and Thomas Smyth they resseyved of ye Crafteys money xs. and in yt ere thay 
payed for ye paytyng (?) dore iiijs. besyde yt ye Crafte gave thereto itt for hassepys 


r 


78 Guild of Bristol Weavers, 


(hasps) and stappellys iijd. for ye wendows in ye tenemette. And so we leffe in Boxsse 


xis. and so we leffte ye same massers (s7c) that y affore reherssyd in ye halle 


Memorandum, yt yn ye ere off Mr. Pyncke beyng mayer and clemente Urylst here 
scheryff and yn y® yere beyng maystrys Wyllyam rochynys Thomas Smith Gregore 
hovchyns Alyxandyr fforster and yn y® yere payd ffor ye reparasyon off ye hall— 


ffor a lod of ston 


Xviiid. 
Itm ffor ye halyng (hauling) iid. 
Ttm ffor a tylar ij dayys : xiiid. 
Itm ffor ye sam tylar iiij dayys and a qr offa day iis. iiid. 
Itm ffor iiij¢ tylpynys id. 
It™ ffor ij bordys and naylis iijd. ob. 
Itm ffor half a c off led and xxvili iijs. iiijd. 
Itm ffor lym vid. 
Itm ffor ye Kyng ys sylvyr ffor ye hall viiid. ob. 


And also we levyth cler in ye box off ye crafte ys xxxvs. iiijd. and so we left ye ij. 


mazarys affore rehersyd. 


Bee ht in mynde yt in ye ere master Strange mayer and Thoms ffyshe scherffe and in 
yt ere Beyng mastrys Gregory hovechyns rychard Dollyng Thoms Cornelle savder 


(sec) Gyllam and yt ere y® same iij. masterys made iiij. pendantys for ye viiis. xd. 


Item for rente of ye howsys yt Thom™ ffynwalle gaffe (gave) over to vss. 


yt we have payd to ye rente gederars (gatherers) for ye same 
ere vis. viiid. and for rente iiis. iiijd. and so we leffte 
in dettys to ye Crafte Watkynys Adamys vis. viiid. It™ more master harre owt us for 


rente viiis. Itm yt rycharde Bonay out for rente and ye cherche payde vs. iiid. 
And so we lefyth in y¢ Boxsse and in ye Boke 


Summa. 
Be ht in mynde yt in ye ere master John Steffynys mayer and master Wyllyam 
regent schereffe and in yt ere Beyng masterys rycharde Dollyng john Stalward 
Thoms Cornelle Thoms Broke and so we iiij. masterys resseyved in Boxke xviiis ijd. 


Guild of Bristol Weavers. 79 


Itm yt ye same iiij. masterys pavyde ye halder yt coste viiis. 

Itm yt we spende a pan (upon) ye synte petterys day (St. Peter’s day) more than 
y® crafftys money xs. 

Itm yt we have payde to ye cherche of Tempell viiis. 

Itm yt we have payde for ye kefferyng (covering) of ye grette gowte in ffyndwalleys 
howse iiis. iid. 

Itm we have payde for rente of asysse of ffynwaleys howse vis. viiid. 

It we Bogth a tabyll cloth yt coste iis. viiid. 

Itm yt we payde for ye Glassyng of ye wendowys viiid. 


sm xlviis. vid. 


Be yt in mynde 'yt thys Ben ye perssonys yt owt ye Craffte for rente and for other 
thyngs— 
Itm yt master hare owt viiid. 
Itm yt Wakyn Adamye owt viis. viiid. thereof John Stalwarde owt iiis. viiid. 
Itm yt rycharde Bony owt ixs, viiid. 
Itm yt John ffelde owt: to ye halle for rent of ffyndals iijs. 


Be ht in mynde that in y* ere mastt Will Dogett mayre and master harry dale 
chereffe and in yt yere beyng masterys Robert Wakffeld John Stalwarde thomas broke 


and John a Wellys and we ress in ye boxke xis. viiid. here folowyth y* costs—_ 


Itm payed to ye cherche of tempell viiis. 

It™ selynge of y¢ porche iiijd. 

Itm for mendynge of ye pott for ye branche vid. 

Itm yt we payed upon seynd petterys day more yan y¢ Craffts money iiijs. 
Itm more we payed for rent of sysse of fynwalleys howse vis. viiid. 
Itm more for rydynge of ye schop of ye said howse xvid. 

Itm more for makyng of new scottelis to ye same xd. 

Itm more for makyng clere of a gowt iiijd. 

Itm more for lockys and keyes to ye same xiiid. 

itm more for ye fore howse of ye hal iiij. new lokys and keyes xxd. 
Itm more for ffynwalys hys howse for here lyme to ye gret pynyn xid. 


sm ys costs xxvs, viiid. 
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Here folewyth what yt we levyth clere to ye hal— 
It™ mastt harry ye leche owyth to ye halle viiis.’ 
It™ more Watkyn adamys owyth apon yé beds iiijs. iiijd. 
Itm rychar bony owyth to y® hal vis. viiid. 
Itm more John of banbery owyth to yé hal of oure zere (year ?) iiijs. 


It™ more John ffylde owyth for ffynwalys howse iiijs. 


And so we levyth clere in y* boxe and in ye boke and al costs and rents payd tor 


oure zere XxXvilis. vid. 


Be ht in mynde yt in ye ere master Nawkeys mayer and John Drewsse shereve and 
in yt ere Beyng masterys Robard Wakeffelde and Wylliam rewgynys Thomas Smyth 
and John a Wellys Thys ys ye masters costys—Itm for a lode of tyle stonys xviiid. 
Itm for pynys id. It™ for a tyller for a hole weke iijs iijd. It™for ij. qr of lyme iiijd. 
tin vs. id. Itm more y®¢ same masterys hath payd to ye cherche of Tempyll viiis. for 


ye rente of y® halle and so leffte in ye Boxsse clerely xxs. 


Itm yt ye ffere howsse wasse sowde (sold ?) alle ye same ere. Itm yt John tenby 


owt ye same ere afforesyde ixs. iiijd. 


1497. Be hyt yn mynd yt y™ y¢ yere off John Drewys beyng mayer and heu brewer 
beyng scheryff and y» yt yere beyng mastrys Roberd Wakfeld John A wellys, thomas 
smyth and Alyxandyr sefte and yt yere we recevyd in mony y™ y® box lvjs. viiid. off 
ye Craftys mony. Sm lvis viiid. 


Be hyt in mynde yt in ye foreseyd yere we recevyd out of y* box to ye bessnes off 
cloth makyng of ye® Crafts mony xiiiis. Item, more recefyd out off ye box ffor 


ye harnyssyng of iiij. men at ye kyng ys commandment xls. and by y® wyll of ye craft. 


1498. Be ht in mynde yt in ye ere mastre dale mayer in yt ere Beyng masterys 
Roberde Wakeffelde and Thomas Cernewe Thoms Smyth and Thomas hoppekynys in 
yt ere we ffende in ye Boxsse ijs. It™ in ye costys of y* halle ye same ere for yé 


glassyng of ye wendowys ijs. It™ for ye makyng of iij. torches ixs. 


1498. Be hyt in mynde yt in ye yere mastt Kyngstone beyng meyre John Jay 
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schereff yt yere beyng masterys John Stalward thomas cornew, thomas brede and 
thomas hopkyns and we had no money in ye box. It™ in costs of ye hal we made a 
new key to ye gret coffer iiid. Item, more a new loke and a key to another vid. Item 


more for ij gret keyis vd. and so we levyth clere to ye box and rent of ye hall payed 
ilis. iiid 


1499. Be hyt in mynde yt in the yere maystr Browne beyng meyr and Phylyppe 
grene schreffe yt yere beyng maystres John Stalwarde Thomas broke Elyxandyr ffester, 
Edwarde payne and in yt yere we ressevyd in the boxe iis. iiid. Item payed for a 
tylar to mende a loke byhynde the chymneye vid. And so we levyd clere to the boxe 


and the rente of the halle payd viiis. viiid. of the whyche viiis. viiid. reste in ye tenande 
hende vs. iiiid. 


1500. Be hyt in mynde yt in the ere off mayst' Rycharde Waughan meyr Hewe 
Elyatte John Baker shrevys that yere beynge mastres Gregorye howchyns, John a 


Wellys Elyzandyr ffestir Edwarde payne in that yere we Browgttee in ij. newe torchys 
to the crafts behoffe (behoof). 


1501. Behyt in myne that in the yere of mastt Jorge Mollens beyng meyar Thomas 
parnell Thomas Snyge scherevys that yere beyng mastrys George hechyns John a 
Wellys Thomas hopkens John ball and in that yere we browgthe in vs. iijd. the whyche - 
vs. and iijd. the tennent owyth to the Craft and all thynges reckenyd. 


1502. Be hyt in myne yt ye yere of hew brewer beynge meyre John Colas and John 
Cavil beynge schervys the year beynge mastrs John Stalward thomas broke thomas 
hoppkynys and John bal and in yt yere we leffte to ye hall vs. and iiijd. ye whyche vs. 
and iiijd. lyethe in ye tenant ys honde. 


1503. Be yt in mynd yt in ye yere of mastr harry dale meyre rychart meryke and 
William betforde scherffys and in yt yere ryschart meryke dyed and robart storne bere 
owte hys yere and yt yere beynge maystrys John a Wellys John Stalward Edward 
peyne and roscher gerbert and we tesseyved of y¢ tenent vis. iiijd. and here folewyth 


y® costs of y¢ hall. Item, in primys for iij. lode of tyle stonys pryse xviijd. ye lode 
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sum iiijs. vi. Item for lyme xijd. Item for lats and neylys and crests viiid. Item 
for bords and for tymber xijd. Item for a tylar ij. weekys and iij. dayes viis vid. Item 
for a carpynter ij. dayes ixd. Item more y* howse stode voyde halfe a eyre and we 


xvid. to pay the charche sm ye hole costs yt we have don ys yere xvis. andixd. “™ 


1504. Be ytt in mynde thas in the yere of maystt Davy Phylyppys beynge meyre 
Wyllm geffers and Eddemonde penson beynge shreffys and in that yere beynge maystres 
John A Wellys Eddewarde payne Umfrey Pynkyll and Roger Newe and in yt yere we 
havs payd for the glaseynge of y® hall wyndowys iijs. iiijd. Item more reste in the 
tenawnds honde vs. iiijd. 


1505. Missing. 


1506. Be hytt mynde that in the yere of mayst* Davys beynge meyre Thomas Gyllyat 
and John harys beyng shrefys and in that yere beynge maystrys Gregorye howchyns 
Thomas Broke and Umfraye pynkyll and Thomas stevyns beynge maystrys and in that 
yere we payd ffor the makeynge of the Barge of the hall to the carpynter and the tyler 
wt all the costs that longeythe to that xs. ijd. Item more ffor the makeynge of a new 


canype viis. iijd. Item more payde ffor the steynge of the clothys for the heydays iijs. xd. 


sma the costs xvjs. iijd. 


1507. Be hytt in mynde that in the yere of mayst' Ryggester beynge meyre Wylim 
Eddewards and John a Wellys beynge shrefys and in that yere Gregorye howchyns 
Thomas Broke Umfraye pynkyll and Eddewarde paynne beyng maystrys and that yere 
we bere all costs and scharge of crafte and we have lefte in the teneyns hands to the 
reparacyon of the howse vs. iiijd. 


In the year (1525) of John Hatton mayor Thomas Jefferies and John Sperynge sheriffs 
Henry Prestwode“ gave a bequest unto the hall vi. platers vii. potengers and vi.sawsers.” 
In the same year was bought four and half ells of linnen cloth at 6d. the ell for a board 
cloth to the high board or table. 
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In 1530 “our minstrells wages” were xviis. and in the year following xvis. This item 
in 1538 was xxvs. ivd., and by a further entry in 1540 the cost of the iiii. mynstrells 
was xxvs., and in the following year xxviis. and viiid. for v. minstrels. The same year 
occurs :—‘‘ Resseved yn money of levying of our lady beam iiis. viiid.’” This would 
appear to be the contribution of the Craft towards the lights on the rood loft in Temple 
Church. 


‘In the tyme of William Spenser, meyre, John Alpas defendyd to the Crafte of 


Tokers as in sellyn away of clothys of dyvers mens. 


In primis hee solde a clothe of Thomas Edwardys the Baker. 
Item, hee layde a clothe to plegge of James Swetman. az 
Item, anoder clothe to Thomas Spycer. 

Item, hee solde a clothe to Chauseler of Keynsham ffor alle thys was payd 
ffor the wyche causes hee was for ever excludyd owte of this towne of Tokers 
Crafte.” 


John Scheparde meyre Henry Vaghan scheryf Thomas Russell John Browne 
Nicholas Yong John Hygar then maysters of Tokers Crafte. 


Mé that John leeses defendyd to the Crafte as in sellyng awey remanents of clothe of 
Thomas Jeram dyer. 


Item for leyyng to plege a clothe to John Browton. 
Item for leyng to plege a clothe of Willim Ducket wt many other ffawts 
that byn enteryd in oure boke of records, wherefor hee ys excludyd by the 


hoole body of the Crafte for evermore. 


Two similar cases follow the above, and another in which a man took away from 
John Jay, a brother of the Craft, a saw, a hammer, a “wymmyll,” and other tools 
“falsely and untruly ;” this was proved in the hall before the masters, “wherefore he 
was excludyd and put owte of oure occupation for ever wtin Bristowe thys ys enteryd 


in oure boke of Records proved.” 
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In these and the succeeding cases of theft, etc., the punishment was restricted in the 
culprit being banished from Craft in Bristol, and not, as would be in the present day, 


in being brought before the civic magistrates for trial in a criminal court. 


Documents. 


Edwardi terci 37 capitutulo. 


Item, it ordayned that handy craftsmen shall hold them every one of them to one 
mistery and ij. of every Craft shalbe chosen to survey that non use other crafte than 


which he hath chosen, and the trespassers to be punyshed. 


Anno tercio Henric octav. 
Clothears shall pay their workmen redy money and no wares, payne of xs. for every 
- default. 


Anno 28 Henrici octav. cap. v. 


No mt nor warden shall not take of any apprentis for his admyssion but iis. vid. or 
iis. ivd.. 
Edward the vith cap. 2.3 yedd. 
That the wardens of the Clothworkers shalbe admytted by justis to take the wey of 
all clothes and for the better executyng of this statute. 


Edward the 6th 3 yer the second c. 


For as muche as by the sleyt and suttell makyng of clothes and collours within divers 
partes of this Realme now of late practised and used, not only great infamyes and 
slaunders hath growen to the same Realme, but also the queenes majestie most faithfull 
subiectes have sustayned great losse in the use and wearyng of the same clothes, so 
sleightly and suttely made, for remedy and reformacion wherof Be it ordayned and 
enacted by the Kynges most excelent maieste with the assent of the lordes spyrituall 


and temporall and the commons in the present parliament assembled and by the 
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aucthoriti of the same that every clothyar and clothmaker shall frome the feaste of the 
annunciation of our Ladi next comyng sett his seall of led to his clothe Declaryng 
therby the juste lengthes therof to be tried by the watar and that no person shall from 
the said feaste strayne or stretche any sett clothes or any other clothe above one yarde 
and half a quarter in length and a quarter of a yarde in breadth upon payne to forffet 
xls. for every default. 

And that no person nor persons shall from the sayd feast upon payne laste before 
remembered put to sale any clothe which shalbe wett shall spryng more than one yarde 
and a halfe in all the lengthe, and a quarter of a yarde in bredth And that narrow 
Straytes and kerseyes shall not from the sayd feaste be stretched above a yarde in 
lengthe and half a quarter of a yarde in breadth upon the payne for every fault therin 
xxs., nor shall putt to sale any clothe narrow strayt or kersey the peces wherof beyng 
wett shall shrynk more than quarter the same rates in the whole pece upon payne to 
forffet for every suche offense xxs. 

And furder that no person or persons occupying the seat of dieing shall die or alter 
into collors or cause to be died or altered into collours any wollen clothes or browne 
blues pawkes tawneys or violets except the same wollen clothes be perfectly boyled 
greyned or madred upon the wood and shut with good and sufficient corckes or 
aftar a due substansyall and sufficient manner off workmanshipe accordyng to the 
auncient workmanship in tyme past used upon payne of forffayture for every default of 
false dieing xxs. 

Nor that any person shall from the sayd feaste die any woll to be converted into 
cloth called Russet marbles grayes Bayes or suche lyke collowrs or to be converted 
and made into hattes or cappes one lest the same woll be pfetly woded boyled and 
madred accordyng to the trwe auncient usaige upon the payne of forffayture for the 
false dyeng of every suche clothe or of as moche woll as shall serve for the makyng 
of every clothe contrary to the true meanyng therof xls. 

Nor shall die with trassell to the intent to make a false collowr to clothe nor woll 
hattes nor cappes upon payn for every defalt xxs. 

And that no person or persons shall after the said feaste put any flock chalk flower 
or starche or any other decevable thing upon any sett cloth or upon any other clothe or 
clothes coloured or uncoloured on payne and forffayt for every such offense xls. 


Not to strein or 
streche abov @ 
yarde and half in. 
the length xls. 


Es <M 
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And that no person shall from the said feaste use any iron cardes or pyckards and 
rowyng of any sett clothes or any manner of wollen clothe upon payne to forfet as wel 


the said iron cardes or pyckards as also the some of xxs. for every suche offense. 


Nor that any p’son shall from the sayd feaste sell any cloth by less meashur than 
aftar the true content therof to be mete and measured by the yarde addyng to every 
yarde suche of the rule accordyng to the statute made in the vith yere of the rayne of 
the most worthy prynce of most famous memory kynge henry the viiith father unto our 
soverayne lord the kyng that now is upon payne to forffayt for every yarde of clothe so 


put to sale by any other lesse measured vis. viiid. 


And that no p’son shall from the said feaste put to sale here within the realme 
either by retayle or otherwyse any cloth beyng pressed to be occupied and worn here 
within the Realme of Ingland Wales or Ireland upon payne of forffayture of the same 
clothes or the value theroff that have byn so pressed or put to sale as is last before 


remembered. 


And for the better executyng of this statut be it enacted by the awctoryte aforesayd 
that in every towne villaig or hamlet beyng not corporate where clothe shalbe made or 
sold the justicesses of the peace of the same sheer where any suche towne vyllaig or 
hamlet is or two of them at the least and in every city borrow or town Corporate the 
head officer or officers of every the same citie boroughe or towne Corporat together with 
the wardens of the cloth workars or two of them at the lest shall have full power and 
autoritie by vertue of this act once every yere to convent and call before them by theyre 
discressyns of the most honest discreet and indifferent men of every suche Citi borough 
towne vyllaig or hamlet where any clothe shalbe made or solde and them shall 
constitute ordayne and appoynt to be overseers for one whole yere then next followyng 
within the Citi Borowgh towne villaige or hamlet where the same overseers shalbe 
dwellyng chargyng them also upon theyr othes as they do tender the honor of the 
Realm and the commonwelth of the same that they do endevor themselves for that yere 
as muche as in them shall lye to see that this statute be truely observed and kept 
within the lymmyts of theyr charge in every part theroff And that the same overseers 


or two of them shall every quarter of the sayd yere at the least or so often as need shall 
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requyre by theyr discressyons by force hereof vissyt and go into every clothyrs drapers 
clothworkers diars and pssars Trowser shoppes and other places where cloth or died 
woll shalbe and then to make due serche and to vewe the clothes and wolls made or 
died or remaynyng to be solde and to serche and trye as well whether the sayd clothes 
be drawed or strayned or falslie died as also of all other defaltes before specified 


commyted or done contrary to the trewe meaning of this act. 


And yf upon the serche of the clothes be found drawed or strayned or the cloth or 
woll falsly died or coloured or any other of the sayd faultes commytted or done contrary 
to the true meanyng of this statute that then the sayd severall forffaytures to encur 
upon the party or parties which shall offend in the said or in any of them the one half 
of all whiche forffeitures to be unto the Kyng our soveraygne Lorde his heyres and 
sucksessors and the other half to suche of overseers as doth fynde the sayd 
defautes or causes of forffeytures or that wyll sue for the same in any of the Kynges 
Courtes of Recorde, or before the justices of peace within any Cytie borough or towne 
corporat or before the justices of peace within any shere wher any such foffaytures 
shalbe had owt of any citie or towne corporate the same sute to be pursued by byll 
playnt axcion of dett information or otherwyse and in whiche sute no wayger of lawe 


essoyu or protection shalbe allowed for the deffendant. 


And yff the said overseers shalbe neclygent and wyll not sue for the same forffaytures 
by the space of one half yere next aftar the cawse of the same forfaytures commytted 
and done that then the one halfe of the same forfayture to be to our sayd soverayne 
lorde his heyres or suckcessors and the other half to him that wyll sue for the same as 


is aforesaid within one other yere next aftar suche default be had by the sayd overseers. 


And yff any of the said p’sons so commanded to appear to be made overseers as is 
aforesayd and havyng no reasonable excuse do refuse to come and take upon him or 
them to be an overseer as is aforsayd that then every such person refusyng and havyng 
no reasonable excuse so to do to forffayt for every suche refusal xis. the one half to the 
Kyng and the other half to the justices of peace or hed officer by whose commandment 
he was commanded to appear to be an overseer and the same overseer so offendyng to 
remayne in the warde of the sherife untill such tyme as he had made a payment of the 


sayd forfayture or otherwyse put in sufficient bond for the satisfaction of the same. 
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1480. Md that in the yere of Wyllm Wedyngton mayr Wyllm Dokett sheryve, that 
tyme beyng maystyrs Thomas Browne Robert Wakfeld Rychard Dollyng and John 
Stalwerthe they recd of the maysters byfore them in money iiis. ivd. of the craftis money 
clerely And in that yer they made iiij. nave torchis and viii stumpis which coste 
Xxiiis. and xd, 

To all Christian people to whom this presente writing shall come Ralph Millard 
Thomas Powell and David Lloyd of the Citty of Bristoll Cloathworkers send greeting 
Know you that wee the aforesaid Ralph Millard thomas Powell and David Lloyd for 
divers good causes and consideracons them hereunto specially moving have given 
graunted and by their presents here confirmed for us and our heires to our beloved in 
Christ William Barons Gentleman now one of the sherriffes of the said Citty John 
Barons of the Citty aforesaid, merchant, brother of the said William; John Stone the 
elder ffrancis Bayly, Owen Meredith, Eliz Northorne, Robert Byde, William Dyer, 
Thomas Bishopp, William Oldberry, Richarde ffloyde, Thomas James, William 
Underbury, Jonas Barwell, Phillipp Doutinge, Thomas Clement, Ralph Davies, William 
Barons the younger, Richard Matthew, John Oldbery, John Lloyd, William Bishopp, 
Robert Gray, Edward Younge and Thomas Lewes and to their heires and assignes a 
certaine Annuity or yearly rent chardge of six shillings and eight pence lawfull money 
of England comeing groweing and arising out of a messuage or tenemt and guarden 
belonging and adjoyning to the same heretofore of Ambrose Davis of middle Temple, 
London Gent soun and heire of Henrey Davis late of the Citty aforesaid deceased with the 
appurtenances now in the holding or occupacion of one Margarett Dyer widdow or of 
her assigne or assignes: Situate, lying and being in a street there called Temple Street 
Within the said Citty of Bristoll between a tenemt of one Alice Davis widdow on the 
north pte and a certaine tenement late in the holding or occupacion of one John 
Gibbons deceased of the south pte And extendeth it selfe from the aforesaid streete 
called Temple streete forward in the Eastward pte even to the Law Ditch backwards on 
the westward pte To have, hold, levy and receive the aforesaid Annuity or yearly rent 
chardge of six shillings and eightpence to the said William Barons, John Barons, John 
Stone, ffrancis Bayly, Owen Meridith, Eliz Northerne, Robert Byde, William Dyer, 
Thomas Bishopp, William Oldberry, Richard floyd, Thomas James, William Under- 
bury, Jonas Barwell, Phillipp Doutinge, Thomas Clement, Ralph Davis, William 
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Barons the younger, Richard Matthews, John Oldberry, John Lloyd, William Bishopp, 
Robert Gray, Edward Younge and Thomas Lewis their heires and assignes for ever 
att twoe termes in the yeare to be paid (vzz:) Att the feaste of St. Micheal the 
Archangell and the Nativity of St. John the Baptist by equall portions to be paid for 
ever. And if it shall happen the said Annuity or yearly rentcharge to be behind and 
unpaid in pte or in all by the space of one month next after either of the feasts aforesaid 
in whicsh it ought to be paid as aforesaid that then and at all times afterwards it shall 
be lawfull for the said William Barons, John Barons, John Stone, ffrancis Bayly, Owen 
Meridith, Eliz. Northerne, Robert Byde, William Dyer, Thomas Bishopp, William 
Oldberry, Richard ffioyd, Thomas James, William Underbery, Jonas Barwell, Phillipp 
Douting, Thomas Clement, Ralph Davies, William Barons the younger, Richard 
Matthews, John Oldberry, John Lloyd, William Bishopp, Robert Graye, Edward 
Younge and Thomas Lewis into the aforesaid messuage or tenement and guarden 
aforesd with the appurtenances to enter and distrayne and the distresse and distresses 
there found taken to carry, lead, drive, keep and retaine in their owne possession untill 
of the aforesaid Annuity or yearly rentchardge of six shillings and eightpence 
together with the arrearage thereof if any be shalbe fully satisfied and paid: further 
know you that wee the said Ralph Millard, Thomas Powell and David Lloyd have 
given, paid and delivered to the aforesaid William Barons, John Barons, John Stone, 
ffrancis Bayly, Owen Meridith, Elizabeth Northerne, Robert Byde, William Dyer, 
Thomas Bishopp, William Oldberry, Richard floyd, Thomas James, William Underbery, 
Jonas Barwell, Phillipp Douting, Thomas Clement, Ralph Davies, William Barrons 
the younger, Richard Matthews, John Oldberry, John Lloyd, William Bishopp, 
Robert Gray, Edward Younge and Thomas Lewis one penny of silver in the name of 
a seisin of the said Annuity or yearly rentchardge of six shillings and eightpence by 
their assents graunted unto them. In witness whereof we have hereunto sett our seales 
dated at the Citty of Bristoll aforesaid the September Anno Dom. 1604 and in the yeare 
of the raigne of our Lord James by the grace of God King of England ffraunce and 
Ireland the second and of Scotland the eighth. 
Original endorsement 
Ralph Millard gr. to 
William Barons, etc. 


1604. 
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Late endorsement— 


1 Copy of Sept. 1604 
Millard and ali. 


to 


Grant of 6/8 per ann. 
out of a Messuage in 


Baron and ali. Temple Street. 


The Articles of Agrement Indented made the fourth day of the month of January 
in the xixth yeare of the reigne of our soveraigne Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God 
of England ffraunce and Ireland Queene Defender of the faith, etc. BETWENE the 
parishoners of the Temple of the one partie And Robert Rogers and Lewis Tomlyns 
now masters of the Company and fellowshipp of Weavers and the Senyors of the same 
Company of the other partie. Before the right worshippfull Mr. John Wade mayor 
Mr. David Harris Robert Sexey Mr. Thomas Chester Mr Thomas Kelk and Mr. John 
Browne Aldermen WI1TNESSETH that whene it was ordayned by the said maior and 
Justice before this tyme that the Lynnen Cloth faire at Paules Tide should be holden 
and kept seaven yeares in the Tuckers Hall and other seaven yeares at the Weavers 
Hall If Is NOWE by the advise of the said Mayor and Aldermen ordayned concluded 
and fully agreed that the faire for Lynnen Cloth Packe shall alwaies from henceforth 
be holden and kept in the Tuckers hall and in the privity of the same for ever so long 
as the said faire at Paules Tide shall have contynnuaunce within the parish of Temple. 
PROVYDED also that the parishoners of Temple and masters of the Tuckers that now be 
and their Successors that in tyme to come shalbe shall pay yearely during the 
contynuaunce of paules faire to the poore Almes people in the Weavers hall xiis. of 
good and lawfull money of England Also it is agreed that the masters and Company of 
the Weavers that now be and that in tyme to come shalbe shall have from henceforth 
the use comodity profitt and advantage of the Packe of welshe frises repayring and 
comyng to the said faire in such order as they heretofore hath been accustomed 


without paying any custome or other dutie for the same. IN WITNESS WHEREOF the 
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parties aforesaid each to others to theise present Indentures interchaungeably have sett 


their synnes and seales the yeare and day abovesaid. 
By me William Chub. 


By me William David mf 


- Willi 
Signu. — Thomas Tylor. 
Howell 


To the Right worshipfull maister Wylliam Pepwell (A.D. 1568) maior and 
leevtennant of this the quenes highnes Cytie of bristowe and to the worshipfull 


mrs thaldermen. 


$n theire moste bumble wise complayneth unto your discreat wisdomes your 
humble oratoners the masters and Companye of the towckars where that in the tyme 
of Mr. Narthal’s last year of his meyraltie your saide oratoners as well as other your 
burgeisis put up theyre suplicacions unto the saide maior and aldermen declaryng 
therin theyre great greef and myserable estate that they were in at that day and what 
hurte was lyke to insue yff by the wise discressyon of the saide maior and aldermen some 
spedy remedy the rather were not provyded The saide maior and aldermen consideryng 
the petition to be ground ine reason and of puer necessytie They wrote theyre humble 
lettars unto the honerable lordes of the quenes maiesties councell desyryng 
reformacion of the premissis and for asmuche as master Wylliam Corrie and mastar 
Thomas Chestre were then chosen burgeisis of the parlyment by vertue of the quenes 
wryte then directed to the shereves the hole sute of the commands was put unto theyres 
handes beyng also ernestly requyred by the saide maior and aldermen to have tender 
consideracions of the pytifull complayntes of the Commons who promysed asuredly so 
to do. But contrary unto theyre promise and order of humanytie of lovyng burgeisis 
by meanes of those supplicacions and other suttell allegacions they found the meanes 


to make the marchauntes and Crafte wch purpose they have sued for sence the time of 
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our late kyng of worthy memory Edward the Sixth in all wch tyme they cowlde not be 
hearde nether prevayle But then havyng all those supplicacions in theyre handes 
ingroced the to one in the whiche supplicacion they persuaded withe councell that the 
cheffe decay of bristowe was for that the marchauntes and the navygacion of the Cytie 
and porte weare in decay by meanes of so many occupying unto the sea in the trade of 
marchandise and did lade uppon strayngers bottomes and having non experyence ne 
skyll therin alleagyng theyre wonderfull great losses also as the loss of viii great shippes 
lade to the frenche valued at threskore thousand poundes the sharpe and cruell 
entertaynment of the spaynishe nacion of the marcheaunts of bristowe ten shipes broke 
and leyde up within iiii yeares for lacke of trade theyre oft attempted voyages to the 
newfoundland and theunproffitable gayneand there oftheimmedeyat paymentes ofcustom 
into the Custom howse where they were wont to have resonable tyme of the payment 
of the same; the great impostes of wynes that they were not able to put the commons 
to worke as in tyme past and by this suttyll fetche the optayned to be a crafte that 
is they promysed the counsell that yff it woldelde please thire hounors to confyrme 
theyre compocissidn they wolde fynde the meanes that all the commons of bristowe 
shulde so be releeved and comforted thereby that they shalbe blesse the tyme that it 
was fyrste begon upon consideracion whereof they had theyr purpose. Butt what hath 
happened unto the o bristowe by thease meanes bondayge bondaige and mysery for 
before Bristowe withall for inhabitauntes were free and hade theyre lybertie alwayes to 
sende theyr goodes unto the seas or els Mr. Corrie and mastre Chestre had take more 
care for this Cytie for by the sea and trade therof thei got theyir goodes and the sea 
was not at no tyme shut up from them but move they as lordes in towne and countrey 
and so full of worldly welth that it greeves them to se any poore men to prosper. O 
mercifull lorde god who wolde have thought that Mr. Chestre beyeng a free Cytizen 
borne and sonne unto the naturaleste Cytizen that was in bristow in our tyme who wolde 
wee beleeve have spent muche monney in the Cyties behalff, or it shulde have had this 
slaunder wee say who wolde have thought that Mr. thomas chestre by name wolde 
concent to have the cytie of bristowe made bonde they sayd to the counsell we shuld 
blesse the tyme nay so that god have commanded to blesse and not to curse wee and 
the chyldren that are to be borne may curse tyme that they were borne for to do suche 


a myschyous and uncharytable a deede for by this meanes the Cytie is the worse a 
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nombre of honeste occupiers are cut of from occupyeng unto the sea at whose hands the 
pore Crafte of towckars earned more in a yeare than they do now by ii or iii c. li by the 
yeare no man must medell with merchauntes Craft and yet they wyll entarmedell with 
other mens for they have taken upon them to fold and tache cloth by whiche meanes 
also the poore Crafte of towckars is jmpayned of theyr lyvyng a mouges them all bettar 
than xx li by the yeare Some marchaunts use clothyars of the contrey so unhonestly 
that we have harde some of the clothiars swear that they wyll sell their clothes at 
london or other places and beare theyr losses rather than they wyll medell with suche 
marchauntes and our clothiers of bristowe and sell no clothes to marchauntes of the 
same for what we knowe not but that the marchaunt wyll say they have no money to 
disbuses But yff any clothier wyll play (deit.) for halff year and halff yeare 
the marchaunt wyll then have the clothes though this clothiar’s stok lyeng out of his 
hands may not occupy tyll his stok com to handes and by this meanes a nombar of poore 
people are also owt of woorke to theyr utter impoverishment etc. (deliz.) ether, 
corne buttar chese tallow calveskyns for suche ware the marchauntes have theyre redy 
money checked and boorde and this ware is dayli laden more now than at any tyme 
before and that withowte the feare of god or shame of the woreld Ye although some 
of late have byn taken yett wyll the marchauntes say they lade none But sure we be that 
shippes of bristow do cary away our comodytees to our uttar distruction and impover- 
yshment and by this meanes there is suche disencion, debate, striff and discord at this 
day that the lyk have not be seem god for his mercy amend it when his wyll is godes 
vengeance is dayle threatned unto (delzt.) of poor (delit.) by the preachers of 
his word more in our dayes than at any tyme good statutes are made and have byn 
mad wch do stand in force at this day for inordynat carrying and conveyeng of our 
commoditie to straung nacions and all prevales not for they fear nother god quene nether 
ther ministers let any honeste burges spie theyr faltes and make seasur then kyll the 
knave saith they and other wylbe war by her to medell In tender concyderacion of the 
promysses we most humblie desyre your worshippes for the tender merci of gode to have 
suche tender concideracion of this our symple suplicacion as unto mattars of trowth 
worthy of pitie as your grave worshipes consyderacions shall seem mete so as some 
relieff and comforte therof may growe unto your sayd orators wch is theyr earnest prayer 


unto god and this hole state wch are in nombar ij¢ and Ixxxvii soules shall as they are 
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bounde pray unto the eternall and lyvyng god long to preserve your worshippes with 


increase of health and felicitie etc. 


In dei nomine amen The xxx day of november in the vith yere of the rayne of our 
soverayne Lorde Edward the vith by the grace of godd of Ingland france and Ireland 
Kyng defender of the fayth and of the church of Ingland and also of Ireland the supreme 
hedd I Jas Stevens of the Cyte of bristow tucker beyng of hole mynde and in good and 
perfett remembrance thank be to godd beyng of the parysh of seynt thomas the aposell 
in brystow forseyd do lett ordeyne and make thys my present Testament contaynyng 
my last wyll in maner and forme foloyng: ffyrst and pryncypally I bequeath my 
sowle to almyghty godd my creator trusting by the deth and passyon of our Savyor 
Jesus Cryst to have full remyssion and forgeveness of my syns and to be partaker of 
hys gloryous kyndom in hevan And my bodye I bequeth to the holy sepulcure to be 
buryyd within the churchyard of the foresayd parysh church in the west syde of the 
crosse by my wyfe. Item, I geve to the vicar of there for my tithyng omyttyd xiid. 
Item, I geve to my craft and to the hall xxs. viiid. I wyll hytt be delyveryd at the day 
of my months mynde for this purpose that the masters of my craft shal imploy the 
sayd xxs. in tesylls to the relyfe of the pore of my craft of Tockers so that the sayd 
pore shall paye for a staffe of tesylls but one peny more then they cost. And the 
profet of the geynes of the sayde xxs. to be geven to the masters of the sayde crafte of 
tuckers for the tyme beyng to se thys my wyll performyd And also I wyll that my 
executrys shall make to my craft a brekefast to the value of xxs at the seyd day of my 


months mynde or immediately after. 


Item, I gyve my howse that I dwell yn in Redclyff strete to my wyfe weltfyed duryng 
her lyfe frelye and after her decese I geve the sayd howse with all the appurtenances 
there belongyng to John Sprynt Stolas hys wyfe ther ayrs executors or assyns that then 
hit shalbe lefull to the masters of the Tuckers for the tyme beyng to take a stress out 
of the seyd howse for the payment of the seyd xiis.ivd. Item, I geve to the guodwyfe 


mollynde and her fellow xiis. Item, I geve to the goodwyfe fletcher and her fellow 
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xiid. Item, I geve to lawrense (deitt.) Item, I geve to the goodwyfe bend 
viijd. Item, I geve to Alfred Wyllys iiijd. Item, I geve to the goodwyfe fesant 
xijd. Item, I geve to the Smythe’s wyfe wonst from yate viijd. Item, I geve and bequeth 
to Laurence nash my best gowne. Item, I gyve to the goodman bound my second 
gowne. Item, I geve to Thomas Rawlins my thyrd gowne and jacket and one of my 
dobletts and ij sundays capps. Item, I geve to Jane Wyllyams a slopp cloth of fryse. 
Item, I geve to all my godd children xijd. a pece. Item, I geve to Jane Walker the 
daughter of James Walker of Sodberye xxs. of moneys to be delyvered at her maryage. 
Item, I geve to ve pore pepull a peny a pece to be dystrybutyd at the day of my burying. 
Item, I geve vis. to be dystributyd to the pore howsholders in our syde accordyng to 
the distress of my overseers. Item, I gyve to the good upper Tucker ijs. vid. Item, 
I geve to John bonne ijs. vid. The residu of all my goods not bequethed by thys 
my present testament my detts fully contentyd and payde and thys last wyll trulye 
executed I John geve and bequeth unto Wetthyen my wyfe who I make ordeyne by 
thes presents my sole executrix and furdermore I the sayd John Stevens do relynquysh, 
forsake and adnyhyllate all and every other testament or testaments by me before 
thys tyme made by mowth or by wrytyng and that thys my present testament and last 
wyll shalbe my last testament for the trew (delit.) thereof to be made. And I ordeyn 
John Spryn and Rychard Reynolds my overseers to se thys my present testament 
fulfyllyd and performyd. And I geve and bequeth to each one of my overseers Xxs. 
for ther payns taken In witness wherof I have synyd to this wt my owne hand there 
beyng present Wyllyam Nash Tucker, Edmond Reve tucker Crystofer appowell tucker 


Thomas warne tucker Rychard reynnold hary Davys Rychard apryst John Roberts John 
Sprynt and others. 


A NOAT OF FYNES COMMYTTED BY THES PERSONES HERE UNDERWRITTEN. 
John Glover oweth a fyne of vis. viijd. and is for the mysusyng of mt Raffael and 


callyng him knave vis. viiid. 


Richard pykes owth a fyne of iiis. ivd. and is for the settyng of Rychard Wylliams man 
Symon Hawkesworth to work contrary to order iis. ivd. 


Payd. 


This is forgiven. 


Payd, 


Payd. 


Payd. 
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Richard Pykes owth a fyne of iis. (2s.) for not comyng to the haule one Sunday the 


iiijth of phebruary ijd. vid. 
Nycolas Cokks owth a fyne of iijs. iiijd. for that he absented hymself from dyner one 
the (delit.) holy day beyng before warned of his dyner privyle iijs. ivd. 
Richard wateman oweth a fyne of iijs. ivd. for the lyke fault iijs. ivd. 


Richard Hetherfal for not comyng to dyner that day more that he come not to the 
haul yt day iiis.ivd. iis. vid. 


The 18 of October 1606 it was agred by the masters ffrancises bayly and phillip 
Coper mt and willm dier and John betterton mr elleston that wheras there is rate sett 
downe by the worshippfull mt Thomas James mayer and the resste of the holl justyses 
acording to the statute in this casse provided and the rate being maid knowen to the holl 
compeny and ther by nott to be excused by ingenerans and ther ffor hitt was decride 
by the sayd master and the asistans that who soever he be of the compeny that shall 
woorke any pece of cloth or ffries or bayes or any kind of clothe watt soever under the 
prisses set down by the justis shall paye for every offence beinge proved xs. without 
any mittygason or fforgeveness where of the moety or 3 partt is dew to the the mair 


for the time beinge. 


Item, The daye and yere above written the holle Company have sette their hands and 


and agreed therunto in generall. 


Jamys bayly, mt Richard flood’s mark 
Thomas Powell James Amboy’s mark 
Thomas byshop By me William Williams 
John Betterton By me Thomas Clements 
William Dier’s mark Marget Mathews mark 
Charles Wyllyams William Marven. 


John Marven 
William Underberi’s marke. 
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To the right worshypfull mastar meyar and our masters your brethren 


the aldermen. 1555 


This considering yt your unserchable wisdomes moveth us to be the more bolde to 
entarprise to your mastershipes in sute being perswaded that your moste worshipfull 
eares are enclyned to yere the trueth and will also wyth the aunsient fathers and meiars 
whose equytie and justice are lefte here ffor a president. Unto your mastarshipes 
sucksessours of theyar worship and vertue where uppon we truste that you wyll not 
onely behold our supplicacion but also the cause and our seyle and a legance (zeal and 


allegiance) rightly patroned in this our sute. 


Lamentabeli compleineth your true faithfull burgesses the mastars and ffellowship 
off the Crafte off touchars who are in nonbar thirtie and eyght parssones and unto your 
discreet wisdomes sheweth how that we wt our sucksesons have continewal and a byden 
to the same Craft in more fuller estat that sense the (? de/zt) th yere of reyne of King 
henry the iiijth ynto ys day and as it dothe appeare in your red paper boke of records 
in the yeld hall of this cittie frome wt tyme hither unto we have hade the full and hole 
estate auctorite and power to do kepe and mayntayne all poyntes that belong unto the 
same Crafte without any intaruptcion or let off any parson or parsones and then it 
happened so that the Crafte of Shermen in those dayes had not sufficient store of work 
to maytayne theiar housholds they at that tyme before they made theiar ordinance they 
had but dubbyng and the shering proff workes and our Crafte hade burlyng rewyng 
shering totnyng volding taching yewnyng and al such other poyntes that belong to the 
same of a long tyme owt of mynde And they dide the Craft of shermen in those dayes 
mak sute to the worshipfull mastars of the towne and unto the maisters and felowship 
of the craft of towckars caled fullers in those days and desyred of our sucksesoners that 
they wolde whitsaf to graunt unto them at the sheryng of both proff and marchaunts 
work. And aftar manny and sondri arguments your our sucksessoners in those dayes 
beyng fewe in nomber and also veri welthy thowght hit not hurtfull to graunt the 
shermen theyre request and so they concludid upon the same and made a finall end 
confermyng the primyses before exprest to our gret hindrance and disproffet and in 


manner to our undoyng for ther is veri few men or none that wyll put theyar childerne 
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prentice unto us for that late of sheryng and more over ther is veri fewe journeymen 
that come to the Cittie but they wyll work wt the shermen rather then wyth us our 
labour is so sore but and it were to be graunted nowe in our dayes thei shuld not have 
the graunt therof not for a thousand poundes but now at the last we are contented that 
they have all suche lybarties as in tyme past have been granted them by our 


sucksesenssoners. 


But now divars persones of the sayde Crafte of shermen envying our welth and 
disdayn that we have any levyng and thynkth to mutch that we have doth busilie 
proqure and unchaitabely invent ageynst us your sayd besechars and burgessys and doth 
revoke theyar old ordinance and have caused a newe to be made wheryn they have 
devised divars and sundri addicions and articles of theire enventyng ageynst the 


commenwelth of all us your sayd burgessys. 


Wibereupon wee your sayd burgessis the mastars and the hole felowship of the Craft 
off touckars that nowe be desyre your most worshipfull mastarship and our mastares 
your bretherne thaldermen that ye wyll not admyt theiar newe ordinance nor confirme 
the same unio such a tyme that we the sayd mastars of touckars may have both theyar 
old ordinance and also what ys conteyned in the newe and forde that your mastarship 
set not the seale of your office of mayaltie unto hit without the assent and consent of 


of the hole counsell. 


£lnd fardet more yff the sayde shermen wyll not content themselves wt this to 
contynew and kepe that articles which were graunt by our sucksessoners for more we 
wyll not that thei have from us then off old tyme have byn graunted else they wyth us 
and we with them to be as one Craft as it is in all placis in this realme for rather than 


they shall have on fote more we wyll surrender up all and be as no Craft. 


Therfore please hit your discret wysdomes as before is specified to have in your sight 
and remembrance the (delct.) of our sayde Craft of towckars howe that it hath 
byn a Craft for the space and continewance off manny yeres now owte of memori and in 
what estimacion it have byn had hither unto ye shall find yt written and enrowled in 
the red paper bok in the courte of the yeld hall as by old presidents we find writen with 


these wordes for evar more. 
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Also we desiar gour good mastershipes that we may have an answer made unto us 
consernyng this our suplicacion as shortly and with as mutch spede as your mastership 
and brethern convenyently maye ffor we can scantly trust unto the shermen. 

Besechyng your good mastarshipes to call to your remembrance that yf your sayd 
besechoners shuld lose enny part or parsell of that lybartie that we nowe have and have 
had of a veri long continewance when we myght have for a peny that wyll scant be 
gotten nowe for a grot and not onely one thing but many that shuld be for our comfort 
and relefe well we ar in myserie and povertie and nowght all redi and then it wold be 
mutch more to our distruction and utar undoyng wherfor all your pore commons (?) of 
the Craft besecheth you at the honor and reverence of god and in the way of charitie 
that a dewe and expedient remedie heryn may be hade as reason lawe and justice 
requyreth after the form and manner byfore rehersed as our most speciall trust ys in 
your mastarship this premyses and peticiones aforesayd with all the syrcomstaunces 
effectually to be had in your memoriall and worshipfull consyderacion they besecheth 
you as they shall perpetually pray for your long lyff worshypfull estat and. wordly 


felicitie. 
Endorsed. 


Bowght at london by thomas tyrclar mastar of the Craft Richard Wynall John Rewe 
Thomas tyrklar and Jenkyn flude who was buryd the seventh day phebriarii and also 
yt written the forth day July the same yere by John Symonds wrytter. 


This indenture made this eleventh day of October in the year of our Lord God One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty One Between Charles Williams, Rob. Hake of the 
City of Bristol Weavers and the Worshipfull the Company of Weavers of the sayd City 
of the One Part, And John Dyer John Sprage Daniel Jenkins and Robert Wilway 
stewards of the Rev. Mr. John Wesley’s Society of and for the use of the said Mr. John 
Wesley and his Society of the Other Part, Witnesseth, That for and in consideration of 


the rents herein after reserved and contained, on the Part of the Stewards aforesaid to 
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be by them Paid unto the masters and Company aforesaid, Hath Demised Granted 
and to Farm letten, and by these Presents doth Demise grant, and to Farm lett All 
and singular that Messuage or Tenement situate Lying and being in that Lane or Street 
called or known by the Name of Temple street in the City of Bristol, and now occupied 
by the said Masters and Company of Weavers as ther Common Hall and such appur- 
tenances as is hereby intended to be demised the said stewards from this Present 
Eleventh Day of October for and during the full term of seven years next ensuing 
Yielding and Paying therefore yearly and every year during the term aforesaid unto 
the Masters and Company (for the Time being) the full sum of Three Pounds of Lawful 
Money of Great Brittain on two of the most usul Feasts Days (that is to say) the Feast 
of ye Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Arch Angell by 
evan and equal Portions. Provided that if itt shall happen that the said yearley rent 
of Three Pounds or any Part thereof shall be behind or unpaid for the space of Two 
months next after any of the Feast Days whereon the same ought to be paid as aforesaid 
(being Lawfully Demanded) that then and at all times then after itt shall and may be 
Lawfull for the said masters and Company unto the said Demised Messuage or Tenement 
and Premises or into any Part thereof in the name of the whole to re-enter and the 
same to have againy re-postess and enjoy as in their estate and the said stewards 
thereout and from thence to expell any thing herein contained in any wise 
Nottwithstanding. ‘And the said stewards doth Covenant. and Grant to and with the 
said Masters and Company that they shall and will during the said Term hereby 
Demised well and truly Pay or cause to be paid unto the said Masters and Company 
the said yearly rent or sum of Three Pounds on the Days manner and form Above 


mentioned thereof According to the true Intent and meaning of these Presents, etc. 


‘Signed and Sealed— 
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Sarah Colston John Dyer 
Thomas Usher Robert Willway. 
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